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Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 

#FunFact - On average, it took 
between 4 1/2 to 5 months to travel 
from Independence to Oregon on 
the Oregon Trail. 

Celebrate History! Party like it’s 1843 this May
Imagine, 175 years ago, families had traveled 
hundreds of  miles from the eastern United 
States to Independence. Many of  them had 
sold all of  their possessions to finance the 
trip. They were dreaming big, risking it all, to 
begin a new life in the West. 

This year, we are celebrating the 175th 
anniversary of  the Great Migration of  
the Oregon Trail. Honoring the role our 
community played in this important chapter 
of  history and sharing the legacy pioneers left 
here in the Midwest. 

For three days, May 18-20, there will be a 
variety of  fun, family activities to choose from 
including: 

• Westward Ho! Down  
Friday, May 18 from 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Join us for the Westward Ho! Down at 
the National Frontier Trails Museum. 
This is a ticketed event that will 
showcase pioneer dancing and music. 
Refreshments will be available. Tickets 
are $20.

• Live Action Oregon Trail 
Sat, May 19,  10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Do you 
want to 
ford the 
river? Join 
in a Live 
Action 
game of  
Oregon 
Trail.  

Teams of  4 will try their luck on 10 stops 
along the trail, each with its own activity, 
including but not limited to trivia, 
puzzles, and physical challenges. The 
event will take place in Hiram Young 
Park. Team registration is $20.

• 1843 Lexington Avenue 
Sat., May 19 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Stroll down Lexington Avenue  as it 
would have been in 1843 with your 
family. We will have craft making 
supplies for kids, and a photo booth and 
costumes for pictures for a small fee. 

• Bringing History to Life 
Saturday, May 19 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
First person interpreters will help 
bring the 1840s to life. Pioneer Trails 
Adventures will also offer free wagon 
rides from the Truman Courthouse 
to the Log Cabin Courthouse to the 
National Frontier Trails Museum.  

• Oregon Trail Lecture Series  
Sat., May 19, 10:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  
Join us for an Oregon Trail Lecture 
Series in the Brady Courtroom. Learn all 
about the history on the Oregon Trail at 
this free event. 

• Pioneer Fashion Show 
Saturday, May 19 at 5:30 p.m. 
Guests will learn about the fashions on 
the Oregon Trail with a narrated fashion 
show. Truman Memorial Building 
Auditorium, tickets are $15. 

• Oregon Trail Soundtrack 
Performance, Sun., May 20 at 2 p.m. 
Hear the Oregon Trail Soundtrack with 
Dana Mengel at the National Frontier 
Trails Museum. Dana Mengel of  the 
Mengel Bros. Duo has written an 
Oregon Trail Soundtrack inspired by 
diaries and letters from the trails. Guests 
will enjoy a preview of  this amazing 
composition. Light refreshments will be 
served. Tickets are $10.

For those interested, a combo ticket is 
available for $40 which will get you into the 
Westward Ho! Down, the Pioneer Fashion 
Show, and Sounds from the Oregon Trail.

Tickets are available at partylikeits1843.org.

Look for more information to come on these 
and other events on Facebook at facebook.
com/1843party and the City’s Facebook Page, 
facebook.com/CityofIndependence. 

http://partylikeits1843.org 
http://facebook.com/1843party 
http://facebook.com/1843party 
http://facebook.com/CityofIndependence
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Mark your calendar - May Events
Vaile Mansion Tree Tour & Scavenger 
Hunt
May 5, 2018 at 1 p.m.

The Vaile Victorian 
Society and the 
Independence Tree 
Commission will have 
a tree tour and tree 
scavenger hunt on the 
Vaile Mansion grounds 
starting at 1 p.m. 
Participants will meet in 
parking lot. Donations 
will be accepted. For more information, 
contact the Vaile Society at (816)325.7430. 

