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Waterfall Park at 4501 S. Bass Pro Drive 
is the starting point at 9 a.m. the first and 
third Wednesdays, April through October.

Spring Gardening Brings Summer Rewards
When spring comes to mind, we 

typically think warmer weather, fresh 
flowers, and baby animals. Why not 
add homegrown produce to that 
list! In addition to being a source of 
fresh, healthy produce, gardening 
can ease stress, keep you limber, 
decrease your risk for depression 
and even improve your mood and 
hand strength. 

Gardening promotes physical 
health, mental health, better nutrition 
and can save you money. Missouri is 
lucky to have three growing seasons, 
and you can fill your freezer with 
green beans, peppers, onions, and 
other home-grown produce. 

The  Independence  Hea l th 
Department and Kansas Ci ty 
Community Garden offers several 
seed distributions and classes. This 
year’s seed and plant distributions will 

be held at the Independence Health 
Department, 515 S. Liberty, as follows:  
• Thursday, March 30: Cool Season 

Plants, 3-5:30 p.m.
• Thursday, May 11: Summer 

Plants, 3-5:30 p.m.
• Thursday, August 3: Fall Plants, 

4-5:30 p.m.
To participate, you must be a 

member of Kansas City Community 
Garden. If you are not a member, 
Kansas City Community Garden staff 
will be at the Independence Health 
Department from 4:30-6 p.m. to sign 
you up.  Membership is $2 for those 
who qualify for low or no income; 
all others is $12. Members may 
receive 10 packets of seeds (your 
choice), a five-pound bag of fertilizer, 
a community gardening newsletter, 
a discount on additional seeds and 
fertilizer, a discount on vegetable 

plants, and tiller loan privileges.
All gardening classes start at 6 

p.m. at the Independence Health 
Department unless otherwise noted: 
• Monday, April 17: Growing 

Tomatoes and Peppers, 515 S. 
Liberty
• Thursday, June 15: Preserving 

and Preparing Summer Produce     
(meet at Trails West Library - 11401 
E. 23rd Street S.)
• Monday, July 31: Ins and Outs of 

Fall Gardening, 515 S. Liberty
If you don’t have a lot of room where 

you live, there are several community 
gardens located in Independence. To 
learn more about these classes, seed 
distributions, available community 
gardening beds or other gardening 
opportunities, call the Independence 
Health Department at (816) 325-
7185.

It’s almost spring! Take steps toward 
being active through The Mile Starts Here 
program. All activities are free, open to the 
community and offer great opportunities to 
meet other people who enjoy being active. 

The first event of 2017 will be a one-
mile walk at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, April 
5 at Waterfall Park. These walks continue 
every Wednesday at 9 a.m. through 
October: 

First Wednesday: Waterfall Park 
(4501 S. Bass Pro Dr.). Meet in the park-
ing lot behind Bass Pro by the playground.

Second Wednesday: McCoy Park 
(800 N. Bess Truman Pkwy.) Meet at the 
gazebo, across the street from the park and 
the tennis courts.

Third Wednesday: Waterfall Park 
(4501 S. Bass Pro Dr.). Meet in the park-
ing lot behind Bass Pro by the playground.

Fourth Wednesday: Independence 
Athletic Complex (17800 E. Salisbury 
Rd.) Meet in the first parking lot past the 
Salisbury Road entrance. 

The Mile Starts Here Program Returning for 2017
Fifth Wednesday: Waterfall Park 

(4501 S. Bass Pro Dr.). Meet in the parking 
lot behind Bass Pro by the playground. 

The Mile Starts Here program also 
includes yoga, water walks and bike 
rides throughout the summer. These 
activities will kick off in May and continue 
every other Thursday through October. 
Participants should arrive early enough to 
check in and be ready to go by start time. 

May: 
•  Thursday, May 11 at 6 p.m.– Family 

Walk at Waterfall Park
•  Thursday, May 25 at 10 a.m.– Yoga 

in the Park at Rotary Park (10615 E. 24th 
St. S.) 
June: 

•  Thursday, June 8 at 6 p.m.– Family 
Bike Ride at Peddler’s Cycling and Fitness 
(139 E Lexington, Independence MO) 
**Slow, easy, no one left behind ride, 5-10 
miles**

•  Thursday, June 22 at 6 p.m.– Family 
Walk at Waterfall Park

For the full schedule of The Mile 
Starts Here, visit our website at www.
buildingahealthierindependence.org. For 
more information on The Mile Starts 
Here, contact the Independence Health 
Department at (816) 325-7185.  



Science Fiction, Wildflowers and Disaster Preparation in April

City Focusing on Code Enforcement Along U.S. Highway 24 
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As part of the City’s Strategic Plan 
to reduce blight, a code compliance 
enforcement sweep was held in December 
along U.S. Highway 24 in western 
Independence. Rather than waiting for 
a complaint to be filed on any particular 
address, City staff inspected all 266 
addresses from the western city limits to 
Dickinson Road. 

