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Senator Bob Dole (seated) with 
representatives from the Chiefs 
organization and Mayor Weir.

Senator Bob Dole Receives 2017 
Truman Public Service Award

New Pioneer Woman Statue Dedicated at Trails Museum

The Independence Harry S. Tru-
man Commission selected former 
U.S. Senator Bob Dole as the 2017 
Harry S. Truman Public Service Award 
recipient. The award was presented 
to Senator Dole in a public ceremony 
held at the Truman Library on May 1.

The award is presented annually to 
an outstanding American citizen who 
best typifies and posses the qualities 

of dedication, industry, ability, honesty 
and integrity which distinguished 
President Harry S Truman.  

“The Harry S. Truman Award for 
Public Service is the highest honor 
bestowed by the City of Independence,” 
said City of Independence Mayor 
Eileen Weir. “The Commission is 
pleased to honor Senator Dole for his 
extensive career of military and public 
service.” 

Senator Dole joins a distinguished 
list of honorees including former 
Presidents Jimmy Carter, Gerald 
Ford and Bill Clinton and patriotic 
women such as Coretta Scott King, 
Margaret Truman Daniel and Mary 
Jean Eisenhower.

Senator Dole is a senior statesman 
highly regarded for his practical 
politics and ability to reach across the 
aisle on matters of important national 
policy. He served in the Senate 
for thirty years where he chaired 
numerous committees, and served 
as both minority leader and majority 
leader. He holds the record as the 
longest-serving Republican leader 

and was part of numerous bipartisan 
compromises including the landmark 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

The Kansas City Chiefs organization 
was selected for the 2017 Harry S. 
Truman Special Recognition Award, 
which was also presented during 
the ceremonies, in appreciation 
and acknowledgment of significant 
services to the community. 

The Truman Award Commission 
selected the Chiefs organization for 
their service through the Chiefs Com-
munity Caring Team programs which 
improve civic engagement, support 
families and children, and recognize 
active military and veterans. 

Just in time for Mother’s Day, the new 
Pioneer Woman statue was unveiled for 
dedication by Mayor Eileen Weir and the 
sculptor, Charles Goslin, on May 11. The 
statue depicts a typical pioneer woman 
holding a small child in her arms.

Standing in front of the National Frontier 
Trails Museum at 318 W. Pacific, the statue 
was placed near one of Jim Bridger, the 
famed explorer and trail guide, who is 
buried in Independence. 

The original Pioneer Woman statue 
was dedicated in 1990, during the 
opening ceremonies of the Museum, 
commemorating the starting point of the 
Santa Fe, California and Oregon Trails.

Thieves removed and cut up the original 
statue in 2013, in an attempt to sell the 
bronze as scrap metal. While the thieves 
were caught and prosecuted, the remains 
of the statue were never found.

Nearly $40,000 was raised through 
private donations to fund creation of the 
replacement statue.

Museum curator Dave Aamodt said 
the purpose of the statue is “To honor all 
pioneer women – both past and present 
– and the service that they give to their 
society and their community.”

The National Frontier Trails Museum is 
open 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday- Saturday 
and 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. Sundays.



Fireworks on Monday, July 3 Celebrate Independence Day
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City Volunteers Recognized April 29
The City of Independence wants 

to make the City a place with good 
jobs, welcoming neighborhoods, solid 
infrastructure and a strong sense of 
community. The comprehensive plan, 
called Imagine Independence 2040, is the 
blueprint for achieving that vision.

The City invites the public to join the 
discussion on each of these topics. A 
public meeting is scheduled from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Thursday, June 22 at the North 
Independence branch of Mid-Continent 
Public Library, 317 W. U.S. 24 Highway. 

For questions or more information, 
call (816) 325-7418, email indep2040@
indepmo.org or visit the project website 
www.indep.us/2040.

Public Meeting On
Comprehensive 
Plan June 22

On April 29, approxi-
mately 150 volunteers 
joined Mayor Eileen 
Weir, members of the 
City Council and de-
partment directors for 
the annual Volunteer 
Breakfast at the Truman 
Memorial Building.

Each year the City of Independence 
recognizes the volunteers who contribute 

It’s an Independence Day celebration! 
On Monday, July 3, bring your lawn 
chairs or blankets to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints pageant 
grounds, 937 W. Walnut, for a free outdoor 
concert starting at 7 p.m. Featuring the 
Hughes Brothers, from Branson, Missouri, 
the concert will feature more than 100 
family members, all performing on the 
lighted stage.

At 9 p.m. the celebration continues 
with the rousing sounds of the Spirit 
of Independence Concert Band, in 
preparation for the giant fireworks display 
at 9:30 p.m. Come early as parking is 
limited. Remember, there is no smoking, 
fireworks or alcohol allowed – and leave 
your pets safely at home.

