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Informing Citizens

When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.
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CityScene
              Public Works Projects Update Health Department

Needs InputThe Public Works Department 
has been busy this season working 
on many projects to improve the 
community.  A construction project 
is underway to rebuild 35th Street 
between Lynn Street and Crysler 
Avenue.  

It will have three 
traffic lanes, includ-
ing a center turn 
lane.  There will be 
a bicycle lane along 
each side of the 
street and a sidewalk 
will be built along 
the south side of the 
street.  There are 
major storm drain-
age and utility im-
provements under-
way with the street 
construction project.  

V.F.  Ande rson 
Builders is the con-
struction contractor 
for the project at a 
cost of $2.42 mil-
lion. Eighty percent 
of the construction 
costs will be funded 
through a federal 
highway grant reim-
bursement program.   

The yearly street 
overlay project will 
resurface 31 miles 
of streets at various 
locations throughout 
the City.  A listing 
of the locations is 
available at the City’s 
website, www.inde-
pendencemo.org.  

Street overlay reduces street 
maintenance costs and provides 
smoother travel for motorists.  The 
top asphalt layer of the street will be 
removed at most locations and a new 

2” thick asphalt surface installed.  
There will be some sidewalk ramps 
and pavement markings done with 
the new asphalt.  

Ideker Construction is the contrac-
tor for the project this year at a cost 

of $3.71 million.  
Two bridge re-

p lacemen t  p ro j -
ects are also being 
worked on.  A bridge 
on Bly Road, north 
of 78 Highway, is 
being replaced.  This 
bridge is over Bund-
schu Creek and will 
be widened and el-
evated to reduce the 
risk of flooding.  A 
water main along 
the road is also be-
ing replaced.  

In addition, the 
contractor is ready 
to begin construc-
tion on a bridge re-
placement on 39th 
Street over the Little 
Blue River.  The new 
bridge will be four 
lanes wide, with a 
sidewalk and shared 
use path along the 
road. A trail connec-
tion will be made to 
the Little Blue Trace 
Trail.  

This project will 
complete the 39th 
Street widening in 
the eastern part of 
the City.  Phillips 
Grading and Con-

struction is the contractor for both of 
the bridge projects.  

For more information, contact the 
Public Works Department at (816) 
325-7600.

Bly Rd. Bridge at Bundschu 
Creek.

39th St. Bridge at the Little 
Blue River

35th Street Construction

The Health Department needs your 
help! To assist with future program de-
velopment and determine the programs 
most beneficial for the citizens of Inde-
pendence, an extensive community health 
assessment is underway. A key part is a 
survey that will be mailed to more than 
11,000 households this month.

 “The survey is designed to tell us what 
is going on in the community so we can 
develop new programs and evaluate on-
going programs,” Health Director Larry 
Jones said.  

Participants in the survey will be asked 
questions about health-related topics, 
as well as their opinions about the most 
pressing public health issues facing our 
community.  Once survey data is com-
piled, the Health Department will be 
able to compare survey data from 2011 
with the current survey data to determine 
health trends.  

Major findings will also be shared 
with health and service organizations in 
Independence and incorporated into the 
2013-2018 Community Health Improve-
ment Plan, which provides guidance on 
strategies to ensure measurable health im-
provement in our community.  It also helps 
the Health Department track data related 
to current grants and health programs.  

Those contacted this month are being 
asked to spend about 15 minutes answer-
ing the survey questions on paper or on-
line.  Residents who complete the survey 
can also enter in a random drawing for 
one of six Kindles. 

“We encourage all residents that re-
ceive a survey to participate in the survey,” 
Jones stressed. “We are extremely appre-
ciative of their cooperation and input.” 

For additional information on the Com-
munity Health Assessment, conducted in 
conjunction with the Building a Health-
ier Independence initiative, contact the 
Health Department at (816) 325-7185 or 
www.independencemo.org/health.
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A Letter to The Citizens of Independence
Independence is a community built on 

pride.  We are proud of who we are, where 
we’ve been and where we are headed.  
We hold family and honesty in the high-
est regard and we’re bold about what we 
stand for and what we value.  We are hard-
working and want to make our community 
the best it can be.  

Just like our most famous citizen, Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman, we don’t try to be 
something we’re not.  He was a down-to-
earth, proud, honest, hard-working man, 
and he left behind a community of people 
reflecting those same values.  

When we talk about progress in Inde-
pendence, we are referring to working 
together to make things happen and being 

proud of what we accomplish. The prog-
ress we see is the product of hard work, 
determination and pride; it is a cornerstone 
of Independence. 

When we say “Real People. Real 
Progress.” we know the people of Inde-
pendence exemplify this and will deliver 
every time. Spend time with us and you 
will see. Open a business and we will sup-
port you; bring your family to visit and we 
will make you feel at home; move here and 
we will embrace you with open, real arms.

