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CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office 
located at 111 East Maple Street, 
Independence, MO 64050. 
For information, call 325-7086. 

Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 

Did you know you can watch City 
Council meetings live on YouTube? 
Visit our YouTube Channel,  
indep.us/youtube to learn more.

Local Use Tax on the Ballot April 3, 2018
On April 3, Independence citizens will join 
Blue Springs, Liberty, Belton and Odessa to 
vote on a Local Use Tax. To help citizens 
understand this ballot question, we’ve 
answered some key questions below. 
What is a Use Tax? 
The local use tax is a sales tax imposed on the 
purchase of  goods by Missouri residents from 
out-of-state vendors ONLY, those who don’t 
charge sales tax on purchases. If  approved, 
the use tax rate mirrors the local sales tax rate.
What’s the difference between a sales tax 
and use tax?
A use tax applies only to online sales, 
something our sales tax can’t do. 
Sales and use taxes WILL NOT and 
CAN NOT be applied at the same time. 
Shoppers would still pay 2.25% sales tax 
(Independence’s rate) at local retailers OR 
pay 2.25% use tax on purchases made online 
to out-of-state businesses with a physical 
presence in Missouri (Target, Amazon, 
Walmart, etc.). 
Is this a new tax?
A use tax would be a new way of  applying 
our existing voter approved sales taxes for 
streets, parks, fire, police, storm water and 
general services. The City would be able to 
collect a use tax on online or catalog sales 
from out-of-state businesses which also have 
a physical presence in the state, like a big box 
or discount store; or ones agreeing to collect a 
use tax, like Amazon.

If  I vote yes?
• Ensures out-of-state purchases are taxed 

at the same rate as local businesses. 
• Adds an estimated $1.5 million in 

additional revenue for vital city services 
like police, fire and public works. 

• Allows the City to increase efforts 
on blight removal, infrastructure 
improvements, public safety and 
economic development.

If  I vote no?
• Sales at local retailers continue to decline 

as out-of-state sales increase, which could 
reduce local jobs and negatively impact 
locally owned businesses. 

• Possible reduction of  personnel and 
services like public safety and public 
works. 

• Local businesses continue to lose sales to 
online shoppers.

The City of  Independence Utilities will roll 
out a new billing system this spring. This 
initiative is part of  the Independence for All goal 
of  improving customer service within the city.
Customers will see a newly formatted bill 
that clearly states utility charges and fees, 
enhanced online capabilities, and an important 
information area for better communication.
Some things to be aware of  with the change:

• Account numbers will change. 
• Your access code will no longer be 

needed. 
• You will now have an account number 

and a customer number. 
• The bill will come in a larger envelope. 
• Customers utilizing their bank’s online 

bill payment system will need to use a 
combined customer and account number 
on their bank’s website. This will ensure 
payments are electronically applied to the 
correct account number.

• Online customers will need to re-register 
with new account information.

Register for online account access at   
indep.us/utilities to:

• View payment history and comparative 
usage data.  

• View & print bills for added convenience.
• Continue to pay bill with approved debit 

and credit cards.
• Download important forms.
• Find troubleshooting FAQ and contact 

numbers.

Utility bill update
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Mark your calendar - April Events
On February 8 and 9, City officials joined 
a leadership exchange with St. Charles, 
Missouri. The group from Independence 
included 43 civic leaders from businesses, 
schools, non-profits and other community 
organizations. The Independence Council 
for Economic Development facilitated the 
event to foster learning from a mid-size city in 
Missouri with similar economic development 
and tourism strategies. The group toured 
the community, met with local leaders and 
visited OPO Startups, a technology business 
incubator that is housed in an adaptive reuse 
of  a historic post office. 
One highlight was a tour of  New Town St. 
Charles led by Town Architect Tim Busse. 
The neighborhood features new urbanism 
design with walkable streets, accessible public 
spaces, and housing in close proximity to 
shopping. It exceeded early sales projections 
and now houses about 3,800 residents.  
The development group that envisioned and 
brought New Town St. Charles to reality 
is now developing New Town at Harmony 
off  E. Truman Road in Independence. Mr. 
Busse stated that the Truman Rd. location has 
advantages over St. Charles including more 
traffic and the natural beauty of  the Little 
Blue Greenway. Streets and other utilities are 
under construction with a goal to sell 24 lots 
in year 1 and 50 lots in year 2. 

Comparing notes

Historic Sites Reopen
April 3, 2018

The historic Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 
Chicago Alton Depot, Vaile Mansion and 
1827 Log Courthouse will reopen to the 
public on April 3. To learn more about these 
locations or arrange a tour of  the City go to 
visitindependence.com. 

Did you know that City Code requires 
firewood, which is stored outside, be kept 12” 
off  the ground or on a concrete pad, be cut in 
sizes and lengths suitable for use, and evenly 
stacked. This helps to prevent the infestation 
of  insects and rodents and to keep our 
neighborhoods safe and well-maintained. For 
more information, contact the Community 
Development Department at (816)325.7193.

Did you know?

