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Want a fun way to teach the kids 
about protecting the environment? 
The 10th Annual Independence 
EcoFest – “It’s All About Water” – will 
be held from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 3 
at Waterfall Park, 
4501 S. Bass Pro 
Drive.

E c o F e s t  i s 
an  i n t e rac t i ve 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
education festival 
aimed at teaching 
children and families the importance 
of preserving and protecting our 
natural resources.

Visitors collect stickers for their 
Eco-Passports by answering quiz 
questions as they visit various exhibit 
booths throughout the park. Each 

exhibitor will have a 
question associated 
with their booth’s 
theme. Completed 
Eco-Fest Passports 
earn a free t-shirt, 
and there will be 
lots of giveaways 
th roughou t  t he 
festival.

This year’s EcoFest 
will feature your favorite 
e c o - e n t e r t a i n e r s , 
including EcoElvis, the 
EcoStreet characters, 
Stan Slaughter and the 
Green Spirit Band, and 
the StoneLion Puppet 
Theatre. The Kansas 
City Kite Club will attend 
with colorful banners 
displayed throughout 
the park.

I n te rac t i ve 
displays such 
as edible ice 
cream aquifers, 
face painting, 
a stream table 
demonstrating 
s t ream bank 
eros ion,  and 
water-themed 
games are located along the park 
trail so participants can learn about 
water and conservation topics.

There’s a lot of eco-friendly fun to 
be had at the 10th 
Annual EcoFest! 
For more informa-
tion, visit the City’s 
websites at www.
independencemo.
org/WPC or www.
independencemo.
org/ecofest, or call 
Water  Pol lu t ion 
Control at (816) 
325-7711.

S e e  y o u  a t 
Waterfall Park on June 1!

Ecofest Returns To Waterfall Park

Each May, the City of Independence 
Water Department, the American Water 
Works Association and water professionals 
across North America celebrate Drinking 
Water Week. This year the chosen theme is 
“Your Water – To Know It Is To Love It.”

Independence tap water has repeatedly 
been named one of the best-tasting mu-
nicipal waters in the nation, and Drinking 
Water Week provides a time to celebrate 
the importance of safe, reliable tap water.

The American Water Works Association 
encourages all water consumers to be 
aware of how they use water. Everyone 
should know how to locate and fix a leak, 
how to care for the pipes inside the home 
and how to shut the water supply off in 

case of emergency, such as a broken faucet. 
The City of Independence Water Depart-

ment was established in 1883. It supplies 
water to about 250,000 people, including 
residents and businesses located in Inde-
pendence. In addition, it has 12 wholesale 
customers, including Blue Springs, Grain 
Valley and Lee’s Summit. 

Water is supplied from 42 wells located 
at the Courtney Bend Water Treatment 
Plant. The well water is softened and 
disinfected at the treatment plant, and meets 
or exceeds all federal, and state quality 
regulations.

For more information about your water 
quality, contact the Independence Water 
Department at (816) 325-7698.

Join The Clean Up!
The Independence Chamber of 

Commerce is planning a litter pickup day 
on Saturday, June 3. Volunteer groups will 
be picking up trash and litter along U.S. 
Hwy. 24 and U.S. Hwy. 40, beginning at 
the western city limits.

This project is part of an overall 
campaign to show pride in the community 
by making it more attractive for its 
residents, businesses and private investors.

Civic leaders are working with the 
Chamber, elected officials and City staff 
to explore ideas and identify ways to 
improve Independence. 

To volunteer or learn more about the 
litter pickup project, call the Chamber  of 
Commerce at (816) 252-4745.



Departments Prepare for Disaster

It’s Construction Season in Independence
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Two floors are being added to Centerpoint 
Medical Center at 19600 E. 39th Street.

Now Playing:
KC Phantoms 
Arena Football

Seniors and riders with disabilities will 
have more freedom to travel around the 
metro area with the Ride KC Taxi Pilot 
Program. The program is available to 
Independence residents age 65 and older, 
as well as residents with a disability. 
Applications must be submitted, and users 
will be issued an ID card after acceptance.

