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Consider this scenario: It’s 2 o’clock in 
the morning. You and your family are fast 
asleep when you awaken to the smoke alarm 
sounding and the smell of  smoke. What do 
you do? If  you and your family don’t have a 
plan in place, it could jeopardize your safety, 
or even prove deadly.

In a typical home fire, you may have as little 
as one to two minutes to escape safely from 
the time the smoke alarm sounds. That’s 
why home escape planning is so critical in 
a fire situation. It ensures that everyone in 
the household knows how to use that small 
window of  time wisely. 

“Developing and practicing a home escape 
plan is like building muscle memory,” 
said Glenda Knisely, Independence Fire 
Department Fire Inspector. “That pre-
planning is what everyone will draw upon 
to snap into action and escape as quickly as 
possible in the event of  a fire.”

This year’s Fire Prevention Week theme, 
“Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!” 
works to better educate the public about 
the critical importance of  developing 
a home escape plan and practicing it. 
The Independence Fire Department is 

working in coordination with the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the 
official sponsor of  the Fire Prevention 
Week for more than 90 years, to reinforce 
those potentially life-saving messages. Fire 
Prevention Week is October 8-14, 2017.

“Home escape planning is one of  the most 
basic but fundamental elements of  home 
fire safety, and can truly make the difference 
between life and death in a fire situation,” 
said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice president of  
Outreach and Advocacy. 

In support of  Fire Prevention Week, 
Inspector Knisely encourages all households 
to develop a plan together and practice it. A 
home escape plan includes working smoke 
alarms on every level of  the home, in every 
bedroom, and near all sleeping areas. It also 
includes two ways out of  every room, usually 
a door and a window, with a clear path to an 
outside meeting place (like a tree, light pole, or 
mailbox) that’s a safe distance from the home.

To learn more about this year’s Fire 
Prevention Week campaign, “Every Second 
Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out” and home escape 
planning, visit firepreventionweek.org.

Develop a home escape plan
NFPA and the Independence Fire 
Department offer these additional tips 
and recommendations for developing and 
practicing a home escape plan:

• Draw a map of  your home with all 
members of  your household, marking 
two exits from each room and a path 
to the outside from each exit.

• Practice your home fire drill twice a 
year. Conduct one at night and one 
during the day with everyone in your 
home, and practice using different 
ways out.

• Teach children how to escape on their 
own in case you can’t help them.

• Make sure the number of  your home 
is clearly marked and easy for the fire 
department to find.

• Close doors behind you as you leave, 
this may slow the spread of  smoke, 
heat and fire.

Once you get outside, stay outside. Never 
go back inside a burning building.

Every second counts - prepare for a fire emergency
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CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office 
located at 111 East Maple Street, 
Independence, MO 64050. 
For information call 325-7086. 

Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 
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You’re invited to the 
Enchanted Forest
You and your family are invited to join us 
at the “Enchanted Forest” held at George 
Owens Nature Park on October 20, 21, 
27 & 28. This annual event is a non-scary 
alternative designed for children ages 3-9, but 
children of  all ages are welcome.  Princesses, 
heroes and fairy tale characters come to life 
in short, 2-minute scenes along the candle lit 
trail. At the end of  the trail, patrons can take 
a wagon ride by the park’s two lakes where 
additional attractions can be viewed.  

Cost is $3 per person at the gate. Debit/
credit cards and cash accepted. There is a 
concession stand available as well as traveling 
scenes to entertain visitors as they wait to 
enter the forest. The gate opens at 7 p.m. each 
night and the line closes to new patrons at 9 
p.m. 

For additional information call (816)325-7370 
or (816)325-7115. George Owens is located 
at 1601 S. Speck Road. The event is produced 
by the Powerhouse Theatre Foundation in 
cooperation with the City of  Independence 
Parks, Recreation, & Tourism Department.  

Victorian Funeral Customs
October 21, 5-8 p.m.
Visit the Vaile Mansion for the Victorian 
Funeral Customs Event. Learn about jewelry 
worn only during the mourning period and 
see exhibits showing various Victorian funeral 
customs. Tickets are available on EventBrite 
starting Sept. 1 or at the door on Oct. 21.

69th Annual Chamber  
Halloween Parade
October 28, 10-11:15 a.m.
The Independence Chamber of  Commerce 
holds an annual Halloween Parade on 
the Historic Independence Square. The 
Halloween Parade consists of  local businesses, 
organizations, and community leaders.

Mark your calendar - October Events Don’t bag those leaves, mow them
With the end of  summer comes the end of  
weekly mowing, or does it? The University 
of  Missouri Extension’s Horticulturist Brad 
Fresenburg recommends using your mower to 
mulch and shred leaves, allowing the nutrients 
that they hold to return to your yard. 
In Missouri, leaves may fall from trees for 
several months. Below are a few tips to help 
you successfully mow your leaves:
• A sharp mower blade is more effective. 

Sharpen the mower blade, it may be dull 
after a long season of  mowing.

