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Informing Citizens

Fun with Rain Gardens and Rain Barrels – Think Spring
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Hummingbirds love to visit native 
plants such as the Cardinal Flower.

Make your 
garden unique 
by painting your own rain barrel.

Get Involved With The 2017-2021 Strategic Plan
The City Council recently adopted 

a new five-year strategic plan. The 
plan will enhance the community, 
creating a safe and accessible place 
for families to thrive and businesses 
to grow and prosper. The City is 
committed to a unified vision that 
stretches from the Mayor and City 
Council to front-line employees and 
includes citizens and community 
partners.

Resu l t s  f rom p r io r  c i t i zen 
satisfaction surveys and input from 
civic leaders helped the City Council 
establish four goals: 

  
1. C u s t o m e r - f o c u s e d  – 

Transparen t  and  respons ive 
communication is at the core of the 
strategic plan. It should be easy 
for citizens to find information and 
interact with local government. 

2. Financially sustainable – The 
City takes seriously its responsibility 
to act as a steward of limited public 
resources. The City Council considers 
long-term impacts in all financial 
decisions. 

3. Growth – The City is taking 
steps to attract and retain quality 
employers and grow the number of 
retail and commercial businesses 
in Independence. New businesses 
provide jobs and lifestyle choices for 
all while helping control taxes and fees. 

4. Quality – It is time to clean up 
the appearance of the City. Focusing 
on high visibility commercial corridors 
will create a more inviting city for 
residents, visitors and businesses. 

The plan includes 74 strategies 
which outline how to achieve each of 
the Council’s four goals. Performance 

measures set the foundation for 
a continuous cycle of monitoring 
progress and adjusting as needed to 
ensure success.

Th i s  p l a n  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e 
community. Your involvement is 
crucial. Some of Independence’s 
greatest accomplishments were the 
result of active citizens working in 
partnership with the City. 

Everyone has an important part 
to play, and there are many ways to 
get involved. Lead a neighborhood 
project to pick up litter. Voice support 
for plan initiatives via social media. 
Donate or volunteer for local schools. 
Support local businesses. Use the 
online Action Center to report code 
violations. 

Learn more online at http://www.
ci.independence.mo.us/CityCouncil/
StrategicGoals. 

Not only do “April Showers Bring 
May Flowers,” but spring showers also 
bring flooded creeks and storm sewer 
systems which, in turn, can flood your 
home. To help reduce storm water runoff, 
rain gardens and rain barrels are fun and 
beautiful assets to add. 

Rain gardens bring beauty and 
functionality to any home. Pick a low 
lying area in your yard where the most 
runoff flows.  Don’t put your garden where 
water ponds; this means the soil is slow 

to absorb and would most likely drown 
your flowers. 

Place the rain garden at least 10 feet 
away from your house to avoid flooding 
in your basement or damaging your 
foundation. Rain gardens slow storm 
water runoff so it can percolate into the 
ground, and help trap sediment and some 
pollutants.

Native flowering plants are ideal for 
rain gardens and can attract butterflies 
and birds. Native plants are perennials 
great at conserving soil and water, don’t 
need fertilizer to thrive, and are long 
lasting because they are adapted to local 
conditions. Examples include Cardinal 
Flower, Purple Cornflower, Black-eyed 
Susan and Prairie Blazing Star.

Try a rain barrel to collect water for 
your other gardens or flowers. Rain barrels 
attach to the downspouts on your home 
and collect rain water from your roof.  
Be artistic and make your rain barrel 

unique. Home improvement and hardware 
stores carry spray paint which is great for 
plastic rain barrels because it is especially 
formulated to adhere to plastic.  

Visit www.bridgingthegap.org/rain-
barrels/ for great information on rain 
barrels or try www.marc.org/Environment/
Water-Resources/Landscaping-and-
Lawn-Care/Rain-Barrels. 

C o n t a c t 
WPC at (816) 
325-7711 for a 
free brochure on 
how to make a 
rain garden or a 
rain barrel, and 
for a list of 10 
native plants for 
our area. 