The RideKC Taxi Voucher program uses 
the company10/10 Taxi; eligible riders can 
ride within the region, up to eight miles for 
$5 (each way) plus $2 per additional mile. 
Each qualified resident is eligible for eight 
one-way trips each month. 

The service is available any day at any 
time, including weekends and holidays. 
The RideKC Taxi Voucher program 
does not replace IndeAccess or Access 
Plus; these programs are still available to 
qualified residents.

Go to the website http://ridekc.org/
mobility-services/ridekc-taxi and download 
an application, or call (816) 221-0660 and 
request one be mailed to you. Non-residents 
should contact KCATA for their options.

Questions? Call (816) 221-0660 or email 
ridekcondemand@kcata.org.

Did you know the Silverstein Eye 
Centers Arena, 19100 E. Valley View 
Parkway, is now home to the Kansas City 
Phantoms Arena Football team?

There is still time to catch a home game 
before the season ends. Game time is 7:05 
p.m. on Saturday, May 13 and Saturday, 
May 27, and for the final home game on 
Friday, June 2.

Played on an indoor field only 50 yards 
long and 85 feet wide, arena football is 
faster paced and results in higher scores  
than in the usual NFL game. The eight-
man teams move the ball quickly down 
the field, with no punting allowed. A 
special rebound net keeps the ball safely 
away from the spectators sitting in the 
end zones. 

For more infor-
mation go to www.
silversteineyecenter-
sarena.com or www.
kcphantoms.com.

The  Emergency  Preparedness 
Division (EPD) of the Independence Fire 
Department and the Independence Health 
Department (IHD) have joined forces to 
increase collaboration, communication, 
cooperation and coordination with regard 
to disasters. The EPD faces challenges 
related to every hazard our community 
faces. Plans must be written to address 
everything from flooding to a terrorist 
attack. 

Every disaster has a Public Health 
component ,  resul t ing in  a  c lose 
relat ionship between Emergency 
Management and Public Health. Severe 
weather can lead to outbreaks of disease, 
temperature-related deaths, mass casualty 
incidents and overloaded hospitals. A 
coordinated response from local, regional, 
governmental, and non-governmental 
partners is essential. To strengthen these 
relationships and improve response, both 
departments work closely to plan, train 
and coordinate resources.

Teams are being developed to support 
large disaster operations by providing or 
coordinating the following: emergency 
medical services, functional and access 

needs for people with disabilities, mental 
health services, medical countermeasures, 
triage for mass casualty incidents, and 
distribution of medical supplies and 
equipment from local sources and/or the 
strategic national stockpile. Both entities 
utilize volunteers and continually recruit 
for the purpose of fulfilling the huge list 
of duties required in a disaster.

Last summer, both the members of 
several city departments and their regional 
partners had an opportunity to work on 
the largest exercise ever conducted in 
Missouri: The 2016 National Mass Care 
Exercise. The scenario assumed a huge 
influx of refugees fleeing to this area 
following an earthquake in southern 
Missouri. Meeting the many challenges 
helped solidify their already strong 
working relationship. 

The lessons learned from this event 
will be incorporated into the emergency 
plans the EPD and the IHD are tasked 
with managing. For more information 
about Emergency Preparedness volunteer 
opportunities in Independence, call the 
EPD at (816) 325-7167 or the IHD at 
(816) 325-7817.

Last year was an exciting time for the 
Community Development Department, 
due to several new development projects. 
In 2016, new businesses came to town such 
as Menards, Duluth Trading Company, 
My Place Hotels and Old Chicago, 
and es tabl i shed 
c o m p a n i e s 
upgraded - such as 
the updated and new 
Quik Trip at Sterling 
and 40 Highway. 
This year is on track 
to be just as busy. 

