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CityScene

On December 8 and 9, hundreds of  
Independence citizens joined regional law 
enforcement and the Independence Police 
Department to welcome home Officer Tom 
Wagstaff. 

Officer Wagstaff  was injured in the line of  
duty on March 29, and over the last 8 months 
has been recovering in Nebraska. 

In an emotional ceremony on Dec. 9, 
Officer Wagstaff  received the Distinguished 
Service Medal and Purple Heart from the 
Independence Police Department. The medals 
were presented to him by his two sons, Jordan 
and Alex. He received a standing ovation 
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Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 

Check the City’s Facebook and 
Twitter Pages for regular updates 
on #RoadWork for closings and 
repairs in your neighborhood. 

after each presentation. Jackson County 
Prosecutor Jean Peters-Baker thanked Officer 
Wagstaff  for running toward the danger when 
so many would run the other way. Jackson 
County Executive Frank White presented 
him a personalized and signed Royals Jersey. 
Independence Mayor Eileen Weir read a 
proclamation announcing December 9, 2017 
as Officer Wagstaff  Day.

Finally at the close of  the event, Officer 
Wagstaff  thanked his wife, sons, family, 
friends and the community for their support 
over the last few months. He will now 
continue his rehabilitation from home 
surrounded by family and friends. Continued on page 3...

New Year’s Resolutions
The City is 
starting the 
second year of  
the 2017 – 2021 
Strategic Plan: 
Independence for 
All. The Plan 
is built on four 
major goals: 
(1) Customer 
Service & 
Communication; 
(2) Financial 
Sustainability; (3) Growth; and (4) Quality. 
More information about the City’s track 
record during the first year can be found 
in the new Strategic Plan Performance 
Dashboard on the City’s website, indep.us/
dashboard.

While the Council is pleased with the progess 
made in the first year, they recognize there is 
more work to be done. They have asked City 
staff  to continue to work on efforts such as 
blight removal and economic development, 
while also focusing on Financial Sustainability. 
The City Manager will begin to draft his 
recommended budget in January 2018. A key 
budget objective is to ensure that employee 
benefits and salaries are fair compared to 
market peers. 

http://indep.us/dashboard
http://indep.us/dashboard
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Presidents Day
Feb. 19, 2018
City offices will be closed in observance of  
the holiday. 

Mark your calendar - February Events

The Bear Necessities 
Feb. 17 and 19, 2018

On Saturday, February 
17, and Monday, February 
19, Puppetry Arts 
Institute presents THE 
BEAR NECESSITIES, 
performed by puppeteer 
Kraig Kensinger at 
11025 E. Winner Road in 
Independence. Big Mama 
Bear presents a jamboree of  amazing talent.  
See puppet bears sing, juggle, dance, and 
amuse.  Admission is $6, and seats may be 
reserved by calling 816-833-9777. 

Legislative focus
Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of 
the Independence Fire Department
Feb. 6, 2018

On this date in 1843, the Independence Fire 
Department was created. Historic photos, 

information on the 
changing equipment 
and more will be shared 
on the City’s Facebook 
page leading up to a 
celebration this summer. 

Purchase Adventure Oasis passes 
and sign-up for spring Parks and Rec 
Programs
February 2018

Take advantage of  pre-season sales and 
purchase your Adventure Oasis season pass 
or punch cards. 
Sign up for youth sports leagues, including the 
Miracle League before the spring season.
Take part in homeschool recreation. 
Call (816) 325-7843 or (816) 325-7370 for 
details. 

Independence Rotary Mardi Gras 
Carnival
Feb. 17, 2018

Join the 
Independence 
Rotary on Feb. 
17 at Arrowhead 
Stadium for a 
night of  fun as 
they help raise 
funds toward the 
Farmers Market. 
For tickets and more info email  
Treasurer.Rotary.IndepMO@hotmail.com
The Farmers Market is a community project 
and citizens are encouraged to help make 
the vision come to life. Donations to the 
project may be made anytime to the Truman 
Heartland Community Foundation, City of  
Independence Farmers Market Fund, 4200 
Little Blue Parkway, Independence, MO 
64055. Donations can also be made online at 
www.thcf.org.
Finally, look for updates on Council actions 
on this project in February on the City’s 
website and social media pages.

Historic Sites Closed through March
Jan. - March 2018

As a reminder, the historic Bingham-
Waggoner Estate, Chicago Alton Depot, 
Vaile Mansion and 1827 Log Courthouse are 
closed to the public January through March 
each year. They will open again for visitors 
in April. Look for information on upcoming 
programs and events to come this spring.

The Independence Fire Department is 
pleased to announce that with the help of  
Independence School District 2nd graders, 
their Fire Pup mascot now has a new name, 
Truman. Three Trails Elementary 2nd 
Grader Leigha Medeiros was selected the 
winner and received a ride in a fire truck with 
her principal and Truman. She was taken 
to Fire Station 1 where Fire Chief  John 
Greene presented her with a certificate and a 
Challenge Coin. 

