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IPL Tree Trimming Protects Electric Service

Annual Prescription Drug “Take Back” April 27

Pets in the Park May 18 at Waterfall Park

Every year, Independence Power 
and Light (IPL) trims trees away from 
overhead electrical lines. This is 
necessary to prevent power outages 
from falling limbs and to allow a safe 
environment for personnel to make 
repairs and upgrades.

“This work is necessary for de-
pendable delivery of electricity to our 
homes and businesses,” IPL Tree 
Trimming Superintendent Andrew 
Dodson said.

IPL does not top trees, which is 
considered an unhealthy way of 
trimming trees.  Instead, IPL uses 
the ‘natural trimming’ practices ac-
cording to ANSI 300 Standards, to 
perform its line clearance work. This 
practice allows trees to retain more 
of their natural form and results in 
healthier trees.

“Almost everyone wants trees 
along the street, in front of their 

homes and businesses,” noted Dod-
son. “Trees provide shade for parked 
cars in the summer and can display 

vibrant colors in the fall. They present 
a more ‘friendly’ atmosphere for the 
neighborhood.”  

IPL recommends when a tree is 
purchased, a homeowner should 
determine how tall the tree will grow, 
especially if it is to be planted in the 
proximity of power lines. This infor-
mation is usually on a tag attached 
to the tree at the nursery.

 “In some cases IPL will need to 
remove trees that are in conflict with 
the power lines and replace them with 
a more utility-friendly tree through 
IPL’s Tree Replacement Program,” 
Dodson added. “These trees tend 
to be low to mid-growing trees that 
will not reach the line, thus providing 
shade and other important benefits 
for the homeowner.”

For more information about IPL’s 
tree trimming program, contact An-
drew Dodson at (816) 325-7557.

The Independence Police Department is joining thousands of 
other law enforcement agencies across the country in the Drug 
Enforcement Administration’s annual national prescription drug 
“Take-Back” effort on Saturday, April 27.

The public is in-
vited to bring their 
unused, unwanted or 
expired prescription 

drugs for safe disposal with no questions asked and at no cost. 
The Independence collection site will be open from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. in the parking lot north of City Hall, 111 E. Maple.  

People will be able to drop their drugs off in a drive-through 
lane without leaving their car.

As an added convenience, this year Stadium Pharmacy, 4811 
S. Arrowhead Drive, is also participating by adding drop-off 
boxes inside their business.

Police Major Terry Storey said, “This is an opportunity for 
the public to safely empty out medicine cabinets of drugs that 
are no longer needed or have expired, including prescription 
drugs that may contain controlled substances.” 

For more information contact Major Storey at (816) 325-
7332.

Dress up your pet for fun on Saturday, May 18 at Waterfall 
Park! The Pet Judging Contest is for youth 12 & under and their 
pet, and registration starts at 10 a.m. Contest categories include 
Pet With Best Trick, Most Unique Pet and Best Owner/Pet Look-
Alike. Dogs must be on a leash and cats must be in a carrier.

The Pet Parade will begin following the Pet Judging, and the 
awards ceremony will be held at 11:30 a.m.  Participants in the 
Pet Parade are asked to bring an item to donate to the Animal 
Shelter such as collars, treats, pet toys, etc.  You can visit with 

area vendors about pet services, products and 
adoptions until 1 p.m.

The Independence Health Department will 
again be offering microchips ($15) and rabies 
vaccinations ($5) during the event.

Waterfall Park is located at 4501 S. Bass Pro 
Drive in Independence. For more information 
call Independence Parks & Recreation at (816) 
325-7370. 



              

Celebrate Historic Preservation Month in May
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Independence Tap 
Water Earns Silver 

Improving on its bronze medal award 
in 2012, the City of Independence Water 
was recently awarded the silver medal 
for having the second best municipal tap 
water in the world at the Berkeley Springs 
International Water Tasting contest.

Held in February in Berkeley Springs, 
WV, waters were rated for appearance, 
aroma, taste, mouth feel and aftertaste. 
Eleven judges spent hours rating 82 waters 
from 21 states and 10 foreign countries. 
There were 32 municipal waters submitted 
from a dozen states, Canada, South Korea 
and Thailand. The annual event is the larg-
est water-tasting competition in the world.

Water Department Director Dan Mont-
gomery praised the staff who closely 
monitor the water system, and gives credit 
to an excellent water source. The 41 wells 
at the Courtney Bend Water Treatment 
Plant receive water from the Missouri 
River Alluvial Aquifer and the water at the 
tap meets or exceeds all federal and state 
quality regulations.

Independence residents are drinking 
one of the best waters in the world!

Hit the road running this spring at the 
second annual Independence Park Trot 
5K Run/Walk!

Online registration for the free Park 
Trot 5K started in January at www.in-
dependenceparktrot.com and continues 
through April 20. The 
race is slated rain or shine 
for 8 a.m. Saturday, May 
4 at the City’s Waterfall 
Park, located just south 
of Bass Pro Shops.

“With more than 1,000 
participants already reg-
istered this year for the event, we are 
amazed at the response,” Health Director 
Larry Jones said. “This is a perfect way 
to encourage physical activity while at 
the same time sharing our city’s beauti-
ful parks.”

The Independence Health Department 
teamed up last year with KC Running 
Company to hold the certified 5K event 
as part of the Building a Healthier Inde-
pendence (BHI) initiative. 