C e n t e r p o i n t 
Medica l  Center 
is working on a 
vertical addition to add a 7th and 8th floor to 
their facility on 39th Street. Construction 
should last throughout the year. Ted’s 
Trash Service added a 2,500 square foot 
building to their complex on Truman 
Road, which is nearing completion. 

Sunterra, a skilled nursing rehab facility 
near the intersection of Jackson Drive and 
37th Terrace, is in the construction phase, 
with completion expected later this year. 

In addition, Heritage House Apartments, 
located on Spring Street north of The 
Square, is undergoing a large upgrade.  

The Arrowhead Shopping Center 
redevelopment project on U.S. Hwy. 24 is 
well underway.  A move to new pad sites 

for Subway and 
H&R Block allowed 
for an expansion 
to  Consent ino’s 
Sun Fresh, which 
is expected to be 
completed this year.   

The demolition 
of the American Inn 
at Noland Road and 
Interstate 70 has 

paved the way for the re-development 
of the Marketplace Shopping Center.  
While most upgrades to the existing 
shopping center are complete, 2017 will 
bring the addition of four new pad sites 
for additional development opportunities.

For more information about these or 
any other projects in Independence, please 
contact Plans Examiner Eric Fitch at (816) 
325-7409. 
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From Strawberries to Swales, June Starts Summer Fun
You know summer is officially here 

when Adventure Oasis opens for the 
season at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 27.  

Open daily through August 
13, there are all kinds of 
wet ‘n wild adventures 
waiting for you. Adventure 
Oasis is at 2100 S. Hub 
Drive; Open noon to 8 

p.m. Monday through Friday; 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday; and from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on holidays. 

The annual Strawberry Festival at the 
Vaile Mansion will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 3. Come to 
1500 N Liberty St., for the music, antiques 
and crafts, food, ice cream, 
and delicious strawberry 
treats. 

A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e 
Festival is free; tours of 
the Mansion are available. 
Smokey the Bear will be at the festival, 
and free trees will be given away by the 
Tree Commission. Don’t miss the tree 
program at 11 am. For more information 
call (816) 325-7430 or go to www.
vailemansion.org.

City Theatre of Independence presents 
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, 
winner of the 2013 Tony Award for Best 
Play. Middle-aged siblings Vanya and 
Sonia’s soothsayer/cleaning woman 
Cassandra keeps warning them about 
terrible things she sees in the future, which 

turns out to be 
a sudden visit 
f r o m  t h e i r 
g l a m o r o u s 
g l o b e -
trotting sister 
M a s h a  a n d 
her twenty-
s o m e t h i n g 

new boy toy, Spike. Add a lovely young 
aspiring actress into the mix and the fun 
begins.

 Performances will be held 8 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday, June 
1, 2 and 3; and Friday and Saturday, 
June 9 and 10; closing with a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Sunday, June 11. Call 
(816) 325-7367 to reserve your seat. 
General admission $14. City Theatre is 
located inside the Sermon Center, 201 N. 
Dodgion (Noland and Truman Roads). For 
information about all productions, go to 

www.citytheatreofindependence.org.
Traditional summer fun returns with 

Popsicles in the Park from 6:30 – 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday nights starting in June! The kids 
will enjoy their free frozen treats while 
you watch performances from a variety 
of entertainers including Dino O’Dell, 
Wicked Liars-Comedy and Magic, Drum 
Safari, Doo Dad Mike, Priscilla Howe-
Puppets and more.

Popsicles In The Park 
Tuesdays in 2017

• June 6, Benton Park, 707 S. Crane 
Street

• June 13, Fairmount Park, 300 N. 
Home

• June 20, Beckett Park, 2701 S. 
Cherokee St.

• June 27, Santa Fe Park, 2731 S. 
Santa Fe Rd.

• July 11, George Owens Nature 
Park, 1601 S. Speck Rd.

• July 18, St. Clair Park, 433 S. 
Fairley Ave.

• July 25, Hi l l  Park, 2201 S. 
Maywood Ave.

• August 1, Sycamore Hills Park, 
3700 S. Haden Dr.

