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CityScene
When it comes to holiday fun, the citizens of  
Independence will have a variety of  long-time 
favorites to choose from in addition to a few 
new selections. 
Kicking off  the month of  December, Mayor 
Weir invites citizens to join her at the Mayor’s 
Holiday Lighting at Hiram Young Park, 215 
East Lexington Avenue. On December 1 at 
6 p.m. the Mayor will be joined by a special 
guest to light the new Mayor’s Christmas tree 
and other features in the park. Santa will join 
the festivities on his mule-drawn sleigh and 
lead everyone up to the Square for Living 
Windows at 7 p.m. 
The Downtown Square association is excited 
to add Living Windows into the holiday 
fun. Local artists, choirs, dance studios and 
more will be performing in the windows of  
downtown stores which will also be open 
late to get some of  that holiday shopping in. 
To learn more about this or any event on the 
Square, visit theindependencesquare.com.
The fun will continue on Saturday, December 
2, with the Mayor’s Christmas Carnival. This 
annual event will take place from 9 a.m. to 
Noon at the Roger T. Sermon Center, 201 
North Dodgion Street. Children are invited to 
enjoy crafts, play games, meet Santa and more.
The kick-off  weekend will end on December 
3 with the Mayor’s Christmas Concert at 2:30 
p.m. Benefitting the Community Services 
League, the concert will be held at the 
Community of  Christ Auditorium at 1001 

West Walnut.
This year’s concert will feature the 
Independence School District, Fourth 
Grade Students. In addition, there will be 
performances from the William Chrisman 
High School Concert Choir and the Spirit 
of  Independence Band. Directing this year’s 
concert is Cindy Midgorden of  the Santa Fe 
Trail Elementary School in the Independence 
School District. The Young MAIsterSingers 
of  the Music Arts Institute will also perform.
The Master of  Ceremonies this year will again 
be Independence resident Dick Wilson, from 
94.9 KCMO. Admission is free. A free-will 
offering will be accepted during the concert. 
For more information, visit cslcares.org or call 
(816) 912-4485. 
Be sure to visit the beautifully decorated 
historic sites throughout the City. The 1859 
Marshal’s home, 1879 Chicago and Alton 
Depot, Bingham-Waggoner Estate and Vaile 
Mansion have each been lovingly decorated by 
local volunteers.
The Visitor Experience Center inside the 
Historic Truman Courthouse will be hosting 
Carolers, Cookies, & Santa on Saturdays from 
1-4 p.m., November 25, December 2, 9, and 
16.
There is so much to choose from this holiday 
season. Check the City’s website, Facebook 
and Twitter pages for highlights throughout 
the month and be sure to share your own 
pictures with #indepmoholidays. 

 Holidays at a glance:
• December 1 at 6 p.m. - Mayor’s Holiday 

Lighting and Living Windows on the 
historic Downtown Square.

• December 2 at 9 a.m. to Noon - 
Mayor’s Christmas Carnival at the 
Sermon Center

• December 2, 9, and 16 from 1- 4 p.m. 
stop by the Visitor Experience Center 
for hot chocolate, cookies and Santa.

• December 3 at 2:30 p.m. - Mayor’s 
Christmas Concert at Community of  
Christ Auditorium at 1001 W. Walnut.

• December 7 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.- 
Independence Young Matrons 58th 
Annual Holly and Mistletoe Home Tour

• December 13 from 5-6:30 p.m.- 14th 
Annual Winter Solstice Torch-lit Hike 
at George Owens Nature Park

• Through December 30 - Tour the 
Vaile Mansion, Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate, 1859 Marshal’s Home, and 1879 
Chicago and Alton Depot all decorated  
for the Christmas holiday

It’s the most wonderful time of the year
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• Mark your calendars - 
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CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office 
located at 111 East Maple Street, 
Independence, MO 64050. 
For information call 325-7086. 

Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 

Join the fun, share your holiday 
pictures on social media with the 
hashtag #indepmoholidays.

Mayor’s Christmas Tree
Holiday Forest in the

http://theindependencesquare.com/
http://cslcares.org
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Bingham-Waggoner Christmas Tours
Nov. 24 - Dec. 30
All adult admissions - $6.00  
Youth 6 – 16 - $3.00
Tours begin Friday, Nov. 24 and will continue 
through Dec. 30 (closed Dec. 23-25). Walk-in 
tours are offered Mon. - Sat., 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and on Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. A Twilight Tour will be offered on 
Sunday, Dec. 3 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
The Estate is available for lunch or dinner 
events during the holidays. The Carriage 
House can seat parties ranging in size from 
10 to 50. Please call (816)461-3491 with any 
questions or to make a reservation. 