Truman Birthday Celebration
May 5, 2018

On May 5, 2018, The Buck Stops Here! 
In honor of  President 
Truman’s birthday (May 
8, 1884), admission to 
the Truman Library & 
Museum, Truman Home, 
National Frontier Trails 
Museum, Vaile Mansion, 
Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate, Chicago & Alton 
Depot and 1859 Jail and 
Marshall Home will be 
just $1 all day. Individual attraction hours 
of  operation apply.
In addition to $1 admission at historic 
sites around town, take part in activities 
celebrating the life and times of  Harry 
Truman on the Independence Square.

Mother Goose’s Neighborhood 
May 19, 2018

On Saturday, May 19, Puppetry Arts 
Institute presents “Mother Goose’s 
Neighborhood,” performed by Angela 
Polowy of  Eulenspiegel Puppets, at 
11025 E. Winner Road in Independence.  
Performance times are 11 a.m. & 2 
p.m.  Mother Goose is missing from her 
birthday picnic.  Where did she go?  Lucy 
Goose, her daughter, begins a search and 
comes upon zany characters from her 
mama’s nursery rhymes.  Admission is $6 
per person.  To reserve seats, call 816-
833-9777.  

Each year, 
the City of  
Independence 
celebrates 
National 
Historic 
Preservation 
Month 
throughout 
the month of  May. This year’s theme brings 
trailblazers from the last two centuries into 
the spotlight. Join regional heritage groups 
sponsoring events recognizing those making 
a difference in historic preservation in our 
community.  
The following is a sampling of  upcoming May 
events: 

• Join the Independence Heritage 
Commission and City Council for the 
presentation of  the 2018 Preserve 
Independence Awards at the City 
Council meeting on May 7. 

• Enjoy a special evening with sisters 
Carol and Linda Henning, daughters 
of  Ruth and Paul Henning creators of  
the Beverly Hillbillies, at From Heartland 
to Hollywood: An Evening with the Henning 
Sisters, May 11 at 6 p.m. Contact the 
Jackson County Historical Society for 
more information at jchs.org. 

• Discover if  you have a pioneer in your 
family tree at the Midwest Genealogy 
Center’s Tracing Your Roots: Do You Have 
a Pioneer in Your Family Tree? on Sat., May 
12 from 1-3 p.m. Learn more at mymcpl.
org/genealogy/events.

• Learn how properties within national 
trail systems are designated at National 
Park Service Site Certification of  Your 
National Historic Trail Property on Thur., 
May 17 at the Truman National Historic 
Site Visitor’s Center from 12-1 p.m.

• Take a tour of  the Vaile Mansion 
focusing on its unique French 
Renaissance Revival style and historic 
interior on Sat. May 19 from 8-10 a.m. 
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased 
at the door. Proceeds benefit the Vaile 
Victorian Society.

• Join the National Park Service in a 
showing of  a rare 1984 interview with 
Margaret Truman Daniel giving insight 
into the lives of  her parents via a tour 
of  the Truman Home at 6:30 p.m., May 
24 at the Truman National Historic Site 
Visitor’s Center. 

Most events are free and open to the public. 
For a full listing of  events, including times, 
locations and ticket information go to:  
indep.us/historicpreservation or call 
(816)325.7419.  

Historic  Preservation 
Month

Drop-off Depot
May 12, 2018
Drop-off  Depot will take place May 12, 2018, 
weather permitting from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
875 Vista Avenue. Learn more at indep.us/
dropoffdepot.

Farmers Market Opens for the Year
May 5, 2018

The Farmers Market will be open at 200 S. 
Liberty Street on May 5, 2018. Watch the 
permanent Uptown Market project progress 
just down the street at Truman and Liberty.

Truman Day - Offices Closed
May 8, 2018
In honor of  
President Truman’s 
Birthday, City offices 
will be closed on 
May 8. 
Credit: Harry S. Truman 
Library & Museum Memorial Day - Offices Closed

May 28, 2018

City Offices will be closed 
in observance of  Memorial 
Day, May 28. Please join us in 
honoring all of  the brave men 
and women who sacrificed for 
our country.

