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Kimberly Bailey (right) accepts the 
Block Public Service award from CSL 
past president Johnna Bodenstab.

Old-fashioned holiday 
decor at the Bingham-
Waggoner.

Keep Spirits Merry and Bright 
With These Holiday Events

Kimberly Bailey, Records Clerk in 
the Police Department, is the recipient of 
the 2013 Susan Paxton Block Award for 
Distinguished Public Service. 

The Susan Block award is presented 
annually to a City employee, volunteer 
or elected official who has demonstrated 
outstanding public service, valor, and job 
performance with leadership.

Junior Service League past president 
Johnna Bodenstab presented the award at 
the September 23 City Council meeting. In 
presenting the award, Bodenstab said the 
recognition had been earned by Bailey’s 
outstanding work ethic and her excellent 
customer service skills while working 
with the public.

Bailey has received a commendation 
for her work with the Intelligence Unit of 
the Police Department related to stolen 
material at the Chicago & Alton Depot 
and the National Frontier Trails Museum.

“I was astounded,” Bailey said when 
notified of the award. “I was deeply hon-
ored that I was chosen for this particular 
award.”

The Junior Service League, of which 
Block was a second-generation member 
and served as president in 1989-1990, 
presents the award at the City Council 
meeting just prior to Block’s birthday. She 
would have celebrated her 61st birthday 
on September 24 this year.

The Vaile Mansion is 
showcased for the hol-
iday season.

There’s no better place to cel-
ebrate the holiday season than in 
Independence! It’s the perfect time 
of year for enjoying winter festivities 
–  w h e t h e r 
you continue 
long-stand-
ing family 
t rad i t ions 
o r  m a k e 
new hol i -
day memo-
ries. 

E n j o y 
the  Va i le 
Mansion’s 
V i c t o r i a n 
W i n t e r 
W o n d e r -
land from 
November 
29 through December 30. Open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Sundays, the tour will reveal sights 
better than Pinterest! Inspirational 
décor, marble fireplaces and crystal 
chandeliers will be decorated in the 
splendor of the winter wonderland. 
Adults $6, Children $3.  The Vaile 
Mansion is at 1500 N. Liberty St. 
(Closed Dec. 23-25). For information 
call (816) 229-8293 or (816) 325-
7430, or visit www.vailemansion.org. 

“It’s a Nutcracker Christmas” will 
be displayed at the Chicago & Alton 
1879 Depot, 318 W. Pacific. Open-
ing Thanksgiving weekend, the 
historic depot invites you to see its 
collection of nutcrackers, as well as 
holiday décor both inside and out. 
Admission is free, but donations are 
always happily accepted. The Depot 
will welcome visitors Friday and Sat-
urdays from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and on Sundays 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

until Christmas. For more informa-
tion call (816) 325-7955 or visit www.
chicagoalton1879depot.org.

The Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 
313 W. Pacific, also hosts one of 
Independence’s traditional  holiday 
events. The “Spirit of Christmas 
Past Heritage Homes Tour – Merry & 
Bright” will be open from November 
29 to December 30.  After looking 
around the first two floors of the Man-
sion, relax in the third-floor tea room, 

e n j o y i n g 
c o o k i e s 
a n d  h o t 
spiced tea 
or coffee. 
Your tour 
includes a 
visit to the 
Car r iage 
H o u s e 
Boutique. 
The Estate 
is open 10 
a.m. to 4 
p.m. Mon-

day through 
Saturday; 1 

to 4 p.m. Sundays (closed Dec. 23-
25). Admission is $6 for adults and 
$3 for youth ages 6 – 16.

Also at the Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate is the lovely evening Twilight 
Tour with live music and complimen-
tary refreshments from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, December 1. Afterward, visit 
the Carriage House Boutique to shop 
for the perfect holiday gift. Tickets 
are $6 for adults and $3 for youths.

Get into the decorating mood by 
enjoying a visit to four lovely homes 
decked out for the holidays on Thurs-
day, December 5. The Independence 
Young Matrons Holly & Misletoe Tour 



Property Zoning and Ownership Information 
Now Available on Website or Mobile Device
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runs from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tour ends 
at The Sweet Shop, located this year 
inside the Woods Chapel Community 
of Christ church. The Sweet Shop 
includes homemade goodies, raffle 
baskets and crafts. Tickets are $12 in 
advance; $15 at the door.  For details 
and tickets, call (816) 289-4988 or go 
to www.independenceyoungmatrons.
org. 

Start a new family tradition on Sat-
urday, December 7 by attending the 
annual Mayor’s Christmas Carnival, 
hosted by Parks & Recreation. Mayor 
Don Reimal will join the fun from 9 
a.m. to noon at the Sermon Center, 
201 N. Dodgion St.  