A story like ours needs to be told.  We 
need to come together to start talking 
positively about ourselves, telling not only 
each another but also those outside of our 
community that Independence is special... 
it is a community that comes together to 
make good things happen... that we have 
positive stories to tell about exciting things 
happening in Independence.  

I encour-
age every cit-
izen to spread 
the word. Our 
goal is to get 
the good news 
out there! We 
n e e d  y o u r 
positive sto-
ries about In-
dependence. 
Send us an email at shoutoutindepen-
dence@gmail.com. Upload pictures 
and videos on Facebook at Shout Out 
Independence. Visit the website at www.
shoutoutindependence.com.  If you have 
any questions, let us know. We will be 
there to help. 

 Thank you Independence!
                          

 Mayor Don B. Reimal

The Mount Washington School senior 
apartments project, located at 570 S. Evan-
ston Avenue, north and west of Fairmount, 
is officially under construction! Since 
annexation by the Independence School 
District in 2008, Mt. 
Washington School has 
stood vacant and boarded 
pending development of 
an appropriate reuse plan.  

Constructed in 1903, 
the school is recognized 
for its architectural and 
historical significance in 
relation to events which 
made a significant con-
tribution to the history of 
education in America. 

Additions were re-
quired in 1910 and 1924 to 
accommodate the student 
population, which had grown to 600 by 
1924. At its completion, Mt. Washington 
School offered a branch of the Kansas 
City Public Library, an indoor gymnasium, 
an auditorium, cafeteria, and specialty 
classrooms.

 The basement had large lavatories, 
showers and locker rooms, while the sec-
ond floor included a fresh air classroom 
with large operable windows for children 
deemed at risk for tuberculosis.

Determined functionally obsolete for 
the school district’s purposes, due in part 
to the level of improvements required to 
make it ADA accessible, this National 
Register-listed historic property will soon 

be restored to its former significance as the 
heart of the Mt. Washington community.

The housing project is being developed 
by Minnesota-based Sherman Associates.  
With an overall investment of $10.6 mil-
lion, the project financing includes as-
sistance from the City of Independence’s 
Neighborhood Stabilization and HOME 
Programs, as well as state and federal 
Historic and Low-Income Housing tax 
credits.  

When the project is completed, the Mt. 
Washington School will be transformed 
into 45 units of affordable senior apart-
ments, and will include a community 
room, a restored auditorium venue and 

outdoor green space suit-
able for the possibility 
of a future community 
garden project.   

Access to support ser-
vices, including transpor-
tation, health and well-
ness programs, and senior 
adult education opportu-
nities will be provided to 
residents through a con-
tract with the Fairmount 
Community Center.  

This project will create 
an exciting new housing 
choice for active adults 

55+ and seniors 62+ within a quiet, 
relaxed and traditional neighborhood 
setting.  

Leasing activity is projected to be-
gin in January 2014, with construction 
completion and occupancy by April 1, 
2014.  Inquiries about leasing an apart-
ment at this project should be directed to 
Sherman Associates’ Property Manager 
Vanessa Gahagan, at vgahagan@sherman-
associates.com.

The Mount Washington Elementary School Was Built in 1903.
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National Night 
Out Against CrimeMilder fall weather brings the perfect 

time to tackle those outdoor chores. Water 
Pollution Control (WPC) reminds you to 
keep your neighborhood safe and healthy.

Leaves and Lawn Clippings: Do 
not sweep, blow or allow leaves or grass 
clippings to go onto the curb, 
street or storm drains. When 
you mow, direct the discharge 
back onto your lawn and not 
into the street. Reuse yard 
waste as mulch or compost 
or have it picked up for re-
cycling. Keeping storm drains clear of 
yard wastes helps prevent flooding during 
rainstorms.

Lawn Chemicals: Use lawn chemicals 
sparingly or not at all, and never before a 
heavy rainfall. Choose “natural organic” 
or “slow-release” fertilizers to reduce 
run-off. Read and follow product labels 

carefully. Keep fertilizers and other lawn 
chemicals on the soil, away from side-
walks, streets and driveways.  

Swimming Pool Maintenance: Drain 
pool water to the sanitary sewer system 
through your household plumbing. Clear 

water with the chlorine re-
moved can be used on lawns, 
but must be prevented from 
flowing onto neighboring 
yards. Use a hose to control 
the drainage rate. 

Do not drain pool water 
into the street, as it will flow to a storm 
drain and eventually to a creek or stream. 
Filter backwash, debris and chemicals in 
pool water make it unsafe for disposal to 
waterways.

Call Independence Water Pollution 
Control at (816) 325-7711 for information, 
or visit www.independencemo.org/wpc. 