Adventure Oasis Water Park Opens
May 26, 2018
Break out your sunscreen 
and beach towel, 
Adventure Oasis Water 
Park opens for the 2018 
season on Saturday, May 
26. 
For hours, prices, party 
info, special events and 
more call (816) 325-7843 
or (816) 325-7370 or visit,  
indep.us/adventureoasis. 

$1
the buck 

stops here

Bingham-Waggoner Benefit Dinner
May 19, 2018
The Bingham-Waggoner Historical Society will 
host a benefit 
dinner on 
Saturday, 
May 19. This 
will be a four 
course dinner 
with surprises 
along the 
way.  The 
meal is being prepared by Jeremy Lane from The 
Homesteader Cafe. Reserved seating is limited and 
tickets are $50. Please call (816)461.3491 for more 
information. 

http://jchs.org
http://mymcpl.org/genealogy/events
http://mymcpl.org/genealogy/events
http://indep.us/historicpreservation
http://indep.us/dropoffdepot
http://indep.us/dropoffdepot
http://indep.us/adventureoasis
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Video surveillance is one of  the best 
methods for apprehending criminals and 
convicting suspects who are caught in the 
act of  committing a crime. Installing video 
surveillance is a great example of  community-
police partnerships and is something we 
highly value as a police agency serving our 
community.
In March, we announced the new Community 
Camera Program in which citizens and 
businesses can register their cameras with the 
Police Department. 

How it Works
Many business owners and residents already 
have surveillance systems at their businesses 
and/or homes. As crimes occur nearby, they 
are not always aware that their footage may 
have captured information that could help 
solve a crime, thus keeping our community 
safer. Unfortunately, the police are also not 
always aware who may have this potentially 
vital information. 
The Police Department is asking residents 
and businesses across the city to register their 
privately owned surveillance camera systems. 
As we respond to criminal incidents, we may 
be able to use the information or footage 
gathered from the security cameras to assist 
in the apprehension and prosecution of  the 
criminals involved.

The Benefits of  Registering Your 
Camera
By registering your camera with us, the 
Independence Police Department can quickly 
identify nearby cameras that may have 
captured criminal activity. After registering 
your camera, you would only be contacted 
by the IPD if  there is a criminal incident in 
the vicinity of  your security camera. Police 
personnel, if  necessary, may request to view 
your camera footage in order to assist in the 
investigation. Help us make Independence 
an undesirable place for criminals to commit 
crime and help keep your entire community 
safe.
Learn more and register here:  
indep.us/communitycameraprogram. 

Community Camera 
Program

Are you using too much fertilizer?
Does your yard need fertilized? According 
to the University of  Missouri Extension, 
on average, homeowners use ten times 
more chemical fertilizers and pesticides per 
acre than farmers use on farmland. Over 
application of  pesticides, herbicides, and 
fertilizers can cause serious impacts to our 
streams and rivers. These impacts can range 
from odor issues, fish kills, to harmful algae 
blooms. 
Fortunately, there are easy steps we can all 
take to help from polluting our waterways.

• Test the soil for nutrient deficiencies 
before using fertilizers.  The University 
of  Missouri Extension office in Jackson 
County provides soil-testing services to 
residents for a minimal charge.

• Identify the source of  plant damage 
before using pesticides, not all plant 
damage is caused by pests

• Do not indiscriminately spray pesticides, 
herbicides, or fertilizers.

• Allow proper drying time for liquid 
chemicals, and never use lawn chemicals 
before a heavy rainfall is expected.

• Use caution on slopes and lawn edges 
so fertilizer will not wash into nearby 
storm sewers or waterways. Remove any 
product that lands on hard surfaces like 
driveways and sidewalks

• Buy only the amount of  chemical 
needed.  Properly dispose of  unwanted 
lawn chemicals by taking them to a 
household hazardous waste collection. 

Contact the MU County extension office,  
(816)252.5051, for information on lawn 
chemical use or visit them online at bit.ly/
YardandGardencare
For more information, call Water Pollution 
Control, (816)325.7711.