Mark your calendar - December Events
Mayor’s Holiday Lighting and Living 
Windows on the Square
Dec. 1, 6 p.m.

Event begins at Hiram Young Park, 215 E. 
Lexington Ave, and is free to the public.

The Community Development Department 
recently added a full-time Dangerous 
Buildings Specialist oversee those properties 
deemed dangerous by the City. A property 
can be deemed dangerous for various reasons, 
however the most common are issues related 
to structural integrity and/or sanitation. 
Procedures dealing with dangerous properties 
were also revised in order to gain swifter 
resolution. The ultimate goal is to have the 
violations corrected/repaired or the building 
demolished.

After a structure is deemed dangerous, an 
administrative hearing is held approximately 
30 days later. This hearing gives the property 

Looking at Dangerous Buildings 

Vaile Mansion Christmas Tours
Nov. 24 - Dec. 30
Victorian Holiday Elegance with lights 
reflecting on thousands of  ornaments 
decorating dozens of  Christmas trees 
throughout the grand rooms. Mon.-Saturday 
10 to 4, Sunday 1 to 4. Adults $6, children $3.

owner an opportunity to explain his/her 
plans for the property (repair or demolish). 
Based on these plans, an appropriate time 
extension to correct the violations may be 
granted. If  the violations are not corrected by 

the extension date, the City has the authority 
to demolish the structure. The owner is then 
billed for the cost of  the demo or a tax lien is 
assessed on the property.  

Learn more at indep.us/commdev. 

14th Annual Solstice Torch-lit Hike
Dec. 13, 5-6:30 p.m.

All ages/Free Event
Enjoy the beginning of  winter with a walk 
along a beautiful torch lit path and learn 
about the day we receive the shortest 
amount of  daylight. Watch artists create ice 
sculptures, find locally decorated snowmen 
along the trail, view the night sky with 
telescopes, see a live owls and raptors and 
much more!  The first 175 participants will 
receive a free travel mug to take home. 

Mayor’s Christmas Carnival
December 2, 9 a.m. to Noon
Bring the kids to the Roger T. Sermon 
Center, 201 N Dodgion  St., for holiday fun.

Mayor’s Christmas Concert
Dec. 3, 2:30 p.m.

Enjoy holiday music and raise funds for a 
good cause at the Community of  Christ 
Auditorium at 1001 W. Walnut.

58th Annual Holly and Mistletoe Tour
Dec. 7, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Tickets - $12 in advance, $15 at the door
The Independence Young Matrons, Holly 
and Mistletoe Tour will feature four eastern 
Jackson County homes, including the Vaile 
Mansion, the Lee Home at 2400 Glenview 
Ave, the Kraft Home at 4901 Whitney Dr, 
and the Hogan Home at 721 NE Seabrook 
Circle in Lee’s Summit. 
The Sweet Shop, featuring homemade 
goodies and raffle baskets will be located at 
the Community of  Christ Church (416 N. 
Liberty). Collectible Polly’s Pop will also be 
on sale. 
Purchase tickets at Alissa’s Flowers, Dotted 
Chair, Scott A Roberson DDS, The Living 
Stone, Petals and Potpurri, Cockrell 
Mercantile Co, Scandinavia Place, Vivilore, 
and Wild Bird Center of  Independence. 
Proceeds for the Tour benefit local charities. 
Visit independenceyoungmatrons.org for 
more information. 

Holly Jolly Christmas
Dec. 9 and 16
Puppetry Arts Institute presents “Holly Jolly 
Christmas,” performed by puppeteer Kraig 
Kensinger, at 11025 E. Winner Road in 
Independence. 
Join Santa and his 
North Pole pals 
as they welcome 
the season with 
song and dance. 
Admission is $6.  
For reservations 
call 816-833-9777. 

Abracadabra, Aladdin!
Dec. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 & 10

Children’s Performing Theatre presents, 
“Abracadabra, Aladdin!” Adventurous fun 
and engaging music are all part of  this stage 
production.  
December 1, 2, 8 & 9 – 7:30 p.m.
December 3 & 10 – 2 p.m.
Adults - $7, Senior Citizens - $6, Children 12 
and under - $3
Call 816-325-7367 #3 for reservations.

