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              Taxpayers Guide to the 2013-14 City Budget

The City of Independence’s fiscal 
year begins on July 1 each year. As 
required by the Charter, a proposed 
budget is prepared by the City Man-
ager and submitted to the City Coun-
cil for approval. The Council holds 
at least one public 
hearing, and there 
are two readings of 
the ordinance ap-
proving the budget 
before it becomes 
effective.

The City’s bud-
get accounts for all 
revenues received 
from the sale of utili-
ty services, property 
taxes, sales taxes 
(including general, 
park, street, police, fire and storm 
water sales taxes), service fees, 
grants, etc.

The total operating and capital 
budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2013 
through June 30, 2014, including 
utilities, is $291,725,300. 

The General Fund is the tax and 
fee-supported portion of the City's 
budget.  At $72,584,249 it is 27% 
of the total budget, 
and pays for most of 
the City's non-utility 
operations. 

A r e a s  n o t  f i -
nanced by the Gen-
eral Fund include 
the Power and Light 
Department, the Wa-
ter Pollution Control 
Department and the 
Water Department, 
which are operated 
as enterprise funds, 
and the Tourism pro-
gram.

Approx imate ly 

60% of the General Fund budget is 
designated for the Police Department 
($26.4 million) and Fire Department 
($16.4 million).  

The remaining 40% of the General 
Fund is used for operations of other 

City departments including Public 
Works (snow removal, mowing public 
property, facility repairs), Community 
Development (building inspections, 
zoning, planning, bus service), Parks 
and Recreation (park maintenance, 
recreation programs, Palmer Senior 
Center programs), Health (codes 
enforcement, restaurant inspections, 
public health programs), Finance, 

 Source of General Fund Dollars
Taxes - 48%
Payments in Lieu of Taxes - 25%
Grants and Shared Revenues - 7%
Licenses and Permits - 4%
Other Revenue - 16%

Municipal Court, Technology Ser-
vices, Administration (Mayor, City 
Council and City Manager offices) 
and general expenses. 

In addition to providing municipal 
services, expenses include em-

ployee salaries and 
benefits. As part of 
the City’s adjust-
ment to deteriorat-
ing economic con-
ditions during the 
last several years, 
74 vacant positions 
– slightly more than 
10% of authorized 
positions – have 
been left unfunded.

Funding is in-
cluded for projected 

increases in health and dental insur-
ance costs for employees, who pay 
a portion of these premiums. 

The General Fund budget for 
FY2013-14 also includes $374,848 
for capital outlay such as mobile 
equipment used by the Health and 
Public Works departments, building 
repairs to City Hall, the Police Build-
ing and other municipal buildings, 

technology updates 
such as file servers, 
microcomputers and 
network systems, 
and mail processing 
equipment.

Financial informa-
tion is available for 
public viewing on 
the City’s website at 
www.independenc-
emo.org/Finance/
Budget.aspx. For 
more information 
contact the Finance 
Department at (816) 
325-7080.

Allocation of General Fund Dollars
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Free concerts are a major draw at 
the annual Santa-Cali-Gon Festival.

Planning a Conference? Think Independence!
Do you belong to a club? Are you a 

member of a trade union or association? 
Does your church leadership gather with 
other leaders at regional meetings? Are 
your children involved in competitive 
amateur sports tournaments? If your an-
swer to any of these questions is “yes,” 
you can help Independence prosper and 
grow. Suggest Independence for your 
events and national meetings.

Independence Tourism is more than 
just a source of information for travelers. 
It also works with sports tournaments, 
military reunions and fraternal organi-
zations. Your organization can receive 
customized advice and resources in areas 
such as transportation, lodging, off-site 
activities such as visiting attractions and 
adding unique Independence experiences 
to itineraries. 

Small to midsize conventions, sports 
events, association meetings, profes-
sional, government and reunion groups 
can bring a significant economic boost 
to Independence. Tourism Director Cori 
Day explains, “Many of us belong to 
professional, hobby, religious or service 
organizations or are members of high 
school classes, families or military units 
that plan regular reunions.” 

Groups who come to Independence 
soon discover that the Tourism Depart-
ment has the ability to offer a more 
personal touch than larger cities. 

“All these types of groups are regularly 
searching for places to host meetings, trade 

shows, reunions and tournaments,” Day 
added.  For larger events and meetings, 
the Tourism staff can arrange for registra-
tion day hospitality tables with welcome 
bags containing discount coupons for 
attractions and maps, visitors’ guides and 
promotional items. For tour bus groups 
who overnight in Independence, they can 
also schedule step-on guides.