Each child will receive a bag of 
treats after visiting with Santa, and 
can enjoy balloon creations, carnival 
games, face painting and other activi-
ties. There is no admission fee – Bring 
your camera for a picture with Santa!

Celebrate the season with a visit to 
the National Frontier Trails Museum, 
318 W. Pacific. Starting Saturday, 
December 7, the Museum will be 

Have you ever wanted to find out how 
your property is zoned? Is it designated 
for single-family homes or multi-family 
apartments? 

Have you wondered how close you 
live to property zoned for commercial de-
velopment? Where 
is the boundary of 
the city limits? Who 
owns the vacant lot 
down the street?

The answers to 
these questions are 
now available at 
your fingertips!

The City’s web-
site has an interac-
tive map which al-
lows you to view zoning and property 
ownership, and contains a multitude of 
other useful information.

Users can select layers to view relating 
to zoning, city limits and Jackson County 
parcel and address information. The map 
also includes a “measure” tool which al-

lows you to measure distance or area.  
In addition, users can turn on aerial 

photography to see the area from above.  
The maps you create can be printed or 
shared via e-mail, Facebook and Twitter.

This information is available on the 
web not only from 
your PC but you can 
also download a free 
app for an iPhone, 
iPad or Android de-
vice.  

To  access  the 
interactive maps, 
go to http://www.
ci . independence.
mo.us/comdev/zon-
ingmap.aspx. Follow 

the directions to begin exploring all the 
information available to you.

If you have questions on how to use 
the map, please contact Kathy Robertson 
in the Community Development Depart-
ment at (816) 325-7412 or send an e-mail 
to krobertson@indepmo.org.

dressed up for visitors with festive 
holiday decorations. Refreshments 
and great deals in the Museum store 
are also offered. Free covered wagon 
rides are included with paid museum 
admission. Open 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and from 
noon to 4:30 p.m. on Sundays. For 
information call (816) 325-7575.

Tuesday, December 10 is the winter 
solstice – the shortest day of the year. 
Celebrate the beginning of winter at 
George Owens Nature Park, 1601 
S. Speck Rd. with a free walk along 
a beautiful torch-lit path, followed by 
a cup of hot chocolate near the roar-
ing fire. 

From 5 to 6:30 p.m. you can watch 
artists create ice sculptures, sit in an 
ice sleigh, learn how animals prepare 
for winter, view the night sky through 
a telescope and more. Call (816) 325-

7115 for more information.
On Saturdays, December 14, 21 

and 28, bring the kids and enjoy 
“Storybook Christmas” with Kraig 
Kensinger and his talented puppets 
at the Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 
E. Winner Road. Get into the spirit 
with delightful holiday music at one of 
the two performances each date – 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Tickets are $5 per 
person, which includes a tour of the 
puppet museum. Reservations are 
recommended. Call (816) 833-9777 
or visit www.hazelle.org. 

Visit the Englewood Station Shop-
ping District on Friday, December 20 
for the Third Friday Art Walk. The gal-
leries at 10900 E. Winner Road open 
their doors to art lovers from 5 to 9 
p.m. Find that unique gift among the 
locally-produced prints, photography, 
oils, sculpture and jewelry and other 
artwork.

For a complete listing of December 
events, go to www.visitindependence.
com.

County Executive Mike Sanders 
and Mayor Don Reimal 

invite you to the

Independence
Square Christmas
Lighting

Saturday, November 23, 2013

3 - 5 p.m.  - Kids Winter Wonderland
3:30 p.m.  - Santa arrives
5 p.m.   - Program begins, followed 
by lighting of The Square, Christ-
mas Tree and Historic Courthouse

For more information visit
www.jacksongov.org/lighting
www.visitindependence.com
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BHI Campaign To 
Target Youth

Mayor’s Christmas Concert December 8

Carefully Dispose of Frying Oil

The City of Independence has 
proclaimed November as Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month. Along with 
nearly 500 communities across the 
country, Independence is helping raise 
awareness for this disease which has 
a 5 year survival rate of less than 6%.

One of the main thrusts of this year’s 
Building a Healthier Independence (BHI) 
initiative is an anti-tobacco campaign 
geared at Independence youth. 

For decades youths have been told the 
dangers of smoking...it causes cancer, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disorder, 
bronchitis, yellow teeth, asthma, and bad 
breath...but there are still thousands of 
teens who take up the habit every year.

