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More than 700 visitors 
participated in last 
year’s EcoFest.

Independence EcoFest - It’s All About Water!
Bring the family and learn all about 

protecting the environment at the 
sixth-annual Independence EcoFest 
– “It’s All About Water!” – from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 1. 

The free event will be held at the 
City’s 80-acre Waterfall Park south of 
the Bass Pro Shops.  More than 700 
attended EcoFest last year.  

 “EcoFest emphasizes the impor-
tance of water quality, local water-
sheds, wastewater and storm water 
management, energy and conserva-
tion in a fun, interactive format for 
children and families,” Water Pollu-
tion Control 
Director Dick 
C h a m p i o n 
said.

The festi-
val provides 
e d u c a t i o n 
and informa-
t ion  to  the 
public about 
the importance of preserving and 
protecting our natural resources and 
the environment. 

The Kansas City Kite Club will jazz 
up the park with colorful banners and 

kites. Participants can learn about 
various water and conservation topics 
through interactive displays such as 
edible ice cream aquifers, a stream 
table demonstrating stream bank 
erosion and water-themed games 
located along the park trail. 

Festival goers will collect stamps 
for their “Eco-Passports” by answer-
ing quiz questions as they visit the 
various exhibit booths.  Each ex-
hibitor will have a question associ-
ated with their theme.  Participants 
will receive a prize for completed 
Eco-Passports and there will be free 

giveaways throughout the 
festival.

In addition to displays on 
ecology and water quality, 
the festival will include enter-
tainment throughout the fes-
tival area by the EcoStreet 

characters, Eco Elvis, Stan Slaughter 
“Eco Troubadour” and the Green 
Spirit Band.

The City of Independence spon-
sors the event in partnership with the 
Missouri Departments of Conserva-
tion (MDC) and Natural Resources 
(MDNR), the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Little Blue Wa-
tershed Coalition and several local 
groups. City departments partici-
pating are Water Pollution Control, 
Parks and Recreation, Independence 
Power & Light, Water and Health.

“Everyone is invited to come out 
to support this 
water quality 
educa t iona l 
event for our 
community,” 
C h a m p i o n 
said.

Fo r  more 
informat ion, 
visit the City’s 

websites at www.independenc-
emo.org/wpc and www.indepen-
dencemo.org/ecofest or call the 
Water Pollution Control offices at 
(816) 325-7711.



Jackson County Regional Animal Shelter Now Open

Check Regulations For Summer Projects
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The opening of the new Jackson 
County Regional Animal Shelter in April 
means some changes for Independence 
residents and their pets. 
Great Plains SPCA is op-
erating the new regional 
shelter at 21001 E. Hwy. 
78, located just east of the 
MCC-Blue River campus. 

The  Independence 
Heal th  Depar tment’s 
Animal Services officers 
will continue to enforce 
the City Code related 
to animal welfare; how-
ever, animals will now 
be housed at the Regional 
Animal Shelter under the 
care of Great Plains SPCA.  

So what does this mean for you?
ADOPTIONS: If you would like to 

expand your family and adopt a new 
pet, the Regional Shelter will be open 
for adoptions Tuesday through Friday 
from 12 noon to 8 p.m. and on Saturday 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. (The 
shelter will be closed for adoptions on 

Mondays.)  You can also visit www.
greatplainsspca.org 24-hours a day to 
view animals available for adoption.

VOLUNTEERING: Even if you can’t 
adopt another family member,  many vol-
unteer opportunities exist at the Regional 
Shelter, including adoption assistants, 
cat and dog socializing, and general 
office support.  If you would like to vol-
unteer, please contact Tomomi Suenaga 
at (816) 783-5113 or email tsuenaga@
greatplainsspca.org.

The new Regional Animal Shelter at 21001 E. Hwy. 78 
opened for business in April.

Adventure Oasis
To Open May 25

LOST AND FOUND: If you have lost 
a pet, please contact the Regional Shelter 
at (816) 621-7722.  If you have found a 

pet or need to surrender 
a pet, the Shelter will be 
open Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and on Saturday and Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
For more information, 
please call the Regional 
Shelter at (816) 621-7722 
or email intake@great-
plainsspca.org.