Selfies with Santa
Dec. 9, 2-4 p.m.

The Friends of  the National Frontier Trails 
Museum invite you to visit with Santa and 
dress up as Lewis & Clark for a selfie with 
a Newfoundland dog just like the one they 
took on their journey! There will also be 
hands-on activities for all ages. For more info 
call (816)325-7575.

City Offices Closed
December 25 and 26
City Offices will be closed for the Christmas 
Holiday.

Before - 1412 W. Walnut St. After - 1412 W. Walnut St.

http://indep.us/commdev
http:// www.independenceyoungmatrons.org
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Snow and ice storms are inevitable but is there 
such a thing as an environmentally friendly 
way to de-ice sidewalks and driveways?
Rock salt (sodium Chloride) is effective but 
it’s also a highly corrosive toxin that ruins the 
surrounding soil (adversely affecting grass, 
shrubs and flower beds), corrodes metal, 
contaminates groundwater and is harmful to 
pets and wildlife. It can never be removed 
once it is introduced into the environment 
and it does not break down or evaporate. 
Eco-friendly options include fine or coarse 
sand, kitty litter, or ashes – which will help 
with traction and assist the sun in melting ice. 
These are not as effective as rock salt but are 
much healthier for the environment. 
If  you choose to use a commercial 
deicer, look for those that state they are 
environmentally safe. Products containing 
calcium magnesium acetate (a salt-free 
compound) are effective, easy to use, and 
biodegradable but tend to be fairly expensive. 
Calcium magnesium acetate prevents ice from 
attaching to cement and serves to break down 

and melt layers of  ice already on sideways and 
driveways.  Products with calcium chloride 
work well in very low temperatures and are 
effective using smaller amounts compared to 
rock salt. The application of  deicers is better 
as preventive than curative measure so it is 
best to apply them before the ice or snow 
falls, or first remove as much snow and ice as 
possible. In the end, there is no substitute for 
muscle and elbow grease so get out the snow 
shovel and move as much snow as you can 
during the storm. Remember, deicers are most 
effective when applied to a thin layer of  ice. 
In choosing deicing substances, it is important 
to read the labels in order to find out the 
ingredients and to use the product as directed 
on the package. Follow directions carefully 
and only apply as much as is needed to do the 
job. A little goes a long way. Make sure that 
you have a good supply of  deicing product on 
hand before the ice or snow hits so you’ll be 
prepared. Making good environmental choices 
helps the earth which in turns helps all of  us.

Meet the Downtown Redevelopment Coordinating Committee

Choose an eco-friendly deicer this winter
Did you know it is against City code to alter 
your driveway approach without a permit? 
Citizens interested in making this change 
to their property should contact the Public 
Works Department at (816)325-7600. 

Did you know?

The City Council announced the 12 
members of  the Downtown Redevelopment 
Coordinating Committee on October 16. 
Linda Brosam, Bryan Conley, Tom Garland, 
Jill Getman, Jennifer Manuleleua, Matthew 
Medley, Brian Schultz, Monte Short, Linda 
Ellis Sims, Trevor Tilton, Dr. Alan Williams, 
and Second District Councilmember Curt 
Dougherty all have a great deal of  passion for 
the City and its future. 
The Committee’s purpose is to advance 
neighborhood stabilization and economic 
development in downtown Independence, 
which is bounded by Noland Road to the 
east, Lexington Avenue/Pacific Avenue to 
the south, Winner Road to the south and 
west; and 24 Highway to the north. However, 
the committee may make recommendations 
outside of  the downtown area if  those 
recommendations support the committee’s 
objectives. 
District 2 Council Member Curt Dougherty 
was appointed to chair the committee and act 
as its liaison to the City Council.
The committee will work to coordinate 
improvements to historic sites, multi-modal 
trails, and commercial zones through what is 
believed to be a one year commitment ending 
on September 30, 2018. Their first meeting 
was held on Oct. 27, 2017. 
This is all part of  the City’s new Strategic 
Plan, Independence for All, and the four goals 
outlined for the future of  the City over the 

