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  The Vaile Mansion at
  1500 N. Liberty St.

Protect The Environment and
Dispose of Medications Properly

Spring is coming, and the historic 
sites in Independence will soon be filled 
with visitors. In addition, the Visitor 
Experience Center in the Historic Jackson 
County Courthouse on The Square will 
welcome tourists from all over the world 
– from all 50 states and more than 40 
countries. 

The Tourism Department needs your 
help! Volunteers and docents are an 
important part of the visitor experience, 
as the Visitor Experience Center offers a 
unique concierge service. 

“We are looking for a few good men 
and women,” said Gary Sheridan of the 
Tourism Department. “There is a big 
need to increase our group of volunteers, 
particularly as cashiers and guides at the 
historic sites 
like the Vaile 
Mansion, the 
B i n g h a m -
Wa g g o n e r 
Es t a t e  and 
the Chicago 
Alton Depot.” 

Volunteers 
a t t e n d  a 
H e a r t l a n d 
Tourism Ambassador training program to 
become Certified Tourism Ambassadors. 
Resource material and internet access will 
be available to volunteers for assisting 
guests in the Visitor Center. Volunteers 
become trusted advisors not only to 
visitors, but also to area residents about 
activities and events in Independence and 
the Greater Kansas City area. 

Here’s your chance to represent 
Independence, share the history of the 
region with others, and have fun in the 
process. Contact Gary Sheridan at (816) 
325-7890 or send an email to rsheridan@
indepmo.org to learn how you can become 
a member of the Visitor Experience Center 
or Tourism Volunteer Team.

Did you know every day the 
average adult uses nine personal 
care products? Items such as 
shampoo, toothpaste, perfume, 
sunscreens, cosmetics, etc. could 
contain as many as 126 unique 
compounds which 
could end up in our 
water. 

It is important 
t o  p r o t e c t  o u r 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
and not  add to 
the compounds 
found in our water 
b y  i m p r o p e r l y 
disposing of unused 
prescription and 
over-the-counter 
drugs.

Disposal down 
the drain of unused 
medications such 
a s  h o r m o n e s , 
antidepressants, 
ant ib io t ics ,  over- the-counter 
medicines like pain relievers, cold/flu 
remedies, and antiseptics can result 
in even more of these compounds 
finding their way into the nation’s 
wastewater facilities and waterways. 
Most wastewater treatment plants 
do not remove these contaminants. 

Medications have been detected 
in very small amounts in surface 
water bodies (streams, lakes, and 
rivers) across the United States. 
The most recent extensive study 
of medications in surface waters 
was performed by the United States 
Geological Survey. At least one 
emerging contaminant was detected 
in 96% of the samples. 

The presence of medications in 
surface water bodies have shown 
increased bacterial resistance to 

antibiotics and interference with 
growth and reproduction in aquatic 
organisms such as fish and frogs. 
There has been documented 
hormone disruption in fish and a 
reduction in the ability to fight off 

infection in animals 
and fish. 

One big question 
is the environmental 
consequences to 
the ecosystems, 
a n d  l o n g - t e r m 
effects on human 
h e a l t h .  W h i l e 
research is ongoing, 
it is prudent to limit 
the d isposal  o f 
waste medications 
in the sewer in order 
to minimize the 
potential negative 
and irreversible 
impacts  on the 
environment. 

D o  y o u r  p a r t  t o  k e e p 
pharmaceu t i ca l s  ou t  o f  the 
environment by never flushing them 
down the toilet or drain. 

Take unwanted drugs, medicines, 
and other pharmaceutical products 
to the City’s annual household 
hazardous waste collection event or 
practice safety habits before putting 
them into the trash.

To safely dispose of medications 
at home, dissolve or dilute the 
unwanted medication, mix it with an 
undesirable substance such as used 
coffee grounds or cat box litter, then 
seal it tightly in a container. It can 
then be placed in your regular trash 
for disposal. 

For questions or information, call 
Water Pollution Control at (816) 
325-7711.



Moving? See These Tips For Arranging Utility Service

Steady Growth Reflected in Year-End Permit Report
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Planning to move to a new home in 
Independence?  To start new residential 
utility service, you can apply by telephone 
at (816) 325-7930 or in person at the 
Independence Utilities Center, 17221 
E. 23rd St., between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday thru Friday.  Service may also 
be requested on-line through the City’s 
website, www.independencemo.org/
utilities.

The following information will 
be required: address where service 
is requested, personal identification 

information, telephone number, and 
names of all adults living there.  In some 
cases a copy of a valid lease may also be 
requested.  If there is a delinquent bill on 
another account within the City, it must 
be paid prior to obtaining new service. 
Payment arrangements may be available. 

All accounts require a deposit equal 
to at least two times the average utility 
bill at that location, unless it can be 
shown the applicant has paid all bills by 
the due date from their previous utility 
or had no delinquent bills for the past 

12 months. Proof of ownership for the 
residence will also waive the deposit 
requirement, as long as the owner lives at 
that address. This deposit will be applied 
to the customer’s utility account after 12 
consecutive month’s bills have been paid 
by the due date.  