With a location easily accessible from 
major interstates and the Kansas City 
airport, Independence facilities are af-
fordable and top of the line in terms of 
amenities. The city’s lodging options are 

near big city entertainment, but boast low 
costs and free parking at all hotels, attrac-
tions, dining and shopping locations.

When planning events, Independence 
Tourism encourages residents and busi-
ness leaders alike to choose Independence 
as a place for meetings and special events. 
For more information about the many 
features Independence has to offer your 
group, contact Kyle Sadewhite at KSade-
white@indepmo.org or (816) 325-7816.

The end of summer wouldn’t be com-
plete without the annual Santa-Cali-Gon 
Festival, which returns for its 41st year. 
This premier festival on the historic In-
dependence Square honors the Santa Fe, 
California and Oregon trails, which all 
used Independence as a jumping-off point 
for the westward trek.

Organizers expect 300 crafters, ven-
dors and more than 100 food booths; 
local, gospel and nationally-known 
country music acts performing on 
three stages; a midway carnival; and 
old-fashioned contests like watermelon 
seed spitting, ice cream eating and root 
beer chugging. 

The four-day weekend festival will 
be held this year from Friday, August 
30 through Monday, September 2, and 
is expected to attract more than 200,000 
people. As always, all entertainment is 
free. For times, entertainment details 

and more, call (816) 252-4745 or visit 
www.santacaligon.com.

Proper Use of Antibiotics Avoids Resistance
The Independence Health Department 

(IHD) was recently recognized for its 
work in a nationwide Antibiotic Steward-
ship Program. The program is a collab-
orative effort of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the Institute for 
Healthcare Improvement and the Public 
Health Foundation. 

Dr. John W. Moran of the Public Health 
Foundation in Washington, D.C., com-
mended IHD for its work. “Independence 
Health Department is the only local health 
department in the country that is involved 
in this program,” Dr. Moran said. 

Antibiotic resistance has been increas-
ing in recent years, and has been called 
one of the most pressing public health 
concerns of our age. 

Resistance occurs when antibiotics are 
used for conditions that do not require 
the drugs, or when an individual does not 
complete a prescribed course of antibiot-
ics. In these cases, the weakest bacteria 
are killed off while the stronger bacteria 
survive. These stronger bacteria multiply 
and eventually, antibiotics become less 
effective.

In collaboration with Centerpoint 
Medical Center, IHD has developed an-
tibiotic treatment cards to provide health 
care providers with an easy-to-use refer-
ence for how to best treat conditions they 
often see in patients.

IHD is also working with childcare 
facilities and schools to ensure return-to-
school policies follow state recommen-

dations and do not 
encourage unneces-
sary antibiotic use. 

Education about 
antibiotic resistance 
and the importance of using antibiotics 
appropriately is being included in many 
of the classes and communications offered 
to the public.

“History has taught us that if we do not 
use antibiotics wisely, they will lose their 
ability to fight disease,” Health Director 
Larry Jones said. 

For more information about the pro-
gram, please call (816) 325-7185 or visit 
the Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s Get Smart website at www.cdc.
gov/getsmart.



Block Award Nominations Due
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LED Street Lighting Being Installed                           Ready, Set, Walk!

The City of Independence is looking to 
honor excellent in public service.

Anyone can nominate a City employee, 
volunteer or elected official who has dem-
onstrated outstanding public service, 
valor, and job performance with 
leadership for the annual Susan 
Paxton Block Distinguished 
Public Service Award.

Nomination forms are 
due Friday, August 16 and 
are available from Johnna 
Bodenstab, a Junior Service 
League (JSL) past president; 
at City Hall and the Chamber 
of Commerce, 210 W. Truman 
Road.  Forms may also be printed 
from the City’s website at www.indepen-
dencemo.org. 

Completed forms should be mailed to 
Johnna Bodenstab c/o the JSL at 3122 
South Crysler, Independence, MO 64052.  
Mrs. Block was a member and past presi-
dent of the JSL.  

The late Bill Paxton, father of the late 
Councilmember Block, established the 

award to honor her memory and recognize 
individuals who demonstrate excellence 
while conducting City business.  Mrs. 
Block represented the third council district 

from 1992 until her death November 
11, 1996.  

A selection committee, 
comprised of local service 
club presidents, will select 
the recipient. Joanie Shover 
received the award in 2011 
and Vicki Hon received the 
award last year.

The award is $1,000 plus 
a sterling silver medallion and 

a sterling silver lapel pin.  Pro-
ceeds come from the memorial fund 

established by Paxton.
The recipient will be announced and 

the award presented at the Monday, Sep-
tember 16 City Council meeting at City 
Hall, 111 East Maple. September 24 was 
Councilmember Block’s birth date. 