The City of  
Independence Water 
Department, the 
American Water Works 
Association and water 
professionals across 
North America kick 
off  Drinking Water 
Week, May 6 – 12, by 
highlighting the theme 
“Protect the Source”. 
Drinking Water Week 
is a week set aside each year to celebrate the 
importance of  safe, reliable tap water. “A 
safe water supply is critical to the success 
of  any community”, said Dan Montgomery, 
Water Systems Director. “It attracts industry 
and investments and provides for the health 
and welfare of  citizens in ways ranging from 
disease prevention to fire suppression. Water 
plays a vital role in our daily lives”. 
The City of  Independence Water Department 
was established in 1883. In1954 a study led 
to the Courtney Bend Water treatment plant. 
The new plant used groundwater from wells 
rather than water from the Missouri River. 
Today, the Courtney Bend Water Plant has 42 
wells on both the north and south sides of  

the river. It supplies water to about 250,000 
people including residents of  Independence 
and 12 wholesale customers.
Did you know that our city has some of  the 
best tasting drinking water in the nation? For 
six out of  the last seven years, Independence 
drinking water has been rated in the top 
five best waters in the United States at the 
Berkeley Springs International Water Tasting 
in Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. The water 
is rated on appearance, aroma, taste, mouth 
feel and aftertaste. In this year’s tasting 
Independence took home 5th place.
Learn more about the Water Department and 
its efforts at indep.us/Water.  

Celebrate Drinking Water Week this May

http://indep.us/communitycameraprogram
http://bit.ly/YardandGardencare
http://bit.ly/YardandGardencare
http://indep.us/Water
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One of  the things I 
love most about our 
City is the deep ties 
we have to history 
and the work we 
have done to not 
only preserve that 
history but also share 
it with the public. 

April is a prime 
example of  this work as we open the Vaile 
Mansion, Bingham-Waggoner Estate and 
other historic locations across our city for 
the 2018 season. Supporting these historic 
locations takes work. Some of  you may have 
seen the recent window restoration efforts 
on the windows at the 
Vaile and Bingham-
Waggoner, restoring 
a total of  11 windows 
between the two 
properties. This effort 
was made possible 
through a partnership 
between the Vaile Victorian Society, which 
paid for the restoration of  four windows at 
the Vaile, and the City.  

Last year we successfully worked with our 
state legislators to transfer the ownership of  
the National Frontier Trails Museum from 
the state to the City. Now that this transfer is 
complete, we can make much needed repairs 
and look to the future of  this local treasure. 
One of  the first updates we are making is the 

City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022

Online at, indep.us/citycouncil. 
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - Mayor Eileen Weir

City Council Meetings
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

www.City7.TV    *Denotes live meeting,all others are rebroadcasts.

Planning Commission Meetings
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

Regional Animal Shelter
Operated by Great Plains SPCA
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automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Trash 325-7600
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!

Pay my Jackson County property taxes: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232

Apply for a marriage license: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608

Apply for a business license: 
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079

Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230 
Some tickets may be paid online at  
indep.us/paytickets. 

For more information on Jackson County 
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit 
www.indepmo.org. 

Where can I...

addition of  an elevator, allowing more of  our 
patrons access to all levels of  the building and 
open more usable space. 

One of  the projects on the horizon I am most 
excited about is the connection of  the historic 
Truman Depot with the National Frontier 
Trails Museum complex. With the help of  
a grant 
from Mid-
America 
Regional 
Council, 
we will be 
working 
to restore 
the Depot as well as create a shared use 
path between the two locations. Providing a 
great opportunity for visitors to bike or walk 
between these two locations.

From the Truman Library & Museum to the 
Historic Log Courthouse, there is much to see 
and do in Independence. 

You can learn more about upcoming 
events and programs (and share them with 
anyone who might be planning a visit) at 
visitindependence.org. Thank you again for 
the opportunity serve as your Mayor. 

http://indep.us/paytickets
http://www.jacksongov.org/
http://www.indepmo.org
http://visitindependence.org