• Avoid mowing shorter then you normally 
would. By leaving the grass a little longer 
it allows the shredded leaf  pieces to sift 
down so they are less visible. A height of  3 
to 4 inches is often suggested.

• Mow before the layer of  leaves piles up 
too high. More than 3-4 inches of  leaves is 
probably too much. Also, don’t let a dense 
layer of  leaves (especially wet and matted) 
lie on turf  too long. Given an extended 
rainy spell, raking may be needed.

• Don’t mow too fast; the leaves won’t chop 
up as well. 

• Dry leaves chop up better, so this can 
be dusty. Wear a dusk mask and safety 
goggles. 

• If  you have a bagger attachment, consider 
collecting the leaves and using them to 
mulch around your yard.

If  you decide to bag your leaves make sure 
they are sent to a yard waste collection center 
(many trash companies will pick up your 
yard waste for an added fee) so they can be 
composted. It is illegal to dump yard waste 
down storm sewers or directly into creeks or 
streams. Yard waste also cannot be disposed 
of  in landfills.  
Also, as you prepare to winterize your yard, 
be sure to test your soil before applying 
fertilizer. If  you do apply fertilizer, make sure 
to remove any that ends up on driveways, 
sidewalks, and streets. If  left, it may be 
washed away with the next rain and can 
pollute creeks and streams. For more info 
on yard care or soil testing, go to extension.
missouri.edu/grasses.
Questions or concerns about stormwater? Call 
Water Pollution Control at (816)325-7711.

National Night Out
October 3, 5-8 p.m. 

On Tuesday, October 3rd, neighborhoods 
throughout Independence are invited to join 
forces with communities nationwide for 
the “National Night Out" crime and drug 
prevention event. National Night Out is 
sponsored by the National Association of  
Town Watch and co-sponsored locally by the 
Independence Police Department.

There will be food, informational handouts, 
free giveaways and demonstrations from the 
various units within the police department, 
including the K-9, SWAT team, Traffic Safety 
units and others.

Contact Officer Billy Pope (816)325-7645 
or Officer Luis Virgil (816)325-7643 with 
the Crime Prevention Unit, for additional 
information.

Jack and the Beanstalk
October 14 and 21 

On Saturday, October 14 and 
Saturday, October 21, Puppetry 
Arts Institute presents "Jack and 
the Beanstalk," performed by Kraig 
Kensinger, at 11025 E. Winner Road, 
Independence. 

To reserve seats, call 816-833-9777. 
Admission is $6 per person. 

Influenza (flu) season is quickly approaching 
so it is time to start thinking about how 
to protect yourself  and your family from 
the flu. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recommends flu 
vaccination for everyone age 6 months and 
older. An annual seasonal flu vaccine is the 
best way to reduce your risk of  getting sick 
with seasonal flu and spreading it to others. 

Every flu season is different, and influenza 
infection can affect people differently, 
but millions of  people get the flu every 
year, hundreds of  thousands of  people 
are hospitalized and thousands or tens of  
thousands of  people die from flu-related 
causes every year. Even healthy people can 
get very sick from the flu and spread it to 
others. Children, older adults, and immune 
suppressed people are at the highest risk of  
flu related illness complications and death.

Flu is a respiratory illness that spreads from 
person to person through droplets made 
when people cough, sneeze, or talk. Flu is also 
transmitted by touching a surface or an object 
that has flu virus on it and then touching your 
nose or mouth. In addition to getting a yearly 
flu vaccine, people should also take every day 
preventative actions to stop the spread of  
germs. Avoid close contact with sick people, 
cover your mouth or nose when you cough or 
sneeze, and wash your hands often with soap 
and water. 

The Independence Health Department is 
collaborating with the Independence School 
District again this year to hold school based 
flu vaccination clinics. Nurses will be visiting 
each school during the month of  October 
to administer flu vaccine to protect children 
from influenza and provide parents with 
a convenient way for their child to receive 
flu vaccination. Independence School 
District parents should watch for flu clinic 
information packets to be sent home with 
their child in August and September. Parents 
will need to complete the packet’s consent 
form and return it to their child’s school in 
order to have their child signed up for flu 
vaccination.

For more info about flu, visit the CDC’s flu 
website (www.cdc.gov/flu). For more info 
about flu clinics being held for Independence 
School District students in the month of  
October, you may contact the Independence 
Health Department at (816) 325-7185 or ask 
your school nurse. 

It’s that time, prepare for flu season

The first half  of  2017 has been busy with 
several projects under construction and 
projects coming soon to Independence.

Completed projects include:
• The reconstruction of  the Gates BBQ 

Restaurant located on 40 Hwy 

• Renovations to McKeever’s Price 
Chopper

• Tenant finishes for Pie Five Pizza 
Company, McAlister’s Deli, Qdoba 
Mexican Eats on Valley View Parkway 

• A new commercial building for Ted’s 
Trash Service on Truman Road

• Tenant finishes for Saer Chicken on 40 
Hwy. 

