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Independence for All Guides 2017-2018 Budget

By City Manager Zachary Walker

On June 19, 2017 the City Council 
approved the proposed operating 
budget for the fiscal year July 1, 
2017 through June 30, 2018.  The 
proposed budget totals $315,831,907  
- a decrease of $5,544,459 (2%) from 
fiscal year 2016-2017. 

One year ago, the City stood at a 
fiscal crossroads. Due to numerous 
external factors, we faced a budget 
deficit in our General Fund of nearly $4 
million.  Through determination and 
collaboration, necessary decisions 
were made to close this fiscal gap.  
All City services were carefully 
evaluated, and non-essential items 
were suspended or eliminated.  

The City Council acted boldly to 
identify new revenue streams and 
shore up existing resources. City 
staff found creative ways to bring 
greater efficiencies to their daily 
activities and programs. Through 
this collective effort, we placed the 
City on a better path toward financial 
health.  

Building on this improved financial 
foundation, and with a renewed sense 
of focus, the City Council developed 
a five-year strategic plan on behalf 
of our citizens – Independence for 
All. It outlines strategies to achieve 
the goals that matter most to our 
residents, as indicated in citizen 
surveys and through input from civic 
leaders. 

Independence for All is about 
creating a safe and accessible place 
for families to thrive and businesses 
to grow and prosper. 

While we are able to achieve 
many of the strategies identified in 
Independence for All in this budget, 
there are several long-range issues 
to be considered. The means 

by which municipal services have 
traditionally been funded continue to 
erode dramatically and rapidly.  As 
such, there are three key factors which 
require responses beyond what can 
be accomplished in this budget:

1.  Stagnant sales tax growth.  While 
Independence continues to enjoy 
an economic renaissance, sales tax 
growth is virtually nonexistent outside 
of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
districts. In fact, net sales tax revenues 
are estimated to decline by $99,600, 
or 0.5% in the General Fund from last 
year’s adopted budget.  This is not 
surprising, given the shift in consumer 
spending away from brick-and-mortar 
retailers in favor of online shopping. 
Voters will be asked to implement a 
Use Tax in order to collect sales tax 
for out-of-state purchases.

2. Reclassification of data and 
wireless phone activities by the 
telecommunications industry.  As the 
telecommunications industry changes, 
consumer charges subject to the 
City’s franchise fee have changed. 
This revenue source has declined 
dramatically in the last several 
years, and this budget anticipates 
an additional decline in revenues of 
$488,672, a 13.4% decrease from last 
year’s adopted budget.

3. Continued climate evolution.  
Last summer we experienced cooler 
temperatures and above-average 
rainfall totals.  During the winter, we fell 
well below our average snowfall totals, 
while greatly exceeding the average 
daily high temperatures. This shift 
has a profound impact on municipal 
revenues. For example, natural gas 

utility franchise fees are projected 
to decline $500,000, a decrease 
of 12.5% over last year’s adopted 
budget. The decline in demand for 
these commodities during peak 
usage periods has resulted in lower 
franchise fee revenues from the gas, 
electric, and water utilities.

In order to maintain the fiscal health 
we worked so hard to establish, we 
must work collectively to manage our 
finances and seek new, sustainable 
funding strategies.

The City Council laid out an 
aggressive vision in Independence 
for All to transform our community 
through bold and decisive actions. 
Together, we are building a city 
recognized nationally for our quality 
neighborhoods, 21st century jobs, 
growing economy, diversity and safe, 
family-friendly community.  

We will achieve the vision by 
budgeting with a core principle of 
operating within our means – not just 
today, but in the years to come based 
on forecasts of economic growth.

To view the entire 2017-18 budget 
online, visit the city’s website at www.
independencemo.org.

“Independence 
for All is about 
creating a safe and 
accessible place for 
families to thrive 
and businesses to 
grow and prosper.”



Free Food Demo 
Saturday, August 16

Vote on Streets Sales Tax August 2
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Susan Block Award Nominations Due
The Susan Paxton Block distinguished 

Public Service Award is given each year 
by the City of Independence to honor 
excellence in public service.

Anyone can nominate a City 
employee, volunteer or elected 
official who has demonstrated 
outstanding public service, 
valor, and job performance with 
leadership.

Nomination forms are due Friday, 
August 18 and are available from Cantrell 
Wenzel, a Junior Service League (JSL) 
past president; City department directors; 
and at the Chamber of Commerce, 210 
W. Truman Road.  

Forms can also be printed from the 
City’s website at www.independencemo.
org. Completed forms should be mailed 
to the JSL at 3122 South Crysler, 
Independence, MO 64055.  Mrs. Block 
was a member and past president of 
the JSL.

The late Bill Paxton, father of the 
late Councilmember Block, established 
the award to honor her  memory 

and recognize individuals who 
demonstrate excellence while 
conducting City business. Mrs. 
Block represented the third 
council district from 1992 until 
her death in November of 1996.  

A s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e , 
comprised of local service club 

presidents, will select the recipient. The 
award is $1,000 plus a sterling silver 
medallion and a sterling silver lapel pin.  
Proceeds come from the memorial fund 
established by Paxton.