Thank you to all of  the students who 
participated. Truman, the Fire Pup will be 
seen around town as part of  the Department’s 
175th anniversary celebrations this year.

Truman, the fire pup

The Missouri General Assembly will convene 
the 2018 Legislative Session on January 
3. More than 65 bills were pre-filed in 
December that somehow relate to the City of  
Independence. An estimated 2,000 bills will 
be filed throughout the session. Although less 
than 4 percent of  bills were passed in the last 
session, each new bill must be evaluated for 
local impacts. 
City officials work closely with the local 
legislative delegation during the session to 
ensure that the City’s interests are considered 
when new laws are enacted. On December 18, 
2017, the City Council adopted the 2018 State 
Legislative Policy. The policy captures the 
major state legislative positions of  the City, 
including the top three priorities:

1. In the interest of  public safety, the City 
supports legislation to reinstate the 
authority of  municipal governments 
to suspend in-state driver’s licenses for 
failure to appear or failure to pay fines 
for traffic violations. 

2. The City supports local control of  
rights-of-way and public assets. Local 
jurisdictions need authority to set 
reasonable and predictable application 
processes and fees for the deployment 
of  wireless facilities, including small cell 
pole attachments.

3. The City supports an adequate and 
sustained funding solution for the 
state’s transportation system. 

Other policy positions cover topics such as 
economic development, finance, public safety, 
tourism and utilities. 
The Mayor, City Council and staff  make 
routine trips to Jefferson City each session to 
advocate on behalf  of  the City. City officials 
cannot be present throughout the session, so 
professional lobbyists help monitor bills and 
inform legislators about the City’s positions. 
In addition, the City partners with other cities 
and associations that have common legislative 
objectives. For example, Mayor Weir serves 
on the Board of  Directors of  the Missouri 
Municipal League (MML). MML coordinates 
advocacy on behalf  of  Missouri municipalities 
during the legislative session. Learn more 
about the MML’s legislative priorities here,  
bit.ly/MMLLegislativeActivity.

mailto:Treasurer.Rotary.IndepMO%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://bit.ly/MMLLegislativeActivity 
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Resolutions Continued

Lace up those tennis shoes and get ready 
for the 7th Annual Independence Park Trot 
5K Run/Walk. Registration opens online 
January 1 at IndependenceParkTrot.com. 
Whether you’re an avid runner, a first-time 5K 
participant, walking alone or with a big group 
of  friends or family, the Park Trot is a great 
free way to start or continue an active lifestyle. 
The event will begin at 8 a.m. Sat., April 28, 
2018, at Waterfall Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Dr. 

Chip-timing will be offered to all participants 
who register online by April 15. 
A free fun run for children ages 10 and 
younger will be held following the 5K. Adult 
and child sized t-shirts will be available for 
$10 through the Park Trot website until April 
8. In-person registration (no chip timing), 
bib and t-shirt pick-up will be held Friday, 
April 27, from 3-7 p.m. at Bass Pro Shops, 
18001 Bass Pro Drive, and on race day, April 
28, from 7-7:40 a.m. in the Mardel parking 
lot. A parent or legal guardian must sign a 
waiver for anyone under age 18 participating 
in the race. If  your kids are part of  a school 
running program and would like to sign up 
for the race as a group, please contact the 
Independence Health Department (IHD) for 
more information. 
Next month, look for information about 
IHD’s FREE Couch to 5K program, 
which leads up to the Park Trot. Like 
us on Facebook (facebook.com/
CityofIndependence/) to keep up with all the 
great free programs and activities the City 
offers the community.
IHD and Centerpoint Medical Center, the 
2018 official race sponsor, provide this 
race FREE of  charge, so everyone has an 
opportunity to participate. The Park Trot is 
held rain or shine. For more information or to 
register, visit IndependenceParkTrot.com or 
call the Independence Health Department at 
(816)325-7185. 

Just because something can make it down 
the toilet does not mean that it should. Items 
such as wipes, feminine hygiene products, 
condoms, diapers, toilet scrub pads and kitty 
litter do not break down like toilet paper and 
can cause sewer blockages, even if  labeled 
flushable. If  these items mix with fat, oil, or 
grease that should not be dumped into the 
sewer, they can form “Fatbergs”! In addition 
to blockages, these items can damage pumps 
and motors used to transport sewage to the 
wastewater treatment plant. Products labeled 
biodegradable may break down eventually 
under the right conditions; however, it can 
take less than 36 hours for wastewater to be 
fully treated at the city’s wastewater treatment 
facility once it leaves your home. This is not 
enough time for those items to 
biodegrade. Any items flushed 
that make it to the wastewater 
treatment plant without causing 
a blockage must be manually 
removed and sent to the landfill. 
So keep it simple and only flush 
pee, poo, and toilet paper. For 
further information 
or questions, 
you may contact 
Water Pollution 
Control at  
(816)325-7711. 