May Brings a 5K, Harry’s Birthday and Pets in the Park

Celebrate the Past: 
May is Historic Preservation Month
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Curious about upcoming events 
planned this spring? Want to get out 
into the community to learn more about 
Independence history? 

Each year, throughout the entire month 
of May, the City’s Historic Preservation 
Division celebrates National Historic 
Preservation Month. 

Scheduled events highlight the 
significance of the City’s history through 
heritage education programs, local tours, 
and an awards program recognizing 
outstanding preservation efforts by 
individuals and community organizations. 

 This year’s calendar of events includes 
talks on local and national heritage topics, 
a “Twitter Takeover,” and several on-site 
tours. A special thank you is extended 
to our community heritage partners for 
their combined efforts to make this year’s 
events engaging and informative. 

The following is a sampling of 
upcoming May events: 

•   Lunch 'n learn lectures on: Mormon 
history in Missouri (1830-1839), a virtual 
tour of Mount Washington Cemetery, the 
past, present, and future of the historic 
Hiram Young School, and care of the 
Harry S Truman Historic Sites Complex 
by the National Park Service

•   Behind-the-Scenes tours of the 
National Frontier Trails Museum and the 
Hiram Young School

•   A Twitter takeover encouraging the 
public to “Ask an Archivist”

•   Presentation of the annual Historic 
Preservation Month proclamation and 
the 2017 Hickman Historic Preservation 
Awards at the City Council meeting on 
Tuesday, May 2. Meeting starts at 6 p.m.

Most events are free and open to the 
public. For a full listing of events go to: 
www.ci.independence.mo.us/ComDev/
HistoricPreservation.aspx or call (816) 
325-7419.  

Don’t miss your chance to dispose of 
outdated prescription drugs or over-the-
counter medications. From 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Saturday, April 29 you can 
drive up and drop off in the large parking 
lot north of City Hall at Truman Road 
and Memorial Drive, across the street 
from Police Headquarters. For more 
information, call Sgt. Phil Hininger at 
(816) 325-7279.

It’s finally here! The 6th Annual 
Independence Park Trot 5K Run/Walk 
begins at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 6 at 

Waterfall Park, 4501 
S. Bass Pro Drive. 
Free to participate; 
register by Sunday, 
April 23 at www.

IndependenceParkTrot.com for chip-
timing. In-person registration and packet 
pickup will be held from 3 to 7 p.m. on 
Friday, May 5 at Bass Pro Shops, 18001 
Bass Pro Drive and from 7 to 7:40 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 6 in the Mardel parking 
lot. A free fun run for kids 10 and younger 
will be held following the 5K. For more 
information, call (816) 325-7185.

Happy Birthday President Truman!  
On Saturday, May 6, The Buck Stops 
Here! In honor of President Truman’s 

birthday (May 8, 1884), admission to 
the Truman Library & 
Museum, Truman Home, 
National Frontier Trails 
Museum, Vaile Mansion, 
Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate, Chicago & Alton 
Depot and 1859 Jail and 

Marshall Home, will be just $1 all day. 
In addition to $1 admission at historic 

sites, take part in activities celebrating 
the life and times of Harry Truman on the 
historic Independence Square:  

 √ Stop by Clinton’s Soda Fountain 
where Harry earned $3 a week at his first 
job and order his signature cold treat, a 
butterscotch sundae with chocolate ice 
cream. Encounter a young Truman work-
ing the shop as he did at age 14 in 1898.

 √ Tour the Harry Truman Court-
room and Office inside the Historic Jack-
son County Courthouse and learn about 
Truman’s time as presiding judge.

 √ The Pharaoh Cinema will be 
showing Truman, starring Gary Sinise, a 
multi-award winning HBO movie based 
on David McCullough’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning book. 

 √ Gilbert Whitney & Co is hosting 
Harry’s Brownie Bake-off. Brownies were 

Truman’s favorite treat! Bring in your 
freshly baked brownies on Saturday, May 
6 to be judged. You could win a prize! For 
more information call (816) 325-7890 or 
go to www.visitindependence.com.  