The award will be announced at the 
Monday, September 18, City Council 
meeting at City Hall, 111 East Maple. 
September 24 was Councilmember 
Block’s birth date.

For more information, call Cantrell 
Wenzel at (816) 510-8952.

The Independence Farmers’ and 
Crafters’ market has been an amenity 
for Independence citizens for more than 
40 years. It’s a great place to buy fruits, 
vegetables, eggs, honey, baked goods and 
homemade crafts, along with other food 
items. 

Buyers can use SNAP benefits at the 
market on all of the foods available and 
can also double their money through the 
Double Up Food Bucks program. The 
market is located at the corner of Walnut 
St. and Liberty St., and is open from 6 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. every Wednesday and Saturday 
through the end of October. 

National Farmers’ Market Week is 
August 6-12. This is the perfect time to 
see what the market has to offer when it 
comes to fresh, local, and healthy foods. 
Stop by on Saturday, August 12 for a free 
event from 9 to 11 a.m. There will be a 
free food demo by a local dietitian, fun 
photo opportunities and activities for kids. 

Additionally, the first 100 people to 
pick up a market passport from the Health 
Department table, fill it out by visiting 
six vendors, and return it to the Health 
Department table will receive $5 vouchers 
to be used at the farmers’ market that day. 
Vouchers will be given out beginning at 9 
a.m. on a first come, first serve basis, (one 
voucher per family).  Vouchers are for fruit 
and vegetable purchases only.

The most important ingredient in 
this event is you! Celebrate eating a 
healthier diet, trying new foods, picking 
up some produce favorites and meeting 
the people who grow your food. For more 
information, call (816) 325-7185 or visit 
www.independencemofarmersmarket.
com.

On Tuesday,  August  8 ,  2017, 
Independence residents will choose if the 
City’s existing half-cent Streets Sales Tax 
is renewed. Earlier this year, the citizen 
Streets Sales Tax Renewal Evaluation 
Committee recommended seeking the 
renewal of this tax, which is the primary 
source of funding for the City’s street 
maintenance efforts. 

Since the tax was first approved 
in 1998, it has generated revenue to 
resurface more than 500 miles of road, 
improve streets and intersections, replace 
18 bridges and provide matching funds 
for state and federal transportation grants. 

The half-cent sales tax generates 

approximately $8.7 million each year. 
If this tax is allowed to lapse, the City 
will not have adequate funds to keep 
up with the life-cycle maintenance of 
roads and bridges without significant 
budget cuts. 

The last day to register to vote is 
Wednesday, July 12. If you have questions 
about your voting status or where to vote, 
contact the Jackson County Election 
Board office at 215 N. Liberty; Telephone 
(816) 325-4600.

For more information on the Streets 
Sales Tax, projects it has funded and to 
read the official ballot language, please 
visit indep.us/streetssalestax.

Can’t Wait for CityScene?
CityScene is available on the City’s 

website on the first day of each month.
Go to www.independencemo.org and 

click on “Newsroom.” You will find 
both current and past issues.



Drop-Off Depot Fees 
Changing August 1

Summer Brings A Variety of Entertainment Options          
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Waste Collection Nets 52,710 Pounds
The 20th annual Household Hazardous 

Waste (HHW) Collection event on April 
1 was extremely successful, with 435 
vehicles,  from 502 
households, delivering 
52,710 pounds of waste 
products for proper 
disposal. This is an 
average of more than 
120 lbs. per vehicle. 
Products dropped off 
in the largest quantities 
were paint, oil, pesticides/toxics, aerosol 
cans, and car batteries.

There are facilities open all year where 
Independence residents can take HHW 
products, including the Kansas City 
facility located at 4707 Deramus Ave. 
in Kansas City, MO. No appointment 

required; open Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays. Contact them at (816) 513-8400 
or online at https://www.kcwaterservices.

org/programs/hhw/ for 
details. 

The Lee’s Summit 
facility is also free to 
Independence residents 
and is located at 2101 
S .E .  Hambl in  Rd . 
i n  L e e ’s  S u m m i t , 
MO.  appoin tments 

are required and can be made by 
calling (816) 623-3066 or online at 
https://schedulemyhhwappointment.
acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php. 

For more information about other 
mobile collection opportunities around the 
metro please call WPC at (816) 325-7711. 

Family coming to visit you this 
summer? Take them exploring around 
town! From the historic Vaile Mansion 
and the Bingham-Waggoner Estate, to the 
National Frontier Trails Museum and the 
historic Independence Square, to skating 
at the Centerpoint Community Ice at 
Silverstein Eye Centers Arena, or having 
a picnic at one of the many parks – there’s 
something for everyone to enjoy.

Art lovers should be sure to visit the 
Englewood Station Arts District for the 

Third Friday Art Walk on 
Friday, August 18.  From 
5:30 to 9 p.m., the area comes 
alive with art, music, food, and 
fun. The shops and galleries 

are on Winner Road, just west of its 
intersection with Sterling Avenue. 

A variety of artists, galleries, and 
working studios are located in the historic 
buildings of what was once the metro’s 
first suburban shopping district. Come 
explore artist studios and watch while they 
work, or meet the artists themselves and 
discuss the creative process.