Inspectors looked for violations of City 
codes including lack of a business license, 
tall grass/weeds, improper signage, 
prohibited open storage, poor building 
maintenance, trash, non-operable vehicles 

and screening.  
As a result, 119 property maintenance 

cases and 59 zoning cases were opened. 
Most property owners voluntarily complied 
with violation notices, immediately 
removing trash, cleaning weeds and brush, 
and repairing the property or fences to 
correct the violations.  

However, due to non-compliance the 
City has issued numerous tickets and 
ordered clean-up of some of the properties.  
Non-compliant property owners will 
be billed the cost of the City-conducted 
clean-ups.

City Councilmembers John Perkins, 
Tom Van Camp and Curt Dougherty 

supported the code enforcement sweep to 
reduce blight in commercial corridors and 
neighborhoods, meeting with State Sen. 
John Rizzo to explain the plan. 

“We will continue to address the 
gateways into our wonderful City,” said 
Councilmember Perkins. Councilmember 
Dougherty added, “We will continue 
working on this endeavor and expanding 
our efforts to improve the City.”

The City plans to extend the program 
to other corridors as resources allow. For 
more information, contact Community 
Development at (816) 325-7193.

Before, 
above.

After, 
right.

Before,
above.

After, 
left.

Councilmembers Dougherty, Van 
Camp, (left) and Perkins (right) meet 
with State Sen. John Rizzo (center).

Rock and Roll your way into spring 
when City Theatre of Independence 
presents Return to the Forbidden Planet. 
Blast off on a routine flight and crash into 
the planet D’Illyria, where the story is 
set to rock and roll golden oldies such as 
“I Heard it Through the Grapevine” and 
“Good Vibrations.”  Call (816) 325-7367 to reserve your seat. 

Performances will be held at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, March 30, 31 and April 1; and again Thursday 
through Saturday, April 6, 7 and 8; closing with a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Sunday, April 9. General admission tickets are 
$14. City Theatre is located inside the Sermon Center, 201 N. 
Dodgion (Noland and Truman Roads).  For information about 
all productions, go to www.citytheatreofindependence.org.

Saturday, April 1 doesn’t just mean April Fool’s Day – it’s 
also opening day for the 2017 season 
for the historic sites in Independence. 
Make this the year you visit the 1827 
Log Courthouse, the Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate, the Chicago & Alton Depot, the 
Pioneer Spring Cabin, the 1859 Jail & 

Marshal’s Home Museum or the Vaile Mansion. For details on 
hours and ticket costs, call Tourism at (816) 325-7111 or go to 
www.visitindependence.com. 

It’s a great time of year to get outside and stretch your legs! 
You’ll have two chances to visit with nature on Saturday, April 

8. From 11 a.m. to noon, come to the Fairmount Park playground 
at N. Home and Norledge for a Wildflower Hike. The park is 
hilly and some trails might be muddy, so wear sturdy shoes. At 
8 p.m. that same evening, come to George Owens Nature Park, 
1601 S. Speck Rd., for an easy Full Moon Hike on the paved 
trail to see the Pink Moon. Space is limited; call (816) 325-7115 
the day before to reserve your spot.

If you want to take your mind off filing your taxes, you’ll 
have another opportunity to take the Wildflower Hike at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 15. If the weather cooperates, there may be 
even more flowers blooming in Fairmount Park, N. Home and 
Norledge. Meet at the playground.

Learn how to prepare for a disaster by attending the free 
emergency preparedness class from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, April 15 at Fire Station No. 
1, 950 N. Spring St. Classes are held on the 
third Saturday of each month. The April class 
will focus on preparing 72-Hour Kits, to help 
your family get through the first few days of 
an emergency situation. For more information, 
go to www.indepmoep.org. 

Bring the kids and grandkids to see the story of The Three 
Bears brought to life by Michelle O’Donnell and Stan Gulick 
of Peppy Puppets on Saturday, April 29. Performances will be 
at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. 
Winner Road. Tickets are $6 per person, and may be reserved 
by calling (816) 833-9777.
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Find Bargains at This Rummage Sale

Prescription Drug Drop-Off April 29

I t ’s  t h e  2 0 t h 
annual Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Mobile Collection 
Event for the City 
of Independence! 
The collection will 
be  he ld  f rom 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 1 at the large parking lot 
bordered by Osage, Liberty, Walnut, and 
Kansas Streets, one block south of the 
Independence Square. This collection is 
free to residents and proof of residency 
will be required; for example, a driver’s 
license or City utility bill. Volunteers will 
be on hand to unload your vehicle.

Here is your chance to get rid of 
typical hazardous products found in the 
home. During the previous 19 years, 
more than 1,232,815 pounds (616.41 
tons) of hazardous waste have been 
collected.

Many products used for cleaning, 
painting, beautifying, and disinfecting, 
such as garden and yard pesticides/
herbicides, paint, automotive fluids, 
etc. are considered hazardous materials.   

Unwanted, old, or 
unusable household 
products labeled as 
flammable, toxic, 
corrosive, or reactive 
a r e  h o u s e h o l d 
hazardous wastes 
(HHW).  