Requests for service will be scheduled 
for the next working day once all 
requirements have been met. For more 
information, contact Utilities Customer 
Service at (816) 325-7930.

Interested in training for a 5K in 2017? 
Join the Couch-to-5K program to take you 
from your couch to completing a 5K in 
just six weeks. 

Health Department staff will be at 
Waterfall Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Dr., 
every Thursday evening to walk or run 
with you, beginning March 23. Register 
for the program at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 23, followed by the first week’s 
activity beginning at 6 p.m. 

Each following week, there will 
be a walking group and a walk/run 
group for anyone who would like to 
challenge themselves. This free program 
is for walkers and runners of all ages and 

abilities. There will be weekly prizes for 
those who participate. The full schedule: 

 
Week 1:   Thursday, March 23
        5:30 p.m. registration, 
        6 p.m. 1-mile walk/run
Week 2:   Thursday, March 30 
        6 p.m., 1.5-mile walk/run 
Week 3:   Thursday, April 6
        6 p.m., 2-mile walk/run 
Week 4:   Thursday, April 13
        6 p.m., 2-mile walk/run 
Week 5:   Thursday, April 20 
        6 p.m., 2.5-mile walk/run 
Week 6:   Thursday, April 27 
        6 p.m., 3-mile walk/run

Need a 5K to sign up for? Register 
now for the free Independence Park Trot 
5K Run/Walk on Saturday, May 6. Go to 
www.independenceparktrot.com. This 
race is free, family-friendly, and will take 
place in Waterfall Park. 

For more information on the Couch-
to-5K program or the Independence Park 
Trot, contact the Independence Health 
Department at (816) 325-7185 or health@
indepmo.org. We hope to see you there!

From The Couch to a 5K Walk/Run In Just Six Weeks

Independence showed steady new 
investment and reinvestment in the 
community in 2016, according to the 
Community Development Department.  

The increase in permit activity in the last 
two years has resulted in investments of 
more than $170 million in Independence. 
While the real estate market tends to be 
unpredictable, factors indicate positive 
signs for development in Independence. 

Total commercial permits, which include 
new construction of buildings, tenant finish 
of existing shell buildings and renovation/
addition to existing structures, were up 
approximately 7% compared to 2015, and 

increased by more than 3% from 2014. 
Permits for new commercial building 

permits were down less than 1% from 2013, 
but were up more than 40% from 2012.  

Examples of new commercial invest-
ments during 2016 include the remodeling 
of the two HyVee stores to include the 
Market Grill and Clinic area as well as the 
remodeling of the Price Chopper stores at 
23rd and M-291 Hwy, 23rd and Sterling 
and in the Marketplace Shopping Center 
at I-70 and Noland. New buildings during 
2016 include the Duluth Trading Company 
store, Old Chicago Pizza and Taproom and 
Los Cabos Mexican restaurants in the Falls 

at Crackerneck development; the MyPlace 
Hotel, and the Menards Store at Little Blue 
Parkway and Jackson Dr.

Residential permits increased by 
approximately 3% in 2014 compared 
to 2013 and more than 10% compared 
to 2012. New single family residential 
permits have steadily increased since 
2010, and are up approximately 26% over 
2012.  Renovations, repairs and additions 
to existing homes remain strong.

Community Development compiles 
monthly permit activity reports, available 
at www.independencemo.org/ComDev/
BPReport.
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Say Goodbye To Winter With These March Events
Winter is still hanging around, but 

spring is just around the corner. March 
brings a variety of activities and events 
to Independence.

Can’t get to the Antiques Roadshow? 
The Vaile Mansion, 1500 N. Liberty 
Street, will host an Antique Appraisal Fair 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 4. 
No appointment is necessary, and the cost 
is just $10 for up to two items. The lovely 
Victorian atmosphere of the Mansion is 
a perfect way to learn the value of your 
antiques.

The Independence Young Matrons will 
present their annual Children’s Theatre 
Performance in March. This year’s play 
is “The Little Red Hen.” 

Following private performances for 
Independence preschools, ISD elementary 
school classes grades K-2, and community 
groups, the final performance will be free 
and open to the public.

Make plans to attend at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 9 at William 
Chrisman High School Auditorium, 
1223 N. Noland Road. For more 
information, check the website at www.
independenceyoungmatrons.org. 

The 30th Annual Spring Fashion Show 
at the Bingham-Waggoner Estate will be 
held Saturday, March 11 throughout the 
beautifully-decorated historic Mansion.

The 2017 theme is “Diamonds and 
Pearls,” and in honor of the 
30th Anniversary celebration, 
this year’s event will be a 
Champagne brunch. As you 

and your friends enjoy your meal 
and wander through the Mansion, models 
will display the latest fashions and 
accessories. 

The doors to the Mansion will open at 
10:30 a.m. and brunch will be served at 
11 a.m. Tickets are $30 each and available 
by calling (816) 461-3491. Make your 
reservation early, as this annual event sells 
out quickly. For more information, visit 
www.bwestate.org.