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the Forum
April 5-7 and 12-15, 2018
A Funny 
Thing 
Happened 
on the Way 
to the Forum 
is a musical 
with music 
and lyrics 
by Stephen 
Sondheim and 
book by Burt 
Shevelove and 
Larry Gelbart.
Learn more 
about the 
show and 
purchase tickets at 
citytheatreofindependence.org or call 
(816)325.7367

Reuben, the Jealous Lion
April 21, 2018
On Saturday, April 21, 2018, Puppetry 
Arts Institute presents “Reuben, the 
Jealous Lion,” performed by puppeteers 
Papa and 
Jackie Wright. 
Performances 
are at 11 a.m. & 
2 p.m. at 11025 
E. Winner Road 
in Independence. 
Reuben the lion 
becomes jealous 
of  Elephant’s birthday attention and tries 
to spoil the party. However, lessons are 
learned and the power of  friendship wins 
over. Tickets are $6 per person, and seats 
may be reserved by calling 816-833-9777. 

Drop-off Depot
April 14, 2018
Drop-off  Depot will take place April 14, 
2018, weather permitting from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at 875 Vista Avenue. Learn more at 
indep.us/dropoffdepot.

Election Day
April 3, 2018

Find your local polling place and see sample 
ballot information at jcebmo.org. 

Free gardening class 
April 9, 2018

Join the 
Independence Health 
Department for 
Tomatoes, Peppers 
and Sweet Potatoes 
- Oh My! on April 9 
from 6 to 7 p.m. in 
the Health Department at 515 S. Liberty for 
this free class. 

http://visitindependence.com
http://citytheatreofindependence.org
http://indep.us/dropoffdepot
http://www.jcebmo.org
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Safely dispose of Household Hazardous Waste April 7
What is hazardous waste? It is waste that 
poses substantial or potential threats to public 
health or the environment. A typical home 
contains a vast array of  hazardous products 
used for cleaning, painting, beautifying, and 
disinfecting. Examples of  these products are 
yard pesticides/herbicides, paint, automotive 
fluids, etc. Chemical-based household 
products from a single home may seem 
insignificant, but when thousands of  homes 
use similar products, the combined effect 
becomes a major problem if  they are handled, 
stored or disposed of  improperly. 
The City of  Independence organizes a yearly 
mobile event available to residents to dispose 
of  their household hazardous waste. This 
year HHW (Household Hazardous Waste) 
collection is scheduled for Sat., April 7, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event will be in the large 
parking lot bordered by Walnut, Liberty, 
Kansas, and Osage, one block south of  the 
Independence Square. This collection is free 
to residents. Proof  of  residency, such as a 
driver’s license or City utility bill, is required.
Products which will be accepted at the HHW 
collection are: batteries; paint and paint 
products (including aerosol cans), varnish, 
stripper, thinner/turpentine; fluorescent 
light bulbs; garden and yard products 
(herbicides, pesticides, sprays, rat poison, 
and weed killers); automotive fluids, such 
as antifreeze and used motor oil; household 

cleaners (drain, toilet, oven); kerosene; 
mercury thermometers; unused or unwanted 
medicines, etc.
If  you are uncertain whether a particular 
waste will be accepted, call Water Pollution 
Control (WPC) at (816)325.7440.
Containers with fuel cannot be returned. 
If  requested, containers with used oil or 
antifreeze can be returned. 
The HHW collection will not accept 
electronics, appliances, trash, yard waste, 
medical waste, tires, asbestos, radioactive 
waste, pressurized gas cylinders, or 
commercial waste. 
Hazardous Waste that is generated by a 
business will not be accepted even if  it is on 
the accepted list above. 
The Independence Police Department will 
be onsite with certified explosive ordnance 
officers to collect and dispose of  old or 
unwanted ammunition, explosives, firearms, 
fireworks, etc. Contact the IPD at 325-7279 
for more information about this type of  
disposal.
While transporting the products to the site, 
tightly secure all container lids. Bring the 
items in original containers if  possible. Don’t 
mix different or unknown substances. If  
containers are leaking, wrap in plastic and 
pack in a larger container/box with absorbent 

All children deserve to be safe, yet millions of  
children experience the trauma of  child abuse 
and neglect each year.  In Missouri alone, the 
Missouri Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline 
received over 72,000 reported incidents of  
child abuse in FY2016. 
As a community, individuals, businesses, civic 
groups, and government can work together to 
build strong families and ensure the safety of  
our youngest citizens.
In 1983, President Ronald Reagan 
proclaimed April to be National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Since then, state and local 
municipalities across the country have also 
taken steps to recognize April as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. 
Many organizations in Independence and 
across the Kansas City metro will lead a 
variety of  child abuse prevention activities and 
events throughout the month of  April. Most 
notably is Wear Blue Day on April 6, 2018. 
On April 6 and throughout the month of  
April, individuals, businesses, and, local 
organizations can commit to help raise 
awareness and keep kids safe by participating 
in this nationwide campaign.

Learn more about child abuse prevention and 
how to join the effort.  

• capacares.org/get-involved/events/
• ctf4kids.org
• preventchildabusekc.org  

Any concerned person can report suspicions 
of  child abuse and neglect by calling the 
Missouri Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline at 
(800-392-3738) or the National Child Abuse 
Hotline (800-422-4453).