Dress up your pet for fun at Pets 
in the Park on Saturday, May 13 at 
Waterfall Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Drive. 
This free event is co-sponsored with the 
Independence Kiwanis Club.  Registration 
for the Pet Parade and Pet Judging starts at 
10 a.m. and activities continue until 1 p.m. 

You and your pet can participate in 
activities including a pet judging contest 
and a pet parade. All pets must be on a 
leash or in a cage. Examples of contest 
categories are Pet With Best Trick,  Best 
Kid/Pet Look-Alike and All-American 
Pet. The awards ceremony will be held 
following the Pet Parade.

Rabies vaccinations will be available 
for $5, and microchipping for $20. Please 
bring an item to donate to the Regional 
Animal Shelter (canned pet foods, cat 
litter, collars, treats, Kong toys, etc.) Visit 
with area vendors about pet products and 
services, including off-leash training, and 
enjoy watching agility demonstrations.  

To exhibit, call (816) 325-7115; for 
information about Pet Judging and 
registration, call (816) 325-7996. 

M a y ’ s 
p u p p e t 
show will 
be “Puss in 
Boots” as 
interpreted 
by  Urban 
Prairie Puppets. This classic tale of the 
clever cat and a magical pair of boots 
will be presented at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 20 at Puppetry Arts 
Institute, 11025 E. Winner Road. Tickets 
are $6; available at the door. Reservations 
requested to (816) 833-9777. 

Every spring brings with it the possibil-
ity of dangerous weather. If severe weather 
strikes, make sure you and your family are 
ready. Attend the free Emergency Prepara-
tion Class from 10 to noon on Saturday, 
May 20 at Fire Station #1, 950 N. Spring 
Street. Presented by the Of-
fice of Emergency Prepared-
ness on the third Saturday of 
each month, the May class 
will cover planning and pre-
paring Emergency Family Plans. 
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Ask Your Trash Company About Curbside Recycling Service

Five Good Reasons To Shop The Farmers’ Market

Police Memorial Service May 17 Annual Cherry Blossom 
Festival April 23

The City’s two recycling centers closed 
on March 31, 2017. The closure includes 
the Vista Avenue Recycling Center at 875 
Vista Avenue and the 35th Street Recycling 
Center at 13600 E. 35th Street.

Deteriorating conditions at the sites with 
blowing debris and overflowing containers 
prompted the change. “Since the centers 
are not regularly staffed, it is difficult to 
prevent excessive dumping and keep the 
sites clean,” said Mayor Eileen Weir.

“The recycling centers were opened 
when few private trash haulers offered 
curbside recycling,” said City Manager 
Zachary Walker. “Most trash companies 
operating in Independence now offer re-
cyclables pickup along with trash pickup 
service, either free or for a small additional 
monthly fee.” 

The City is encouraging residents to 
continue to recycle, either through their 
trash service or by using other recycling 

locations in the region.
The Pink Hill Park Recycling Center, 

2725 NW Park Road in Blue Springs, 
MO operates from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays. This 
center accepts aluminum cans, cardboard, 
glass bottles and jars, paper, newspapers, 
magazines, phone books, plastics No. 1-7, 
and steel/tin food cans. Containers should 
be rinsed with lids removed, and sorted 
into the correct collection bin. For more 
information, call (816) 220-4504.

Ted’s Trash Service accepts recyclables 
24 hours/7 days a week, when dropped off 
at its location at 10800 E. Truman Road in 
Independence. They have four containers: 
Aluminum/Tin and Plastics; Office Paper/
Newspaper/Magazines; Cardboard; and 
Glass Bottles/Jars. For more information 
call (816) 252-1594.

Electronics and appliance recycling 
is also available. Contact the Surplus 

Exchange, 518 Santa Fe St. in Kansas 
City, MO by calling (816) 472-0444 or 
check with your local Best Buy store.  Fees 
for television acceptance will vary; most 
computer and computer-related equipment 
is free to drop off. This includes printers, 
projectors, cell phones, radios, etc.