Wagons Ho! returns, from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, June 7 at the 
National Frontier Trails Museum, 318 W. 
Pacific. Discover the history of westward 
expansion in this fun, interactive program 
perfect for learners of all ages. Admission 
of $7.50 for children 6-17 and $10 for 
adults includes a wagon ride! Advance 
reservations required at (816) 325-7575.

Kids - grab your fishing pole and come 
to George Owens Nature Park, 1601 S. 
Speck Rd. on Saturday, June 10 for the 
Youth Fishing Derby! Registration 9 a.m.; 
starts 10 a.m. $2 per child ages 5-12. Call 
(816) 325-7115 for more information.

What would you do if a disaster 
happens? Are you prepared? From 10 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday, June 17, attend the 
free monthly emergency preparedness 
class at Fire Station No. 1, 950 N. Spring 
St. Scheduled for the third Saturday of 
each month, the June class will focus on 
preparing an Emergency Family Plan, so 
everyone knows what to do if a disaster 
strikes. For more information, go to www.
indepmoep.org. 

For a fun twist on the usual puppet 
show, Puppetry Arts Institute at 11025 
E. Winner Road 
w i l l  p r e sen t 
“Imagination 
Celebration,” 
performed by 
puppeteer Kraig 
Kensinger. At 
11 a.m. and 2 
p.m. on Saturday, June 17 or Saturday, 
June 24, you can enjoy a showcase of 
dazzling puppet styles and then learn 
to create puppets from recycled items. 
Admission only $6; call (816) 833-9777 
for reservations.

Don’t miss Family Fun Day at the 
National Frontier Trails Museum, 318 
W. Pacific, on Saturday, June 24. From 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., join the Friends of the 
NFTM for a day full of fun! Take part 
in activities or crafts, watch re-enactors 
bring history to life, and investigate 
history. Outside activities are free; tours 

of the Museum are 
available.

Return to the 
NFTM and enjoy 
a wagon tour and 
swales walk, as you 
learn about the Santa 
Fe Trail in this one-
hour program at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, 
June 29. (Weather 
permitting.) Your 

trip includes a wagon ride, an investigation 
of the swales (ruts) left behind by the 
hundreds of wagons departing for the 
west, and a tour of the Santa Fe Gallery 
of the museum. Cost is $16 per adult; 
$10 children 6-17. Advance reservations 
required to (816) 325-7575.

For more information about activities 
and events throughout the month, check 
the Calendar of Events on the City’s 
website at www.independencemo.org or 
contact Tourism at (816) 325-7111.

Can’t Wait for CityScene?
CityScene is available on the City’s 

website on the first day of each month.
Go to www.independencemo.org and 

click on “Newsroom.” You will find 
both current and past issues.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.indepen-
dencemo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting call 
(816) 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Directory
CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7170. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 7 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

City Drop-Off Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, May 13
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $11; 
   Trucks, Vans, SUVs, or
   Trailers 8’ or under - $16;
   Trailers Longer than 8’ - $26
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: 
  All vehicles and trailers, $11/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries; Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $2; Mounted Car, $4;
Truck, $5; Mounted Truck, $11;
Farm/Tractor, $16

Next Drop-Off
Saturday, June 10

Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

Where To Call
The City of Independence 
has an automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-
7000 and say the name of the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Recycling Information

Your one-stop spot for recycling 
information in the Greater Kansas 
City area is www.recyclespot.
org or call (816) 474-8326.

Pink Hill Park Recycling Center
2725 NW Park Road, Blue Springs
Open Weds., Sat., Sun. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ted’s Trash Recycling
10800 E. Truman Road, Independence
Drop off recyclables 24 hrs./7 days a week

Surplus Exchange
518 Santa Fe St., KCMO (816) 472-0444 
Computers, monitors, printers, TVs, etc.

The two City recycling centers were 
permanently closed on March 31, 2017. 
Most trash  companies now offer curbside 
pickup for recyclables; check with your 
service provider.