It’s the 30th year for the annual 
Bingham-Waggoner Antique & Craft 
Fair, 313 W. Pacific. From 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, July 8 more than 
100 antique dealers and crafters will be 
offering collectibles and original crafts on 
the shaded Estate grounds. 

Nibble on Polish sausages, hot dogs and 
hamburgers as well as “walking tacos.” 
Share a bag of kettle corn, enjoy lemonade 
and homemade cookies, or just sit and 
relax. There will be a door prize drawing 
every hour. The Spirit of Independence 
Community Band will play at noon.

Fair admission is free; Mansion tours 
will be available 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For 
more information, call (816) 461-3491.

On Saturday, July 8, Puppetry Arts 
Institute presents The Snow Queen, 
based on the beloved Hans Christian 
Andersen fairy tale, as performed by 
Eulenspiegel Puppets. Performance times 
are 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at 11025 E. Winner 
Road. Admission is $6 per person. For 
reservations, call (816) 833-9777. 

Summer is the perfect time to take 
all the kids out for free, family-friendly 
entertainment, courtesy of Independence 
Parks & Recreation.

From 6:30 to 8 p.m. each Tuesday 
evening, visit a different park for Popsicles 
in the Park. There will 
be arts and crafts with 
Oddball Kids each 
night, a wide variety 
of entertainment and, 
of course, great frozen treats!
-June 6: Benton Park, 707 S. Crane St.
-June 13: Fairmount Park, 300 N. Home
-June 20: Beckett Park, 2701 S. Cherokee
-June 27: Santa Fe Park, 3731 S. Santa 
Fe Rd. 
-July 11: George Owens Nature Park, 
1601 S. Speck Rd.
-July 18: St. Clair Park, 433 S. Fairley
-July 25: Hill Park, 2201 S. Maywood
-August 1: Sycamore Hills Park, 3700 
S. Haden Dr.

If you are looking for free daytime 
entertainment for kids ages 2-9, it’s 
Toddler Town on Tour! From 9 to 11 
a.m. on Wednesdays, explore these 

playgrounds and work on an outdoor craft 
with your child.
-June 14: Bundschu Park, 11400 E. 9th 
St. S
-June 21:  Dickinson Park, 1700 
Dickinson Road
-June 28: McCoy Park, 800 N. Bess 
Truman Pkwy. *Bring a towel!
-July 12:  Benton Park, 707 S. Crane St.
-July 19:  Beckett Park, 2701 S. Cherokee
-July 26: Glendale Park, 16010 E. 
Crackerneck Rd.

Don’t forget the dragonflies! The kids 
will love visiting George Owens Nature 
Park at 1601 S. Speck Road for Dragonfly 
Daze on Saturday, July 22. From 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. the kids can run around 
to catch dragonflies, and 
create their own. Nature 
Park staff will supply nets, 
craft materials and all 
kinds of dragonflies. Bring 
sunscreen, a refillable water bottle and 
insect repellant. Questions? Call (816) 
325-7115.

For more activities in June, check the 
Calendar of Events on the city’s website 
at www.independencemo.org or contact 
the Tourism Division at (816) 325-7111.

hundreds of hours of 
service, including at the 
historic sites. Volunteers 
throughout the City 
are an important asset, 
assisting with tours, 
answering questions and 
providing information. 

During the breakfast, 
the volunteers were served by City 
staff and were entertained by students 
f r o m  t h e  Va n 
Horn High School 
C h o i r .  M a y o r 
Weir thanked all 
in attendance for 
their  continued 
dedication to the 
City.



Four Steps For Safe Summer Picnics
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Keep Yard Waste 
Out of Water System

Have You Seen These Towers?
We all know plastic, paper, and other 

trash from daily activities should not end up 
in our creeks and streams. However, yard 
waste (grass clippings, leaves, brush, tree 
limbs, etc.) and pet waste are commonly 
overlooked as a source of pollution. 

Organic items may seem safe for 
streams and creeks, but they are not. Once 
in water, oxygen is needed to break down 
and decompose these wastes, which leaves 
fish and other aquatic life with little to no 
oxygen for survival. Organic matter can 
also create offensive odors along creeks 
and streams as it decomposes. 

Dumping yard waste into streams and 
creeks is illegal, as well as unsightly. In 
addition to causing pollution, 
dumped  ya rd  was te 
blocks stormwater inlets 
and clogs stormwater 
drains. This may cause 
flooding of city streets or 
neighboring property. 