STRAYS or DOG 
BITES: The City of In-
dependence will continue 
to respond to reports of 

loose animals, dog bites, or other ani-
mal control violations. Please call the 
Animal Services dispatch line at (816) 
325-7205 to report any incidents. If you 
have received a ticket from the City for 
an animal control violation and have a 
question, contact (816) 325-7205.

As you start planning for outdoor 
spring and summer construction proj-
ects, it is important to know the rules 
which affect the placement, size or type 
of construction allowed. 

A new deck, fence, storage building, 
or pool can be expensive – especially 
when installed by a construction pro-
fessional. The Community Develop-
ment Department is 
available to provide 
assistance on regula-
tions which may apply 
to the project.

Fences are height-
restricted to 3’ in ex-
terior yards (facing a 
street) and 8’ on inte-
rior side or rear yards 
(not facing a street).  Fences in front of 
residences must be at least 50% trans-
parent (i.e., picket fence). Residential 
fences taller than 7’ require a permit, as 
do all commercial fences. 

Sheds and Storage Buildings larger 
than 120 sq. ft. require a permit to 
construct and may also require frost-

protected footings. These may be no 
taller than the primary residence and 
also have property line setbacks.

Decks/sun rooms/screened-in decks 
require a permit and may either be at-
tached to the house or freestanding. 
Structures more than 30” off the ground 
are required to have a guardrail and the 
support post must be mounted in/on a 

frost-protected pier.
Pools deeper than 

24”  are required to 
have a permit. Pools 
have very specific set-
backs from structures, 
underground and over-
head power lines and 
from property lines. 
There are additional 

regulations on how and where they can 
be drained. There must be a 6’ high fence 
with self-latching/self-closing gates 
around the pool or around the yard.

For information on your summer con-
struction projects or if you have ques-
tions, contact Community Development 
at (816) 325-7401.

Are you ready to 
slide into summer? 
Adventure Oasis 
opening day is 
Saturday,  May 
25.

Adventure Oa-
sis will be open from 
12 to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday; 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday; and 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on holidays.

Season passes and 5-punch passes are 
currently on sale at the Truman Memo-
rial Building, 416 W. Maple Ave., and 
the Roger T. Sermon Community Cen-
ter, 201 N. Dodgion Avenue.

Adventure Oasis Water Park is lo-
cated at 2100 Hub Dr. (north of 23rd 
Street and west of M-291).

For more information about the water 
park and other summer activities, call 
(816) 325-7843 or visit www.indepen-
dencemo.org/parksandrec/AdvenOasis.
aspx.



June Brings Outdoor Activities
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The Bingham-Waggoner Estate is an 
elegant setting for the annual Break-
fast on the Trails.

Illegal Dumpsite 
Cleared

Free Tdap 
Vaccines Available

2013 Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Event Cleans Up

If you are a new parent, a new grand-
parent, a nanny or a childcare worker, 
the Independence Health Department 
reminds you to be vaccinated against 
tetanus, diptheria and pertussis (whoop-
ing cough) (Tdap).

There are a limited number of free 
Tdap vaccines available. You must be 
18 or older,  with little or no insurance 
coverage.

By appointment only; call (816) 325-
7185 to schedule or if you have any 
questions. The Tdap vaccinations will 
be given at the Health Department, 515 
S. Liberty.

The families who once lived on the 
grand Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 
W. Pacific, were able to sit on the wrap-
around porch and watch thousands of 
covered wagons head out of town on the 
westward Santa Fe Trail. You can re-live 
those days from 7 to 10 a.m. at the 17th 
annual Breakfast on the Trails, planned for 
Saturday, June 1. Enjoy the simple plea-
sures of a home-
style breakfast of 
scrambled eggs, 
sausage, country 
potatoes and all 
the trimmings. 
Tickets are $8 
for adults and 
advance reser-
vations to (816) 
461-3491 are re-
quired.

During your 
visit you can stop 
in at the Carriage 
House Boutique for a great assortment of 
gifts and pick up a plate of home-baked 
treats at the old-fashioned bake sale on 
the grounds. Save enough time to take a 
guided tour of the home (additional fee) 
if you’ve never visited the estate. Tours 
include “Let’s Get Hooked,” an exhibit on 
hooked rugs displayed on the second floor 
through the month of June. Learn more 
about the estate at www.bwestate.org.