The health and 
safety of people, animals, and the 
environment are endangered when these 
types of products are discarded in the 
trash, poured down sinks or into storm 
drains. Clean them out of your garage, 
cabinets, and basement. 

The Police Department will be on 
hand to collect and dispose of old or 
unwanted ammunition, explosives, 
firearms, fireworks, etc.  Contact them 
at (816) 325-7279 if you have questions 
about these types of items.

Take precautions when transporting, 
using original containers if possible, 
and make sure lids are on tight. Don’t 
mix different or unknown substances 
together. Use sturdy tubs or boxes to pack 
your items and surround with newspaper. 
Wrap leaking containers in plastic and 

pack inside larger containers or boxes 
with an absorbent material, such as cat 
litter. Keep chemicals away from children 
and pets while transporting - use the trunk 
of the car, rear of the station wagon or 
truck bed. Combine efforts with your 
friends, neighbors, and relatives. 

At other times of the year, residents 
may take their household hazardous 
waste to the Kansas City, MO facility 
at 4707 Deramus for free disposal; call 
(816) 513-8401 for information. No 

a p p o i n t m e n t 
is  necessary. 
Normal  days 
and hours for 
d i sposa l  a r e 
Thursday and 
Friday: 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and 

Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information about the 

City’s Household Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Program or the upcoming 
mobile collection, please visit our 
website at www.independencemo.org/
wpc or call Water Pollution Control at 
(816) 325-7711.

Products accepted at the
HHW Event include: 
 » Batteries
 » Paint and paint products 
 » Aerosol cans
 » Varnish
 » Stripper
 » Thinner
 » Turpentine 
 » Fluorescent light bulbs 
 » Garden and yard products
 » Herbicides
 » Pesticides
 » Sprays
 » Rat poison
 » Weed killers 
 » Automotive fluids
 » Antifreeze
 » Used motor oil
 » Brake and transmission fluid
 » Gasoline

    (Containers will not be returned)
 » Household cleaners
 » Lye
 » Drain cleaner
 » Toilet and tub cleaners
 » Oven cleaner
 » Kerosene
 » Mercury thermometers
 » Unused or outdated medicines

Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Returns April 1

It’s almost time again to clean out the 
medicine cabinet! If you have leftover 
prescription drugs or outdated over-the-
counter medications and need a way to 
safely dispose of them, the Independence 
Police Department is ready to help.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 29, come to the free drop-off 
location in the large parking lot north of 
City Hall (across the street to the west 
from Police Headquarters). Look for  the 
large box truck with police markings 
close to Truman Road. Just drive-up and 
drop-off.

You do not have to remove the labels 

from pill bottles or medicine containers. 
Everything dropped off will be sealed in a 
box and transported to an incinerator to be 
burned. No record or log is kept of items 
which are brought in.

For safety reasons, the drop-off cannot 
accept inhalers (which could explode 
when burned) or needles. However, 
pre-loaded syringes (with the needles 
removed) and Epi Pens are accepted. 

What about pet medications? Veterinary 
drugs are also accepted.

For more information about the event 
contact Sgt. Phil Hininger at (816) 325-
7279.

If you’ve got stuff to get rid of, but not 
enough to justify holding a garage or yard 
sale, or if you are looking for a bargain, 
the Independence Parks & Recreation 
Department is sponsoring a Community 
Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 1.

The Rummage Sale will be held from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Truman Memorial 
Building, 416 W. Maple Ave. You can 

reserve a 10’ x 8’ booth space with an 8’ 
table for only $15 and sell those unwanted 
items. You can also have a great time 
browsing through the booths for hidden 
treasures.

To register for a space, or for any 
questions, call (816) 325-7843. Deadline 
for registration is 5 p.m. on Friday, March 
24.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.indepen-
dencemo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting call 
(816) 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Directory
CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7170. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

City Drop-Off Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, March 11
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $11; 
   Trucks, Vans, SUVs, or
   Trailers 8’ or under - $16;
   Trailers Longer than 8’ - $26
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: 
  All vehicles and trailers, $11/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries; Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $2; Mounted Car, $4;
Truck, $5; Mounted Truck, $11;
Farm/Tractor, $16

Next Drop-Off
Saturday, April 8

Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

Recycling Centers

13600 E. 35th Street
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

875 Vista Avenue
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

KC Hook operates the two City recycling centers. 
Items accepted include paper, cardboard,  
steel & aluminum cans, plastic, glass bottles, 
electronics, appliances, computers, televisions, 
lawn and garden equipment and batteries. 
FEES: Non flat-screen TVs 26” or less are $30; 
TVs larger than 27” are $50. All sizes of LED, LCD 
and Plasma flat-screen TVs are $10. Any items 
containing Freon, including air conditioners, 
refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, etc., are 
$10 each. Non flat-screen computer monitors 
are $5 each, unless a computer CPU is left at the 
same time, then it is free.  All other items are 
free of charge.

Where To Call
The City of Independence 
has an automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-
7000 and say the name of the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170