Keep local streams clean and safe:
◊	 Leave grass clippings on your yard
◊	 Clean grass clippings from sidewalks, 

driveways and streets
◊	 Compost leaves and grass clippings, 

along with other compostable items from 
your home
◊	 Use leaves and grass clippings to 

mulch around your vegetable garden
◊	 Participate in yard waste pickup and 

removal through your residential trash 
service, if it is offered (yard waste cannot 
be disposed of with normal household 
trash)
◊	 Take yard waste to a yard waste 

collection center where it can be composted 
and used by others
◊	 Pick up pet waste and dispose of it 

with other household trash (pet waste 
should not be used around vegetable 
gardens)

Remember, every storm drain leads to 
local streams and into rivers. Stormwater 
does not get treated at the wastewater 
treatment plant. Dumping leftover 
fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides, used oil, 
antifreeze, paints and cleaners is not only 
illegal, it is dangerous to the health of 
waterways, wildlife and humans. 

While these may look like radio 
towers or tornado sirens, they are actually 
supporting small cells. Small cells 
supplement traditional antennas on cellular 
towers, improving the 
speed and reliability 
of data connectivity to 
cell phones and mobile 
devices. Small cells 
can be deployed on 
monopoles, utility and 
streetlight poles and 
even on buildings.

Utility companies 
are allowed under state 
law to locate poles and 
supporting equipment in the public rights-
of-way with very limited exceptions. A 
small cell on a monopole was recently 
installed by Mobilitie at 3150 S. Lee’s 
Summit Road. Due to concerns about 
the visual impact on Drumm Farm, the 
company voluntarily agreed to relocate 

to a less prominent site nearby and will 
begin this process soon.  

Several telecommunications companies 
have contacted staff about adding 

additional small cells 
in Independence. The 
City is facilitating the 
responsible deployment 
of small cells to ensure 
exceptional internet 
service for businesses 
and residents while 
protecting city assets 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
aesthetics. 

The City Council 
adopted a new ordinance to streamline 
the right-of-way permitting process and 
enhance the scrutiny applied to small cell 
applications. Every effort will be made 
to accommodate less visible small cell 
attachments on existing infrastructure 
rather than erecting new poles.  

Become a fan of the City of Independence 
at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twitter, go to http://twitter.
com/CityOfIndepMO and click the follow button.  

Avoid problems with your picnic food 
this summer by remembering four simple 
steps: Clean, Separate, Cook and Chill.

Clean: Keep your cooking area clean; 
wash hands and surfaces with warm water 
and soap before and after handling food.  

Separate: Keep prepared and ready-
to-eat foods separated from raw food. 
Harmful bacteria in raw meat and its 
juices can be easily spread by drips from 
packages, hands, or utensils. Never use 
the same platter or utensils for both raw 
and cooked meat. 

Cook: Use a thermometer to cook 
foods to the proper temperature and clean 
it between uses. Heating to the correct 
internal temperature can destroy harmful 

bacteria. After grilling meat, hold it at 
140°F or warmer. When reheating fully 
cooked meats like hot dogs, grill to 165°F 
or until steaming hot. These foods should 
not sit out for more than two hours, or one 
hour in temperatures above 90°F.  After 
that, throw it away to be safe. 

Chill: For cold foods, use an insulated 
cooler to keep the food at 41°F or below 
until serving time. Keep meat refrigerated 
until you are ready to cook it, and then 
place it immediately on the grill. 

For further information on keeping 
food safe during your summer events, 
visit www.fsis.usda.gov/ or contact the 
Independence Health Department at (816) 
325-7803. 
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.indepen-
dencemo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting call 
(816) 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Directory
CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7170. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

City Drop-Off Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, June 10
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $11; 
   Trucks, Vans, SUVs, or
   Trailers 8’ or under - $16;
   Trailers Longer than 8’ - $26
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: 
  All vehicles and trailers, $11/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries; Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $2; Mounted Car, $4;
Truck, $5; Mounted Truck, $11;
Farm/Tractor, $16

Next Drop-Off
Saturday, July 8

Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

Where To Call
The City of Independence 
has an automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-
7000 and say the name of the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Recycling Information

Your one-stop spot for recycling 
information in the Greater Kansas 
City area is www.recyclespot.
org or call (816) 474-8326.

Pink Hill Park Recycling Center
2725 NW Park Road, Blue Springs
Open Weds. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat./Sun. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ted’s Trash Recycling
10800 E. Truman Road, Independence
Drop off recyclables 24 hrs./7 days a week

Surplus Exchange
518 Santa Fe St., KCMO (816) 472-0444 
Computers, monitors, printers, TVs, etc.

The two City recycling centers were 
permanently closed on March 31, 2017. 
Most trash  companies now offer curbside 
pickup for recyclables; check with your 
service provider.