For more information, call Bodenstab 
at (816) 655-5916.

There is still time to join the Building a 
Healthier Independence “The Mile Starts 
Here” walking program.

The mile-led walks take place at 9 
a.m. every Wednesday through October 
30 and rotate among five parks and trails 
throughout Independence. Water is avail-
able at each walk.

Health Director Larry Jones said the 
free program was launched last year as 
a way to promote physical activity while 
exploring the City’s parks and trails.

“Walking is an easy, inexpensive way to 
lose weight, reduce stress and lower your 
risk of stroke and heart disease,” Jones 
said. “It is also 
a great way 
for people to 
meet others in 
the area who 
are interested 
in exercise.”

The sched-
ule for “The 
Mile Starts 
Here” walking program is:

First Wednesday: The “Farmers’ Mar-
ket route” July 3, August 7, September 4 
and October 2 at the Farmers’ Market, 
at the corner of Truman Road and Main 
Street, and will follow the Truman Histori-
cal Walking Trail.  

Second Wednesday:  July 10, Au-
gust 14, September 11, and October 9 at 
Centerpoint Medical Center Trail, 19600 
E. 39th Street.  Meet in the parking lot 
off Jackson Drive at the medical offices’ 
entrance.

Third Wednesday:  July 17, August 
21, September 18, and October 16 at In-
dependence Athletic Complex, 17800 E. 
Salisbury Rd.

Fourth Wednesday: July 24, August 
28, September 25 and October 23 at Wa-
terfall Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Dr.

Fifth Wednesday: July 31 and October 
30 at the Health Department, 515 S. Lib-
erty St.  Meet outside the front entrance.

Follow the Health Department on 
Facebook, Pinterest http://pinterest.com/
bhealthyi or Twitter @indephealthdept. 
You can also find information at the Health 
Department’s website at www.buildinga-
healthierindependence.org or call (816) 
325-7185.

Independence is the first city in the 
country with a population of more than 
100,000 to make a 100% changeover 
from high pressure sodium lights to LED 
fixtures. LED light-
ing provides a natural 
white light, improving 
visibility while using 
only half the energy of 
the current fixtures.

In August 2010, the 
City initiated a pilot 
project to evaluate the 
feasibility of replacing 
traditional street light-
ing fixtures with the 
LED lights. 

Independence Power 
& Light (IPL) installed 
LED fixtures in a small 
number of city streets 
to test their effectiveness. Comments and 
observations from citizens and area busi-
nesses were compiled and operational 
costs were compared.  

IPL has calculated changing to the 
new LED lighting could save more than 
5 million kilowatt hours, for an annual 
savings of $650,000.  Not only will it 

provide uniform, quality white light, but 
because it requires less upkeep, the City 
also estimates it will save $300,000 in 
maintenance costs.

In addition to the 
long-term financial ben-
efits, the changeover to 
LED lighting could re-
move more than 31,000 
metric tons of green-
house gases from the 
atmosphere, according 
to the manufacturer.

Mayor Don Reimal 
said, “With these new 
LED street lights, we 
can improve visibility, 
making our residents 
feel safer and encour-
age more social activ-
ity.  Not only are these 

lights more cost-effective, using 50% less 
energy, they are more sustainable, giving 
us the satisfaction that we have made a 
positive impact on our city and left another 
positive legacy."  

Installation of the new lighting is 
expected to be completed by December 
2013.

LED streetlighting uses less 
energy and has lower main-
tenance costs than older 
lights.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory
City Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Recycling Centers

13600 E. 35th Street
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

875 Vista Avenue
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays
MRC now operates the two City recycling cen-
ters. Items accepted include paper, cardboard,  
steel, aluminum, plastic, glass, electronics, ap-
pliances, computers, flat screen TVs, lawn and 
garden equipment and rechargeable batteries. A 
fee will be charged for non flat-screen TVs. $15 
for TVs 27” and smaller and $35 for larger TVs. 
All other items are free of charge, including com-
puter monitors.

If you live in an apartment or 
multi-unit housing complex 
and smoke... chances are 
your neighbors are feeling

the effects of your 
bad habits.

When you smoke...they smoke.
Secondhand smoke kills.

I n d e p e n d e n c e 
will participate in the 
National Night Out 
Against Crime from 
5 to 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, August 6 on The 
Square. 

Come meet po-
lice officers and enjoy free food, raffle 
giveaways and demonstrations from the 
K-9, Traffic Safety and Special Response 
Teams. Learn how to form a neighborhood 
watch and help take a bite out of crime!