Projects currently under construction include:
• Sunterra Springs, a 38 unit Rehabilitation 

Center/Skilled Nursing Facility, is 
being constructed at the corner of  37th 
Terrace and Jackson with an anticipated 
opening before the end of  the year. 

• The former Big Bob’s Flooring Outlet 
near I-70 and Noland Road has been 
demolished to make way for a new Quik 
Trip. Once completed, the original Quik 
Trip will be demolished.

Future projects include:
• A new commercial building for Richline 

Motor Sports located at the northwest 
intersection of  23rd and Ellision Way 

• A new Cedar Hurst Independence, a 
69 bed Assisted Living Facility located 
in the Trinity development east of  
Children’s Mercy East

• A new commercial building for 
Truckmovers on Medical Center 
Parkway 

• A tenant finish for H & M located in 
Independence Center

• A building addition to the Cosentino’s 
Sun Fresh Grocery Store on 24 Hwy. 

For more information about these projects 
and any construction project in the City, you 
may contact the Community Development 
Department at (816)325-7401 if  you have any 
questions.

What’s that?

City Drop-Off Depot
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

2nd Saturday Each Month
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east 
approximately one mile, then north on 
Vista Avenue. 

Limbs, Firewood, Bushes, Stumps 
accepted. No Leaves or Grass.

Residential vehicles only, no 
commercial. No vehicles larger than 
a pick-up truck. Proof  of  residency 
required. Cash or local check only.

Trash and Brush: 
• Cars, $20
• Trucks, Vans, SUVs - $25 
• Trailers 8’ or less - $30
• Trailers Longer than 8’ - $40

Other Items:
• Major Appliances: $15 Each
• Batteries; Lawnmowers:  Free
• Tires: 5 or less - Free
  More than 5 - Vehicle fee applies

Full list at indep.us/dropoffdepot.

Recycling?
The Blue Spring’s Pink Hill Park Recycling 
Center is being evaluated for potential 
closure due to high operating costs. 

Independence residents and business owners 
are encouraged to check RecycleSpot.org 
to see list of  all recycling drop-off  centers 
in the Kansas 
City Metro. The 
website also 
shares upcoming 
events, tips on 
ways to reuse 
recyclable 
materials and 
more. 

Cemetery Crawl
October 28, time to be announced
The Friends of  the National Frontier Trails 
Museum will be providing tours by coach of  
local cemeteries and sharing stories of  famous 
pioneers buried there. Find more details at, 
facebook.com/FriendsofNFTM or email 
friendsnftm@yahoo.com.
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Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - Mayor Eileen Weir
On August 8, 
Independence 
voters 
overwhelming 
approved the 
renewal of  the 
Streets Sales Tax. 
While this tax is 
important, what 
still has me smiling 
days after the vote 

is the strong support of  our community for a 
service that is easy to overlook. 
The Streets Sales Tax is the primary source of  
funding for our street maintenance. It helps 
pay for street overlays, curb repair, sidewalks, 
bridges, snow removal, and more. Earlier 
this year we began implementing a new 
service that evaluates the conditions of  our 
streets and it then helps us determine what 
streets need repairs most and what types of  
repairs will be the most successful. Between 
the nearly 120,000 residents, thousands of  
visitors, and Missouri weather, our roads take 
a lot of  abuse. I am very excited to see this 
new program continue and the cost savings it 
will provide are a great benefit to citizens as 
well. 
While technology is very important, we still 
depend on our citizens to be our eyes and 
ears. There are nearly 600 miles of  roads in 
this city. You drive your street every day and 
know when you see something wrong. We 
need citizens to help report problems and 

concerns. You can file a concern electronically 
on the City’s Action Center at, indep.us/
actioncenter, or by calling the Public Works 
Department at (816)325-7600. 
Finally, the revenue from this sales tax is also 
used to leverage state and federal funding to 
complete projects along our major corridors. 
Citizens have seen this work along Highway 
24 this summer and have benefited from the 
completion of  the Little Blue Parkway on 
the east side of  town. In coming years, there 
will be pedestrian and bicycle facilities added 
along Highways 24 and 40 through Complete 
Street Projects. We will continue to look for 
opportunities to work with state and federal 
leaders to ensure our infrastructure can 
meet the changing needs and goals of  this 
community.
This has been a year of  looking toward the 
future. My fellow council members and I 
approved “Independence for All,” our 5-year 
strategic plan, this spring with aggressive goals 
designed to help move our City forward. This 
summer, citizens have been asked to help us 
shape the Comprehensive Plan which will 
guide City leaders as we look at everything 
from housing to workforce development over 
the next 20 years. And now, with the renewal 
of  the Streets Sales Tax we have one less 
worry for our citizens. We know the streets 
will always be taken care of. Thank you for 
your continued commitment to Independence 
at this exciting time. It is a joy to serve as your 
Mayor. 

City Council Meetings
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

www.City7.TV    *Denotes live meeting,all others are rebroadcasts.

Planning Commission Meetings
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Regional Animal Shelter

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!
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automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Need more info? 
Visit www.independencemo.org


