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Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 

Why is my water pressure low? 
Look for #Watermainbreak on social 
media to learn about breaks and 
repairs in your area. 

• bike lanes
• improve transit stops 
•  push button pedestrian signals
•  street lighting
•  landscaping

The City also plans to continue these same 
improvements along the south side of  40 
Highway from Blue Ridge to Sterling as a 
second phase by applying for federal funds 
in an upcoming funding cycle. Funds for this 
round of  funding will be available in 2021 
and will be completed after the improvements 
from the first phase are already complete.
Both projects are expected to promote 
economic redevelopment along the corridors. 
Design for these projects is planned to begin 
within the next year with construction to 
follow in 2019 and 2020.
To learn more about these and other projects, 
visit the City’s website, indep.us, or follow us 
on Facebook.com/CityofIndependence or 
Twitter, @CityOfIndepMo.

Complete Streets - preparing our corridors for the future
The City of  Independence is planning 
two major Complete Street Projects along 
Highways 24 and 40. These projects allow the 
City to leverage local-state partnerships to 
maintain and improve critical infrastructure 
including roads, bridges and streets to meet 
the changing needs of  pedestrians and 
commuters. Wider sidewalks, bike lanes, trees 
and more are part of  what communities 
across the country are working to incorporate 
into their corridors. 
We are excited to share with citizens a glimpse 
at the proposed changes on the horizon.

The 24 Highway Complete Streets Phase 
1 project includes improvements along the 
south side of  U.S. 24 Highway between Kiger 
Road and 291 Highway such as:

•  a new sidewalk
•  a bike lane
•  improved transit stops
•  push button pedestrian traffic signals

•  street lighting
•  landscaping

Funding is also available for a pedestrian 
bridge for the trail near Mill Creek Park that 
would complete the trail connection from 
McCoy Park. Design work is planned to begin 
within the next year and construction the 
following year. 
It is important to note this is not a standalone 
project but a continuation of  24 Highway 
improvements, and a commitment from the 
Council outlined in the City’s Strategic Plan 
to improve corridors. Previously, MoDOT 
installed sidewalks east of  291 Highway. Also, 
Federal Surface Transportation Program 
(STP) funds were used for new sidewalks 
along 24 Highway from Brookside to Overton 
in 2015 and for new sidewalks from Lake 
Drive to Sterling in 2010. These projects 
impact several major activity and commercial 
centers. The City also plans to continue these 
same improvements along 24 Highway from 
Kiger Road to River as a second phase by 
applying for federal funds in an upcoming 
funding cycle. Funds for this round of  
funding will be available in 2021 and will be 
completed after the improvements from the 
first phase are already complete.
The 40 Highway Complete Streets Phase 
1 project includes improvements along the 
north side between Sterling and Blue Ridge 
Cutoff  such as:

• new sidewalks

Proposed 24 Highway Complete Street project

Proposed 40 Highway Complete Street project
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Mark your calendar - March Events

Peter and the Wolf
March 24, 2018

On Saturday, March 24, 
Puppetry Arts Institute 
presents “Peter and 
the Wolf,” performed 
by Piccadilly Puppets, 
at 11025 E. Winner 
Road in Independence. 
The symphonic music 
of  Serge Prokofiev combines with fanciful 
puppet players. Follow Peter’s escapades 
with meadow animals and an encounter with 
the forest wolf. Admission is $6 per person. 
Reserve seats by calling (816) 833-9777.

Have you ever wanted to participate in a 5K? 
Well, 2018 is your year! Join the Independence 
Health Department’s Couch to 5K program to 
take you from minimal activity to completing a 
5K in just six weeks. Joins us at Waterfall Park, 
4501 S. Bass Pro Dr., every 
Tuesday evening to walk or 
run, beginning March 13. 
Register on March 13 at 
5:30 p.m. Each week, there 
will be a walking group 
and a walk/run group for 
anyone who would like to 
challenge themselves. This 
free program is for walkers 
and runners of  all ages and 
abilities. Everyone who 
attends all Tuesday evening 
walk/run events will receive 
a free Part Trot shirt. 
The full schedule:
Week 1: Tues., March 13

5:30 p.m.: Register to 
participate 
6 p.m.: 1 mile walk

Week 2: Tues., March 20
6 p.m.: 1.5 mile walk/run

Week 3: Tues., March 27
6 p.m.: 2 mile walk/run

Week 4: Tues., April 3
6 p.m.: 2 mile walk/run

Week 5: Tues., April 10
6 p.m.,: 2.5 mile walk/
run

Week 6: Tues., April 17
6 p.m.: 3.1 mile walk/run

You’ve made it! Now it’s 
time to participate in the 
Park Trot 5K on Saturday, 
April 28 at 8 a.m. 