The Puppetry 
A r t s  I n s t i t u t e 
i s  s p o n s o r i n g 
a  very  specia l 
performance of 
“Oliver Twist” at 
7 p.m. on Friday, 
March 10 at the 
Sermon Center, 

201 N. Dodgion. David Simpich of The 
Simpich Showcase Marionette Theatre 
will bring this classic tale by Charles 
Dickens to life. Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $10 for students. For reservations or 
more information, call (816) 833-9777.

F igh t  o ff  cab in 
fever with a Full 

Moon Hike at 7 
p.m. on Friday 
o r  S a t u r d a y, 
March 10 and 11. 
The Friday night 

hike is geared for 
those who prefer 

level terrain, walking on 
paved trails, and is stroller and wheelchair-
accessible. On Saturday night, we will go 
off the trail, so no baby strollers or light-up 
shoes, please.  

Meet in the George Owens Nature Park 
lodge, 1601 S. Speck Rd., for the free 
guided hike.  Space is limited to 15, so 
call (816) 325-7115 to reserve your space 
by 5 p.m. the day before the hike. Wear 
sturdy shoes, dress for the weather and 
don’t forget your binoculars. 

If you are getting ready for your spring 
clean-up, the Drop-Off Depot will re-open 
for the 2017 season from 8 a.m. to  3 
p.m. on Saturday, March 11. Residents 
can bring trash, brush (including limbs, 
firewood, bushes and stumps – no leaves 
or grass), major appliances, tires, batteries 
and lawnmowers to the drop-off at 875 
Vista Avenue. The Drop-Off Depot will be 
open the second Saturday of each month 
through November.

The annual  Rober t  E.  Tindal l 
Scholarship Art Show & Sale will be 
held Friday, March 3 through Saturday, 
March 25 at George Owens Nature Park, 
1601 S. Speck Road. The show raises 
funds for a scholarship to be awarded to 
an outstanding Independence high school 
senior pursuing an art career. 

Tindall paintings will be displayed and 
commemorative prints will be available for 
purchase.  There will be a reception from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 18. 
For more information on Art in the Park 
visit www.independenceartassociation.org 
or call (816) 325-7115.

Spring is on the way, so why not join 
the Signs of Spring Hike from 1-2:30 
p.m. on Saturday, March 18. Join a 
naturalist-led hike to see the abundant 

signs that winter is on its way out. Meet 
at the Country Club Park entrance, 2930 
S. Norton, then look for signs of spring on 
the Rock Creek Trail (Country Club Park 
to Rotary Park & back). The trail is a little 
less than three miles long, mostly level 
and gravel-paved. Call (816) 325-7115 
for information and to reserve your spot.

Bring your lunch and learn about John 
Tyler, the first Vice President to ascend 
to the presidency upon the president’s 
death. This free Brown Bag Lecture, “The 
Accidental President,” starts at noon on 
Friday, March 17 at the National Frontier 
Trails Museum, 318 W. Pacific. Call (816) 
325-7575 for information.

On Saturday, March 25, the Puppetry 
Arts Institute will present an updated 
version of the classic tale “Wind in the 
Willows,” by Kenneth Grahame, performed 
by Stone Lion Puppet Theatre. This show 

will feature a cool 
NASCAR racetrack 
– puppet show style! 
Performance times 
are 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
at 11025 E. Winner 

Road. Tickets are $6 and may be reserved 
by calling (816) 833-9777.  

The Vaile Mansion, 1500 N. Liberty 
St., will host a Derby Spring Tea and Hat 
Contest from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 25. Southern food and drink will 
be the fare of the day. Tickets are $35 each 
and can be purchased by calling Waunita 
Moore (816) 478-3334 or by visiting 
www.vailemansion.org.

For more information about events 
and activities in Independence, check 
the Calendar of  Events at  www.
independencemo.org or contact Tourism 
at (816) 325-7111.

If you would like City staff to check into 
an issue, you may report it through the 
Action Center on the City’s website, 
www.independencemo.org.  See “Oliver Twist” on March 10.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.indepen-
dencemo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting call 
(816) 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Directory
CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7170. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on 
Twitter, go to http://twit-

ter.com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

Can’t Wait for CityScene?
CityScene is available on the City’s 

website on the first day of each month.
Go to www.independencemo.org and 

click on “Newsroom.” You will find 
both current and past issues.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

City Drop-Off Depot
CLOSED FOR WINTER

Reopens March 11
875 Vista Avenue

Recycling Centers

13600 E. 35th Street
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

875 Vista Avenue
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

KC Hook operates the two City recycling centers. 
Items accepted include paper, cardboard,  
steel & aluminum cans, plastic, glass bottles, 
electronics, appliances, computers, televisions, 
lawn and garden equipment and batteries. 
FEES: Non flat-screen TVs 26” or less are $30; 
TVs larger than 27” are $50. All sizes of LED, LCD 
and Plasma flat-screen TVs are $10. Any items 
containing Freon, including air conditioners, 
refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, etc., are 
$10 each. Non flat-screen computer monitors 
are $5 each, unless a computer CPU is left at the 
same time, then it is free.  All other items are 
free of charge.

Where To Call
The City of Independence 
has an automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-
7000 and say the name of the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170