Can I flush that?Register for 7th Annual Park Trot 5k Run/Walk

In a recent goal setting session, the Council 
asked staff  to continue to look for operating 
efficiencies through better use of  technology, 
consolidating services, eliminating duplication 
with outside agencies and maximizing 
facilities. 

Following are the top priorities to advance the 
Independence for All Plan in 2018:

1. Continue to clean up and invest in 
highly visible corridors.

2. Invest in industrial development. 
3. Reduce crime and disorder. 
4. Improve city buildings to reflect civic 

pride.
5.  Implement customer service training 

for employees.
6. Evaluate new revenue streams to 

support city services. 
7. Continue to implement programs 

and policies moving Independence 
toward its goal of  the Greenest City in 
America.

Corridor Code Enforcement Expands to 40 Hwy
Members of  the Community Development 
Code Enforcement Division have begun 
Phase 2 of  the Corridor Code Enforcement 
(CCE) Initiative, which is designed to address 
various City code violations through proactive 
inspections of  the properties along 40 
Highway (from the City’s west boundary to 
Noland Road) and on Noland Road (from 
40 Highway to Interstate 70). Members of  
the Fire, Health and Police Departments are 
collaborating as needed on the inspections. 
It is expected to take approximately 3-4 weeks 
to complete the initial inspections.
In the photos to the right, you see Code 
Enforcement staff  speaking to residents and 
leaving information for property owners in 
the area. 
This initiative will eventually expand to 23rd 
Street, 291 Highway, Truman Road and the 
remainder of  24 Highway on the east side of  
the City in later phases.
If  you have questions about this initiative or 
City codes, please call (816) 325-7109 or visit 
indep.us/commdev. 

http://www.independenceparktrot.com/
http://facebook.com/CityofIndependence/
http://facebook.com/CityofIndependence/
http://IndependenceParkTrot.com
http://indep.us/commdev
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City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - 3rd Dist. Councilmember Scott Roberson

City Council Meetings
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

www.City7.TV    *Denotes live meeting,all others are rebroadcasts.

Planning Commission Meetings
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

Regional Animal Shelter
Operated by Great Plains SPCA

N
um

be
rs

 to
 R

em
em

be
r The City of  Independence has an 

automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Trash 325-7600
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!

Pay my Jackson County Property taxes: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232

Apply for a marriage license: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608

Apply for a business license: 
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079

Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230 
Some tickets may be paid online at  
indep.us/paytickets. 

For more information on Jackson County 
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit 
www.indepmo.org. 

Where can I...

As the 3rd District 
Councilmember, 
I have the 
privilege of 
meeting regularly 
with dozens of 
Home Owner 
Associations 
(HOAs) in 
Independence. 
HOAs play an 
important role, 

providing our citizens well-maintained 
and attractive neighborhoods. As part 
of our Strategic Plan, Independence for 
All, the City is working hard to improve 
customer focus through access to staff 
and resources. This is a work in progress 
and continues to evolve as we review the 
City’s website, update its social media 
presence and realign staff within the 
City and departments to ensure they 
are where they need to be to best serve 
citizens. 
For HOAs specifically, this access is 
important. The resources available from 
the City cannot only save you money 
but also help ensure you are compliant 
with City and State laws. Here are a few 
resources that might be helpful:

• From zoning to general property 
maintenance, Community 
Development can help answer 
questions, indep.us/commdev.

• The Independence Police 
Department can answer questions 
about neighborhood watches, 
street parking, and more, indep.us/
ipdcrimeprevention. 

• Power and Light can answer 
questions about street lighting 
and how neighborhoods can 
help with Phase 2 of the Solar 
Farm expansion, indep.us/
powerandlight.

• Public Works can help answer 
questions about streets, curbs, 
and snow removal, indep.us/
publicworks.

• Water Pollution Control (WPC) can 
help answer questions regarding 
sewers, creeks, and water retention 
basins, indep.us/wpc. 

HOAs are a key player in the City’s 
Strategic Plan. As an HOA you are 
working to ensure residents and 
visitors see the best this city has to 
offer. I encourage you to read the full 
plan, consider requesting a speaker 
for an upcoming meeting, and review 
the performance dashboard showing 
quarterly results of the work being done 
at indep.us/indep4all. 
It is an honor to serve as your 3rd 
District Councilmember. I wish you all 
a joyous and successful New Year as 
we work together toward the future of 
Independence. 

http://indep.us/paytickets
http://www.jacksongov.org/
http://www.indepmo.org
http://indep.us/commdev
http://indep.us/ipdcrimeprevention
http://indep.us/ipdcrimeprevention
http://indep.us/powerandlight
http://indep.us/powerandlight
http://indep.us/publicworks
http://indep.us/publicworks
http://indep.us/wpc