To register for the 
Independence Part Trot 
5K Walk/Run, visit 
independenceparktrot.com. 
This race is free, family-
friendly, and will take place 
at Waterfall Park, the same 
route that the Couch to 5K 
program will follow. 
For more information on 
the Couch to 5K program 
or the Park Trot, contact 
the Independence Health 
Department at (816) 325-7185 or  
health@indepmo.org. 

From Couch to 5K in 
just Six Weeks!

Purchase Adventure Oasis passes 
and sign-up for spring Parks and Rec 
Programs
March 2018

Take advantage of  pre-season sales and 
purchase your Adventure Oasis season pass 
or punch cards. 
Sign up for youth sports leagues, including the 
Miracle League before the spring season.
Take part in homeschool recreation. 
Call (816) 325-7843 or (816) 325-7370 for 
details. 

Antique Appraisal Fair
March 3, 2018

The Vaile Society 
will hold an 
Antique Appraisal 
Fair on Saturday, 
March 3,  9 a.m. to 
noon at the Vaile 
Mansion, 1500 
N Liberty Street, 
Independence, Mo. 
Admission is $10 to 
Appraise two items. 
For example, 
pictured is an Adams 
Jasperware pitcher to be appraised.

Historic Sites Closed through March
January - March 2018

As a reminder, the historic Bingham-
Waggoner Estate, Chicago Alton Depot, 
Vaile Mansion and 1827 Log Courthouse are 
closed to the public January through March 
each year. They will open again for visitors 
in April. Look for information on upcoming 
programs and events to come this spring.

Robert E. Tindall Scholarship Art Show 
& Sale
March 7-29, 2018

Visit the Dewitt Center at the George Owens 
Nature Park, 1601 S. Speck Road, Tuesdays 
through Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
to view paintings by Robert E. Tindall, a 
native of  Independence and student of  
Thomas Hart Benton, along with local artists 
from the Independence Art Association. 
Commemorative giclee prints and postcards 
will be available for purchase. 

For more info on the viewing or displaying 
of  artwork, please contact (816) 325-7115 or 
independenceartassociation.org. 

Drop-off Depot
March 10, 2018
The first Drop-off  Depot will take place 
March 10, 2018, weather permitting from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 875 Vista Avenue. Learn 
more at indep.us/dropoffdepot.
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Volunteers wanted Building for the future
2017 was a busy year for construction activity.  
The City processed 4,574 permit applications 
for the year. This is the highest amount since 
2005 and a 152 percent increase compared to 
2016.
New single family residential permits were 
up 18 percent compared to 2016 and the 
highest number since 2007. Residential permit 
valuation reached approximately $55 million, 
an increase of  over $30 million compared to 
2016 and the highest amount since 2005.
Total commercial permits, which include 
new construction of  buildings, tenant finish 
of  existing shell buildings and renovation 
or addition to existing structures, were up 
approximately 2 percent compared to 2016.  
Commercial permit valuation increased by 
more than $72 million compared to 2016.  
Examples of  new businesses during 2017 
include: 

• Sunterra Springs, an assisted living facility 
behind the AMC 20 movie theater, 

• Mc Alister’s Deli, Q doba Mexican Eats 
and Pie Five Pizza Company opened in 
the Eastland Shops of  40 Hwy, and 

• H & M Clothing opened in 
Independence Center.

See the Community Development 
Department monthly permit activity reports. 
at indep.us/buildingpermitsreport.

The City of  Independence depends upon 
hundreds of  volunteers each year to help with 
everything from our historic sites to parks 
and special events. If  you are interested in 
giving back to your community here are a few 
opportunities we have available.

Welcoming our visitors
Are you looking for a way to give back to 
your community by investing your time and 
talents in a rewarding and flexible way? Are 
you a positive, friendly person who would 
enjoy learning about our community’s history 
and sharing that history with others? Then we 
have an opportunity for you.
Help us keep our Independence history alive 
by volunteering at one or more of  our historic 
tourist attractions. You will meet people from 
around the world, make new friends, and 
learn fascinating facts about your community. 
Contact us so that we can help you find just 
the right fit. Call (816)325-6279 or register on 
line at indep.us/tourismvolunteers.  

Supporting public safety
The Independence Police Department is 
always looking for volunteers interested in 
helping with their VIPS (Volunteers in Police 
Service) program. VIPS help with directed 
patrols helping provide a police presence 
around retail businesses and parks. They assist 
with administrative duties such as working 

the front desk at the Englewood Substation 
and assisting in the fingerprint lab, filing 
alarm applications, and as needed on special 
projects. VIPS help with traffic control for a 
number of  community events, and more. 
There are currently 34 volunteers. Anyone 
who is interested should be able to work 
an average of  five hours a month and must 
complete the Citizen’s Police Academy before 
applying. If  you are interested in this program, 
please contact Officer Billy Pope at (816)325-
7645 or bpope@indepmo.org. 