The City of Independence will continue 
to operate the Drop-Off Depot at 875 
Vista Avenue on the second Saturday of 
each month, March through November. 
Accepted items include household waste, 
bulky items (furniture, carpet, etc.), brush, 
tires and appliances. (Fees vary; see back 
page for details.) 

To learn more about other ways to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle, visit www.
RecycleSpot.org, greater Kansas City’s 
one-stop shop for recycling information. 
The website features a tool to allow 
visitors to search for instructions to 
recycle popular items based on zip code.

Shop at the Independence Farmers’ and Crafters’ Market 
for healthy, locally grown produce. From savoring produce 
at the peak of freshness to meeting the people who grow your 
food, there are countless reasons to support 
farmers’ markets. Here are just a few!

 5 Taste real flavors.  The fruits and 
vegetables you buy at the farmers’ market 
are the freshest and tastiest available. This 
food is as real as it gets—fresh from the 
farm.

 5 Enjoy the season.  The food you 
buy at the farmers’ market is seasonal. It 
is fresh, delicious, and reflects the truest 
flavors. You can look forward to asparagus 
in spring, savor sweet corn in summer, or 
bake pumpkins in autumn.

 5 Support local farmers and your local economy.  
Farmers’ market profits go straight into the growers’ pockets 
and help keep small farms alive. Buying directly from 
farmers gives them a better return and helps them thrive.

 5 Save money.  Buying direct from farmers eliminates 
the cost of the middleman and shipping costs, so you get more 
value for your dollar.

 5 Know where your food 
comes from.  A trip to a farmers’ market 
is one of the best ways to connect with the 
source of your food. Kids and adults alike 
enjoy exploring how foods are grown, 
harvested and eaten, by browsing market 
stalls and talking to farmers.

Starting April 22, the Independence Farm-
ers’ and Crafters’ Market, at the corner of 
Walnut and Liberty Streets, will be open each 
Saturday from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m., and also from 
6 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesdays starting June 7. 

Use SNAP/Food Stamps/EBT benefits at the market and 
double your money to spend on produce at the market.

Shop local, shop fresh, and save money at the Independence 
Farmers’ and Crafters’ Market. For more information, visit 
www.independencemofarmersmarket.com.  

Each year, the Independence Police Department joins with the Sugar Creek Police 
Department and the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #1 to reflect on the sacrifices 
made by those who have served this community as police officers. 

The public is invited to attend the Police Officers 
Memorial Service at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, May 17 
in front of Police Headquarters, 223 N. Memorial 
Drive.

The Memorial Service will include a 21-gun 
salute, ceremonial wreath-laying and recognition 
of all fallen police officers.

Celebrate our sister city Higashimu-
rayama, Japan at the Cherry Blossom 
Festival from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 23. Presented by the Japanese Sister 
City Commission in partnership with the 
Japan America Society, the event will be 
held at the Sermon Center, 201 N. Dod-
gion. Enjoy food and cultural activities, 
plus watch a Japanese Language Contest. 
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.indepen-
dencemo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting call 
(816) 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Directory
CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7170. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

City Drop-Off Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, April 8
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $11; 
   Trucks, Vans, SUVs, or
   Trailers 8’ or under - $16;
   Trailers Longer than 8’ - $26
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: 
  All vehicles and trailers, $11/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries; Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $2; Mounted Car, $4;
Truck, $5; Mounted Truck, $11;
Farm/Tractor, $16

Next Drop-Off
Saturday, May 13

Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

Where To Call
The City of Independence 
has an automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-
7000 and say the name of the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Recycling Information

Your one-stop spot for recycling 
information in the Greater Kansas 
City area is www.recyclespot.
org or call (816) 474-8326.

Pink Hill Park Recycling Center
2725 NW Park Road, Blue Springs
Open Weds., Sat., Sun. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ted’s Trash Recycling
10800 E. Truman Road, Independence
Drop off recyclables 24 hrs./7 days a week

Surplus Exchange
518 Santa Fe St., KCMO (816) 472-0444 
Computers, monitors, printers, TVs, etc.

The two City recycling centers were 
permanently closed on March 31, 2017. 
Most trash  companies now offer curbside 
pickup for recyclables; check with your 
service provider.