next five years including increasing economic 
prosperity and achieving livability, choice, 
access, health and safety through a quality 
build environment.
Looking at the members 
Brian Schultz  is an Instruction Specialist with 
the Independence School District, and also an 
active member of  the McCoy Neighborhood 
currently serving as Vice President. 
Jill Getman has lived in Independence for 
20 years. She currently works at Stewardship 
Capital and as a reading para for the 
Independence School District. 
Matthew Medley is the co-owner of  Medley 
Smiles and 3 Trail Brewery. He is a member 
of  the SantaCaliGon Steering Committee and 
a member of  the 2018 L.E.A.D. class.
Jennifer Manuleleua is the Community 
Development Manager for the Community 
Services League. She is also an active 
volunteer throughout the City serving on the 
Independence Ethnic Council, a member 
of  Revive church, the Fairmount Family 
Business District and the Mount Washington 
Neighbors. 
Trevor Tilton owns Trevor Tilton Farmers 
Insurance near the Square. He is active in the 
Chamber of  Commerce and is a member of  
the 2018 L.E.A.D. Class. 
Bryan Conley is a Police Officer for the City 
of  Oak Grove and a life-long resident of  
Independence.  

Monte Short is the President of  Montacie 
Development, a life-long Independence 
resident and an active member of  the 
Englewood area. 
Linda Ellis Sims was born and raised in 
Independence and moved back to the area 
in 2009. She retired from ExxonMobil in 
2012 and now serves on the Independence 
School District Foundation and Community 
Service League 24 Highway Building Project 
Planning/Ideas Committee. 
Dr. Alan Williams is a minister in the 
community and a carpenter who looks 
forward to bringing his creativity to this 
committee. 
Linda Brosam is a life-long resident of  
Jackson County and recently retired from 
Shook, Hardy and Bacon after serving as a 
receptionist for 14 years. She is also active 
in her church and the Fort Osage Alumni 
association.
Tom Garland is a Parks and Natural 
Resources Manager with more than 20 years 
of  experience in park planning. 

Councilmember Curt Dougherty was 
elected in April 2012 after serving as State 
Representative for Northeast Independence 
from 2003-2011. He has worked as an 
Electrical Contractor for more than 15 years.

Learn more about the Strategic Plan, 
Independence for All, at indep.us/indep4all
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City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - At-large member Chris Whiting
On October 16, 
City leaders joined 
City Manager 
Zach Walker, 
Police Chief  
Brad Halsey and 
Fire Chief  John 
Greene to break 
ground on the new 
Communications 
Center near the 
Independence 

Utility Center off  of  23rd Street and RD 
Mize. While a 6,000 square foot building 
may not seem exciting, this one will house 
employees who play an important role in the 
safety of  our community. 
For years, the City’s 911 Dispatchers have 
been housed in the basement of  the Central 
Police building. The space is dark and 
cramped. It does not have the room needed 
to expand the technology these employees 
depend upon nor does it allow for any future 
growth needs of  the City. Dispatchers work 
a high-stress job, with long hours and high 
stakes. They are interacting with citizens 
and visitors in challenging situations. It 
is important that they have not only the 
equipment they need to be effective and 
efficient in this task but also an environment 
that meets their needs as employees. 
In 2004, Independence citizens passed the 
Public Safety Sales Tax. It is the revenue 
generated from this tax that will be used to 

pay for the new Communications Center, a 
project that has been discussed for over a 
decade. Now that the ground is broken on 
the project, it is expected to be completed 
relatively quickly with an opening in late May 
2018. 
The new building will house work stations 
for 14 dispatchers, and, because this is a 
stand-alone building, there is room to allow 
for future expansions with space for up to 
10 more work stations. There will also be a 
training room, a 200 kW backup generator 
and a 120 foot radio tower. 
In 2016, dispatchers responded to more 
than 170,000 calls. As a member of  the City 
Council, I am proud to have the opportunity 
to approve a space that will ensure these 
employees have all they need to be successful 
while helping so many. This is a great step 
forward for the City, an opportunity for 
growth, and a well-deserved upgrade for our 
frontline employees, all housed in a simple 
building. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as 
your Councilmember-At-Large, it is a pleasure 
to be able to make projects like this come to 
life.

City Council Meetings
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

www.City7.TV    *Denotes live meeting,all others are rebroadcasts.

Planning Commission Meetings
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

Regional Animal Shelter
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automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

City Drop-Off Depot
2nd Saturday  

March - November
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

875 Vista Avenue
Learn more at indep.us/dropoffdepot.

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Tues.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (816) 621-7722

Always Spay or Neuter!