Helping our seniors
The Palmer Center is looking for volunteers 
to help in several areas. Are you available 
Monday through Friday from approximately 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.? Consider helping serve 
seniors lunch at the Palmer Center. Training 
and a food handler’s permit would be 
provided. 
Volunteers help reassure seniors who receive 
home delivered meals each week. Calls are 
made from the Palmer Center and weekday 
and times are flexible based on volunteer 
availability. 
Finally, there are openings on the Palmer 
Center Advisory Council. Learn more about 
this and all volunteer opportunities by calling 
the Palmer Center at (816)325-7369 or 
stopping by to pick up an application.

Many residents in Independence have a 
creek or stream in their backyard or running 
through their property. These are nice to 
have as they offer natural habitat, shade, and 
scenery. Some of  these waterways 
have water running year-
round because of  
run-off  or natural 
springs and others 
only have water 
when it rains.  
The U.S. Army Corps 
of  Engineers (USACE) 
controls modification to 
the streambeds and banks. 
This means any type of  
channelization or adding 
rocks to banks would need 
USACE approval. In the 
State of  Missouri the water in 
a stream, and the wildlife in it, 
belongs to the people of  Missouri. 
The land under the creek (streambed) belongs 
to the property owner. 
The City of  Independence does not own 

or maintain any streams in the City.  Water 
Pollution Control does clean these waterways 
when there is significant buildup of  debris 
in the right-of-way of  a street to prevent the 

water from topping the road surface. 
There are things that 

property owners can do 
to help with stream 
bank erosion on their 
property. The stream 

banks need vegetation to 
hold the soil in place. 
Leave the trees and 
plant some tall native 
grass with it. Never 
use a creek bank for 
dumping yard waste, 
lawn clippings, or any 
other debris. Debris 

will narrow the stream 
causing it to flow faster. This can 

speed erosion and kill the existing grasses 
and under growth. Let’s all work together to 
keep our City’s natural waterways clean and 
healthy. 

I Have a Creek in my Backyard
Did you know that the new City Code 
requires that all owned cats over the age of  
4 months must be spayed or neutered if  
they are allowed to go outside? This is part 
of  the City’s efforts at controlling the cat 
overpopulation in Independence. 
Additionally, people are only allowed to feed 
outdoor or feral cats if  the animal has been 
spayed or neutered. City Code also puts a 
limit on the number of  animals an individual 
can own or care for. For more information, 
contact Animal Services at 816-325-7205.

Did you know?
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I have had the great 
pleasure of  serving 
this community 
for more than 15 
years, first as a State 
Representative and 
most recently as 
your 2nd District 
Councilperson. 
Public service allows 
me to 
speak 
with 

many members of  our 
community and those 
conversations regularly inspire 
policy changes. I’d like to 
speak with you today about 
two big updates we made to 
City ordinances over the last 
year and how they are helping 
improve the safety for all of  us. 
In June, my colleagues and I approved updates 
to the City’s hotel/motel ordinances requiring 
all of  the hotels and motels in Independence 
to promote industry best practices while 
holding all properties accountable. The 
changes in this ordinance include a mandatory 
hotel registry, the presentation of  a valid 
personal ID upon check-in, the use of  a major 
credit card to hold a room, and a limit of  two 
rentals for a room in a 24-hour period.
While these steps may seem fairly straight 
forward, they go a long way to ensure visitors 

City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - 2nd Dist. Councilmember Curt Dougherty

City Council Meetings
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

www.City7.TV    *Denotes live meeting,all others are rebroadcasts.

Planning Commission Meetings
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

Regional Animal Shelter
Operated by Great Plains SPCA
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automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Trash 325-7600
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!

Pay my Jackson County Property taxes: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232

Apply for a marriage license: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608

Apply for a business license: 
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079

Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230 
Some tickets may be paid online at  
indep.us/paytickets. 

For more information on Jackson County 
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit 
www.indepmo.org. 

Where can I...

and residents in this community can be 
confident that the lodging industry is doing 
their part to prevent crime and assist our law 
enforcement officers whenever possible. 
This brings me to the most recent change 
my fellow Councilmembers and I made to 
the hotel/motel ordinances. In November, I 
championed a change that requires all hotels 
and motels have operating video surveillance 

on their parking lots. Hotels and 
motels have until July 1 of  
this year to update their video 
surveillance systems, which 
includes maintaining video 
footage for no less than seven 
days. 
Video surveillance is a deterrent 
for potential thieves but also a 
very helpful tool for our police 
department. As Independence 

Police Chief  Brad Halsey has 
said, “The video evidence these cameras 
provide can make or break a case, giving our 
officers the information they need to help 
solve crimes.”
I’d like to close by once again thanking all 
of  you for the opportunity to serve this 
community. By working together we are 
making positive steps toward a great future 
for this City of  ours. I encourage you to 
regularly reach out to my fellow council 
members and I if  you have questions or 
concerns. You can call  (816) 325-7022 or 
email me at cdougherty@indepmo.org. 