BHI Project Coordinator Alicia Nelson 
said the youth anti-tobacco campaign 
includes messages such as:
• Smoking 

is not attrac-
tive - a first 
kiss leaves a 
lasting impres-
sion
• Your life. Your call. Choose to live 

smoke free.
• Bad for the environment, bad for you.
• Would you put these things in your 

mouth? Ammonia, acetone, arsenic, bu-
tane, methane, tar, battery acid, pesticides, 
rocket fuel...the list goes on.
• 1,200 people die every day from tobac-

co-related disease. Don’t be one of them.
• You don’t smoke. Don’t let someone 

else do it for you. Ask others not to light 
up in your home or in your car.

“Casual smoking rates are on the in-
crease, with most who take up the habit 
starting before they are 18,” Nelson said.

“The tobacco industry concentrates 
much of its marketing efforts on the youth 
of the country,” Nelson continued. “We 
put together this campaign to counteract 
that. We want parents and others in the 
community to take a strong stand against 
youth smoking.”

In a Missouri Youth Tobacco Survey 
conducted in 2011 by the State of Missouri, 
43 percent of high school students and 18.3 
percent of middle school students reported 
they had smoked cigarettes. In addition, 
49.1 percent of high school students and 
22.1 percent of middle school students 
admitted to using any form of tobacco.

Nelson urges if you know someone 
who smokes, encourage them to call 
1-800-QUIT-NOW for help quitting.

For more information on Building a 
Healthier Independence contact the Inde-
pendence Health Department at (816) 325-
7185 or www.independencemo.org/health.

Can’t Wait for CityScene?
CityScene is available on the 

City’s website on the first day of each 
month.

Go to www.independencemo.org 
and click on “Newsroom.” You will find 
both current and past issues.

CLARIFICATION
The National Frontier Trails Museum 

workshop (Shhhh! It's a Secret) at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 30 is not included 
with regular museum admission, but the 
$10 per person charge for the workshop 
includes admission to the museum at 
318 W. Pacific.

If your holiday plan-
ning includes deep-
frying a turkey, follow 
these steps from Wa-
ter Pollution Control 
(WPC) for the proper 
use and disposal of fry-
ing oil:

• Strain oil through fine strainer and 
then through cheesecloth.
• Store covered in refrigerator.
• Oil can be reused three or four times.
• Never pour cooking oil down the 

drain.

The 28th Annual Mayor’s 
Christmas Concert, present-
ed by Centerpoint Medi-
cal Center and benefitting 
the Community Services 
League, will be held at 2:30 
p.m. Sunday, December 8 
at the Community of Christ 
Auditorium, 1001 W. Wal-
nut.  Mayor Don B. Reimal 
will host the event.

The annual concert, first held in 
1985, features performances by more 
than 500 fourth-grade students from the 
Independence School District, Nativity 
of Mary School, Center Place Restoration 
School, Messiah Lutheran School and 
Music Arts Institute.

Catherin Lynch, a retired Independence 
School District music instructor, is the mu-
sical coordinator.  The fourth-grade choirs 
will be directed by Sarah Wehrman, also 

of the Independence School 
District. 

In addition, the Spirit of 
Independence Band and the 
William Chrisman and Ft. 
Osage High School choirs 
will perform.  Dick Wilson 
from 94.9 KCMO radio is 

the master of ceremonies for 
the hour-long program, which 

includes an audience sing-along.
The program is also aimed at rais-

ing the awareness of those in need living 
in Independence. Since its inception, the 
concert has raised more than $275,000 for 
assistance programs and services admin-
istered through the CSL. 

Ushers for the event are members of the 
Van Horn High School Junior ROTC and 
the William Chrisman ACE Club.

There is no charge to attend the concert; 
a free-will offering will be taken.

• Take used cooking oil to the an-
nual Independence Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) mobile collection in April 
or to the Kansas City HHW Center. 

The Kansas City HHW collection cen-
ter is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursdays 
and Fridays, and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays. No appointment is neces-
sary; proof of Jackson County residency 
required. Call (816) 513-8401 for more 
information.

To receive a free brochure titled “Fat-
Free Sewers,” call (816) 325-7711.



November 2013        CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene Page 4

printed on recycled paper

Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Indepen-
dence has an auto-
mated voice-response 
telephone system. Call 
325-7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory
City Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
Last Drop-Off ‘Til March!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Roxann Thorsley District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Recycling Centers

13600 E. 35th Street
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

875 Vista Avenue
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays
MRC now operates the two City recycling cen-
ters. Items accepted include paper, cardboard,  
steel, aluminum, plastic, glass, electronics, ap-
pliances, computers, flat screen TVs, lawn and 
garden equipment and rechargeable batteries. A 
fee will be charged for non flat-screen TVs. $15 
for TVs 27” and smaller and $35 for larger TVs. 
All other items are free of charge, including com-
puter monitors.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help	them	find	a	forever	home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 8 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

There are lots of
reasons not to smoke...

What’s yours?

Your Life, Your Call.
Live Smokefree.