Fall Yard Maintenance Pointers

This year’s National Night Out Against 
Crime was held the evening of Tuesday, 
August 6 on The Square. 

Neighborhood Crime Watch members 
and police volunteers (VIPS) pitched in to 
welcome more than 500 attendees and pro-
vide crime prevention and neighborhood 
watch information. Home safety items, 
including personal safes, home lighting, 
flashlights and 
various locks, 
were raffled off. 

T h e  m o s t 
popular attrac-
t ion appeared 
to be Sergeant 
Hanenkratt’s K9 
par tner,  Kruk 
along with spe-
cialty police ve-
hicles including 
the Special Re-
sponse Team’s Bearcat and the Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal vehicle.  

Officer Logan’s police motorcycle was 
also a big draw for the children.  Police 
commanders from various units as well as 
Police Chief Dailey were also present to 

meet with 
everyone.  

N e i g h -
b o r h o o d 
Watch and 
crime pre-
vention ed-
ucation Of-
ficers John 
Syme and 

Billy Pope expressed their appreciation for 
the support from the area business com-
munity, including The New Independence 
Square, the Pharaoh Cinema, Target, 
HyVee, Home Depot, Wal-Mart and the 
Missouri Mavericks.

Photos courtesy of Neighborhood 
Watch Volunteer Cynthia Horn.

Ladies, head to The Square for an ul-
timate night of sisterhood and shopping 
during “Girls Night Out” from 4 to 9 p.m. 
on Thursday, October 3.  Take advantage 
of extended shopping hours, socializing 
and spending quality time with friends, 
great promotional discounts, prizes and 
raffles during the evening. “Girls Night 
Out” will benefit the community-based, 
non-profit agency Cancer Action. For 
more information, call (816) 461-0065.  
Advance tickets are $15 and may be pur-
chased online at www.theindependenc-
esquare.com.

Friday Night Ghost Tours of the 1859 
Jail & Marshal’s Home Museum will be 
offered every Friday night in October, 
followed by a covered wagon historical 
live-narrated tour. Hear ghost stories and 
yarns of haunted places on The Square. 
Tours start at 7, 8 and 9 p.m., with a 
maximum of 15 in each group. Cost is 
$18 for adults; $12 for children ages 7-11. 
Not recommended for children under 7.  
Reservations are required, so call ahead to 
(816) 461-0065.  Visit www.theindepen-
dencesquare.com for more information.

Have the kids dress up in their favorite 
costume, then bring them to The Square 
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 26 for trick or treating at the shops. 
Then pick your favorite spot to watch 
the largest Halloween parade in the area. 
Every year an average of 100 floats, 

marching bands, clowns and other Hal-
loween favorites compete for prizes while 
delighting the crowds. For information 
about trick or treating, visit the Chamber 
of Commerce website or call (816) 252-
4745 for parade details.

On Saturday, October 19, celebrate 
fall at the Mystic Pumpkin Festival in the 
Englewood Business District at 10922 E. 
Winner Road. From 2 - 6:30 p.m. the kids 
can enjoy carnival games, booths, live 
entertainment and Halloween bag decorat-
ing.  For more information, call (816) 252-
3372 or visit www.englewoodstation.com.

Children of all ages will enjoy the an-
nual Enchanted Forest at George Owens 
Nature Park, 1601 S. Speck Road. Gates 
are open 7-9 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays, 
October 18, 19 and 25, 26. Admission is 
$2 per person, and visitors enjoy a non-
scary trip through the lighted forest to see 
storybook, nursery rhyme and fairy tale 
characters come to life. The evening is 
topped off with an old-fashioned hayride 
past a spectacular pirate ship. 

Final plans are being made for Pump-
kins in the Park, the annual October salute 
to autumn with pumpkin decorating, sto-
ries and fun. Watch the City’s website for 
times and details on these events.

For more information, visit www.
visitindependence.com or www.indepen-
dencemo.org/parksandrec or call (816) 
325-7370.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory
City Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Recycling Centers

13600 E. 35th Street
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

875 Vista Avenue
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays
MRC now operates the two City recycling cen-
ters. Items accepted include paper, cardboard,  
steel, aluminum, plastic, glass, electronics, ap-
pliances, computers, flat screen TVs, lawn and 
garden equipment and rechargeable batteries. A 
fee will be charged for non flat-screen TVs. $15 
for TVs 27” and smaller and $35 for larger TVs. 
All other items are free of charge, including com-
puter monitors.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help	them	find	a	forever	home.
Adopt a homeless pet.

Noon - 8 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

Call (816) 621-7722

Always 
Spay or 
Neuter!

IF YOUNG PEOPLE

REMAIN SMOKE-FREE

UNTIL AGE 26, LESS THAN 

1% WILL EVER START.

PREVENT.
 

DON’T START. 