Wear blue to support child abuse prevention

material, such as cat litter. To pack items, 
use sturdy tubs or boxes and surround them 
with newspaper. Keep chemicals away from 
children and pets while transporting.
Volunteers will help unload vehicles. No walk 
ups will be allowed.
During the rest of  the year, residents can take 
household hazardous waste products to:

• The Kansas City, MO facility, 4707 
Deramus Ave, (816)513.8400. Days 
of  operation are Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday. The service is free to HHW 
Participating Communities. 

• The Lee’s Summit, MO facility, 2101 SE 
Hamblen Rd. Appointments are required 
at this facility and can be made by calling 
(816)623.3066. This service is also free 
to HHW Participating Communities.

Independence is a participating community. 
To see the full list, visit bit.ly/2EsPv5e.
Other regional cities will host collection 
events later this year. For more info on 
upcoming collections, call (816)513.8401.
For more info about the City’s HHW Disposal 
Program or the April mobile collection, call 
WPC at (816)325.7440 or visit indep.us/wpc.  
For additional information on HHW disposal 
or disposal of  other items, visit  
recyclespot.org.

The Neighborhood Services Division is 
responsible for enforcing City codes regarding 
property maintenance. The purpose of  these 
codes is to promote the health, safety and 
welfare of  the citizens of  the City of  Inde-
pendence. It is the mission of  the division to 
work in partnership with the people of  Inde-
pendence to promote and maintain a safe and 
desirable living and working environment. 
The most common complaints received are 
for tall grass/weeds, trash, open storage, and 
building maintenance. Grass/weeds in excess 
of  12 inches as well as noxious plants (such as 
poison ivy) are not allowed. The open storage 
of  items such as automobile parts, building 
materials, appliances, tools, tires, and other 
similar items cannot be kept outside for more 
than 7 days. All property must be free from 
any accumulation of  refuse, rubbish and gar-
bage. The exterior parts of  a structure must 
be maintained structurally sound, weather 
tight, rodent proof  and in good repair. 
A complaint can be made by calling 
(816)325.7193 or on the web at  
indep.us/codecompliance by clicking on the 
Report a Property Maintenance Violation link. 

Code Compliance

http://capacares.org/get-involved/events/
http://ctf4kids.org
http://preventchildabusekc.org  
http://bit.ly/2EsPv5e
http://indep.us/wpc
http://recyclespot.org
http://indep.us/codecompliance
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I am deeply 
honored to serve 
as your 1st District 
Councilmember and 
one of  the things 
I like most about 
this opportunity is 
the chance I have 

to speak with citizens 
across northwestern 
Independence. In these 
conversations, a common 
concern has been blight and 
unsightly, dangerous houses 
in some our community’s 
oldest neighborhoods. I am 
proud to have worked with 
my fellow councilmembers 
to take steps to address 
these concerns in a big and 
meaningful way. 

In 2017, we approved 
Independence for All, a five 
year strategic plan. This plan 
includes key goals around 
removing blight, improving 
the visual appeal of  our City 
and ensuring our citizens 
have safe, affordable places to live. As part 
of  this, we rolled out the Corridor Code 
Enforcement initiative in the fall of  2016 on 
24 Highway. The CCE is designed to address 
various City code violations through proactive 

City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - 1st Dist. Councilmember John Perkins

City Council Meetings
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

www.City7.TV    *Denotes live meeting,all others are rebroadcasts.

Planning Commission Meetings
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

Regional Animal Shelter
Operated by Great Plains SPCA
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automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Trash 325-7600
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!

Pay my Jackson County Property taxes: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232

Apply for a marriage license: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608

Apply for a business license: 
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079

Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230 
Some tickets may be paid online at  
indep.us/paytickets. 

For more information on Jackson County 
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit 
www.indepmo.org. 

Where can I...

inspections of  properties. Our Community 
Development Department staff  checked for 
zoning and property maintenance violations 
on the exterior of  each property and checked 
that businesses had the appropriate City 
licenses. When necessary, building inspectors 
were asked to assess potentially dangerous 
structural issues. 

In the end, more than 200 
cases were initiated with 
only 30 tickets issued. 
Throughout this initiative 
we were overwhelmed by 
the support of  not only the 
citizens living along and 
around 24 Highway but also 
the businesses themselves. 

There is no question the 
CCE was a success story for 
the City. We saw broken or 
missing signs replaced, walls 

painted, trash cleaned up and 
dangerous buildings removed. 
But we aren’t stopping there. We 
are currently wrapping up Phase 
2 efforts along 40 Highway and 
will be expanding to other key 
corridors such as Truman Road, 
Noland Road, 23rd Street and 

Highway 291, in future phases. 

Again, it is an honor to serve as your 1st 
District Councilmember, and I encourage 
citizens with concerns to contact me at 
(816)325.7022 or my cell at (816)482.6827. 

A before and after look at 
11109 E. U.S. Highway, part of 
the 24 Highway Corridor Code 

Enforcement initiative. 

http://indep.us/paytickets
http://www.jacksongov.org/
http://www.indepmo.org