Are you prepared for disaster? 
Emergencies can strike at any time without 
warning. Don’t miss the free 
Emergency Preparedness 
Class, held from 10 a.m. to 
noon on the third Saturday 
of each month at Fire Station 
#1, 950 N. Spring St.  Upcoming classes 
include: July 15 – Utility Safety; August 
19 – First Aid Basics; September 16, 72-

Hour Kits. For more information contact 
the Office of Emergency Preparedness at 
(816) 325-7167.

Celebrate the Total Solar Eclipse on 
Monday, August 21 at George Owens 
Nature Park, 1601 S. 
Speck Rd.  Independence 
is squarely in the path 
of the total eclipse, so 
the moon will completely cover the sun. 
Prime viewing time 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Free solar viewing glasses while they last. 
Questions? Call 816-325-7115.

Don’t miss Toddler Town on Tour 
for free daytime entertainment for kids 
ages 2-9.  From 9 to 11 a.m. each 
Wednesday through August, explore 
these playgrounds and work on an outdoor 
craft with your child.
•	July 12 – Benton Park, 707 S. Crane St.
•	July 19 – Beckett Park, 2701 S. Cherokee
•	July 26 – Glendale Park, 16010 E. 

Crackerneck Rd.
•	August 2 – Mill Creek Park, 1717 N. 

River Blvd.
•	August 9 – *Rotary Park, 10615 E. 24th 

St. S. - *Bring a towel 
•	August 16 – Hill Park, 2201 S. Maywood 
•	August 23 – Waterfall Park, 4501 S. 

Bass Pro Dr.
•	August 30 – George Owens Nature 

Park, 1601 S. Speck Rd.
On Saturday, August 19, Puppetry 

Arts Institute presents "Geppetto's Big 
Fish," an original sequel to Collodi's 

P i n o c c h i o ,  p e r f o r m e d 
by Anitra Steele of Two 
Frogs and a Turtle Puppet 
Company.  Performances 
are at 11 am & 2 pm, and 
admission is $6 per person. 
For reservations, call (816) 833-9777. 
Find the Puppetry Arts Institute at 11025 
E. Winner Road. 

Looking for a free program where kids 
can explore nature, hear great stories and 
make nature crafts? Come out for Nature 
Story Time at George Owens Nature Park, 
1601 S. Speck Rd. every Thursday at 
10 a.m. or 11 a.m. through August. For 
details, call (816) 325-7115.
•	 July 20 – Catching Dragonflies
•	 July 27 – Catching Toads
•	 August 3 – Crazy Caterpillars
•	 August 10 – So Many Flowers, So 

Many Bugs
•	 August 17 – Children will learn about 

the total Solar Eclipse on August 21.
•	 August  24  –  Say Goodbye to 

Hummingbirds
Save The Date! Make your plans now for 

the 2017 Santa-Cali-Gon Festival on Labor 
Day weekend, 
September 1-4. 
There will be an 
exciting lineup of 
performers this 

year, along with the carnival rides, craft and 
food vendors which have made this annual 
event a favorite for more than 40 years.

The City Drop-Off Depot is open to 
Independence residents from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on the second Saturday of each 
month (March - November) at 875 Vista 
Avenue, approximately one mile east of 
M-291 off Truman Road.

Effective August 1, 2017, the cost per 
load will be:

 » Trash and Brush:  Car, $20; Truck/
SUV/Van, $25; Trailer 8’ or less, $30; 
Trailer over 8’, $40

 » Appliances: $15 each
 » Vehicle batteries, lawn mowers: Free
 » Tires (5 or less): Free
 » Tires (more than 5): Vehicle fee 

applies.
Cash or local checks only. No credit/debit cards.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions are 

available as live and archived streaming video 
on the City’s website,  www.independencemo.
org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting call 
(816) 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Directory
CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7170. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

City Drop-Off Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, July 8
875 Vista Avenue

One mile east of M-291 on Truman Rd.

Trash: Cars, $11; 
   Trucks, Vans, SUVs, or
   Trailers 8’ or under - $16;
   Trailers Longer than 8’ - $26
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: 
  All vehicles and trailers, $11/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries; Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $2; Mounted Car, $4;
Truck, $5; Mounted Truck, $11;
Farm/Tractor, $16

Next Drop-Off
Saturday, August 12* 

*Fees Changing
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

Where To Call
The City of Independence 
has an automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-
7000 and say the name of the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Recycling Information

Your one-stop spot for recycling 
information in the Greater Kansas 
City area is www.recyclespot.
org or call (816) 474-8326.

Pink Hill Park Recycling Center
2725 NW Park Road, Blue Springs
Open Weds. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat./Sun. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ted’s Trash Recycling
10800 E. Truman Road, Independence
Drop off recyclables 24 hrs./7 days a week

Surplus Exchange
518 Santa Fe St., KCMO (816) 472-0444 
Computers, monitors, printers, TVs, etc.

The two City recycling centers were 
permanently closed on March 31, 2017. 
Most trash  companies now offer curbside 
pickup for recyclables; check with your 
service provider.