After you’ve eaten your fill, drive north 
of The Square to the Vaile Mansion Straw-
berry Festival, at 1500 
N. Liberty. This annual 
family-friendly favor-
ite will feature more 
than 100 booths of an-
tiques, crafts, flowers 
and herbs, vintage cars 
and children’s craft 
activities.  

Live music and en-
tertainment will show-
case ballet, the Spirit 
of Independence Con-
cert Band and the 1859 
Missouri Town Dancers. Strawberry treats 
include ice cream, floats and strawberry 
shortcake. If you choose to make a meal 
of it, add a hot dog, turkey sandwich, soft 
drink and fresh kettle corn.

Take the free shuttle from William 
Chrisman High School at the corner of 

Noland and 24 Hwy. to avoid parking 
headaches. The festival runs from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday, June 1. Admission to the 
grounds is free, with escorted tours of the 
Mansion costing $6 for adults and $3 for 
children. For more information, call (816) 
229-8293 or go to www.vailemansion.org.

The Square promises to be busy with 
June events, beginning with weekly 

Thursday night 
Moonlight Mov-
ies at dusk. (See 
titles at www.
freemoonlight-
movies.com.)

From 6 to 9 
p.m. on Friday, 
June 7, local win-
eries, artists and 
Square merchants 
partner to present 
a Sip and Shop 
Ar t  and  Wine 
Walk Fundraiser. 

For tickets and details, check www.
theindependencesquare.com. 

Classic British sports car lovers are 
invited to the 24th Annual Heartland MG 
Regional car show from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 8. To register, go to www.
heartlandmgregional.com.

Reserve your tickets soon for “On 
Golden Pond” by City Theatre of Indepen-
dence at the Sermon Community Center, 
201 N. Dodgion. Performances will be 8 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday, June 6 

through 8; 2 p.m. mati-
nee Sunday, June 9; 8 
p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, June 14-15; and 2 
p.m. matinee Sunday, 
June 16. Tickets are 
$12. For details, call 
(816) 325-7367 or go 
to www.citytheatreo-
findependence.org. 

Treat your father to 
a special Father’s Day 
outing at the Harry 
S. Truman Library & 

Museum, 500 West U.S. Hwy. 24 on 
Sunday, June 16 when the Library offers 
complimentary admission to all fathers.

For a complete list of tourism events 
and attractions, pick up a current Visitors’ 
Guide, call (816) 325-7111 or go to www.
visitindependence.com. 

Enjoy live entertainment at 
the Strawberry Festival.

The Household Hazardous Waste 
drop-off event held on April 6 was 
deemed a huge success.  

Close to 500 vehicles were unloaded, 
with citizens bringing household clean-
ers, paint, garden and yard products, 
kerosene, etc. for safe disposal.

Water Pollution Control sponsored 
the event assisted by Power & Light, 
Police, Water and Public Works.

The Environmental Public Health 
Division of the Independence Health 
Department recently joined forces with 
the Land Trust of Jackson County to 
eliminate an illegal dump site in the 
northwest area of town.

After a building was demolished sev-
eral years ago, the property was taken by 
Jackson County for back taxes. Located 
on a dead end street, it became a popular 
dump site. 

More than 500 tires, along with sev-
eral large dumpsters of trash and debris, 
were removed from the property. The 
cleaned-up site is now much less attrac-
tive for dumping and will be monitored 
for future violations.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

13600 E. 35th Street
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

875 Vista Avenue
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

MRC now operates the two City recycling cen-
ters. Items accepted include paper, cardboard,  
steel, aluminum, plastic, glass, electronics, appli-
ances, computers, TVs, lawn and garden equip-
ment and rechargeable batteries. A fee will be 
charged for TVs and computer monitors: $5 for 
monitors, $15 for TVs 27” and smaller and $35 
for larger TVs. All other items are free of charge.

City Drop-Off
Depot

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Second Saturday Of Each Month

March through November!
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly

Free disaster preparedness class  
will be held from 1:30 - 4 p.m. on the 
fourth Saturday monthly at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.

• May 25 -  No class scheduled.
• June 22 - “Do You Really Have to 
Evacuate?”

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 816-325-7167 to register.

You have control - Not the disaster.

No ifs, ands or
“butts”...

Secondhand smoke
kills.

You smoke...they smoke.
Secondhand smoke kills.