BHI Project Coordinator Christina 
Heinen said the turnout of more than 750 
chip-timed participants at last year’s race 

was a leading factor in the decision to 
bring the event back this year.

“We heard a lot of great comments 
about the event after last year’s race, 
so we are very excited about this year,” 
Heinen added.

C u r r e n t  s p o n s o r s 
include Bass Pro, In-
dependence Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
The Examiner, Hy-Vee, 
GEHA, Cosent ino 's , 
Centerpoint  Medical 
Center, Stand Up! Blue 

Springs, Balanced You Studio, and Na-
ture’s Pantry Market. 

Packet pick-up and in-person registra-
tion will be the afternoon of Friday, May 
3 at Bass Pro Shops and from 7 to 7:45 
a.m. on Saturday, May 4 near the start of 
the course. There is no limit on the number 
of participants.

A parent or legal guardian must sign a 
waiver for anyone under age 18 participat-
ing in the race. T-shirts will be available 
for purchase for $4.50 each for children 
and regular adult sizes on the website 
www.independenceparktrot.com.

Saturday, May 4             Noon to 1 p.m.
National Historic Landmark Plaque Dedi-
cation - Corner of Truman and N. Main

J o i n  t h e 
celebration of 
the expansion 
of the Harry S Truman National Historic 
Landmark District with the dedication of 
a new plaque.
Tuesday, May 7              Noon to 1 p.m.
Lunch and Learn – Oral History

Truman Memorial Building
416 West Maple Ave.
Bring your lunch and listen to David 

Jackson of the Jackson County Historical 
Society as he presents information on con-
ducting oral history interviews. 

Saturday, May 11       1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Children's Walk and Draw 

National Park Service Visitor’s Center
223 North Main St.
This child-friendly program will feature 

a presentation and walk around the McCoy 
neighborhood to see historic homes featur-
ing different architectural styles, where 
children will sketch the homes.

Tuesday, May 14            Noon to 1 p.m.
Lunch and Learn – History of the Jackson 
County Courthouse 

Truman Memorial Building
416 West Maple Ave.
Bring your lunch and listen to Steve Noll 

of the Jackson County Historical Society 
as he shares information about the historic 
Jackson County Courthouse. 

Saturday, May 18                         9 a.m.
The Civil War in Bates County 

Join the Civil War Round Table of 
Western Missouri on a guided bus tour. 
Tour leaves from the Blue and Gray Book 
Shoppe, 106 E. Walnut. Cost is $30 per 
person including transportation and lunch. 
Reservations must be made by Monday, 
April 15.  For more information call Beverly 
Shaw at (816) 225-7944.

Tuesday, May 21            Noon to 1 p.m.
Lunch and Learn – The Neck

Truman Memorial Building 
416 West Maple Ave.
Bring your lunch and listen to Alversia 

Pettigrew speak about growing up in The 
Neck.

Thursday, May 23           6 to 8:30 p.m.
Old Home Trade Show

Truman Memorial Building
416 West Maple Ave.
Do you own an old home or are you 

thinking of buying an old home? Come 
see various companies that offer products 
and services that can help historic building 
owners retain the historic feeling of their 
structure but keep it functional in the 21st 
century. 

Tuesday, May 28            Noon to 1 p.m.
Lunch and Learn – Glendale Farm

Truman Memorial Building
416 West Maple Ave.
Bring your lunch and listen to Ann Taylor 

speak about her work on the housekeeping/
kitchen staff at Glendale Farm. 

This year’s theme is “See! Save! Cel-
ebrate!” For more information on any of these 
events, or additional events during May at the 
Harry S. Truman Library and Museum, 500 
West U.S. Highway 24, visit www.indepen-
dencemo.org/ComDev/HistoricPreservation.
aspx or contact the Historic Preservation 
Division at hcarpini@indepmo.org or phone 
(816) 325-7419.
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Kids can pack a prairie schooner 

at the National Frontier Trails 

Museum.

Kick Start Your Spring With These Events During May
When the grass turned green and icy 

winter temperatures became a distant 
memory, westward travelers knew it was 
time to round up their mules or oxen, 
purchase food and supplies and pack for 
the long, difficult journey west. Almost 
400,000 people followed their dreams 
along the Santa Fe, California and Oregon 
trails. These trails all used Independence 
as a principal “jumping-off” point.  

Have you ever 
mulled over all the 
details and prepa-
rations that your 
family would have 
to complete before 
leaving civilization 
to head into the un-
tamed frontier? 

Every Thursday 
in May at 2 p.m., 
the National Fron-
tier Trails Museum, 
318 W. Pacific, of-
fers “Getting Ready,” 
a 30-minute guided 
tour of gallery ex-
hibits. The walk is 
included with regular 
museum admission, 
which is $6 for adults, 
$5 for seniors 62 and 
over, $3 for ages 6-17.

Should you wish to 
really get the feel of 
a trails experience, sign 
up your children for the 
museum’s “Wagons Ho!” 
event, set for Saturday, May 4.  During 
this program for elementary-age students, 
kids will see the film “West,” tour museum 
exhibits, pack a prairie schooner, hop on 
a covered wagon for a ride and enjoy a 
craft activity related to trails history.  The 
event begins at 10 a.m. and costs $7.50 
for students 6-17 or $10 for adults, with 
advance reservations (required) to (816) 
325-7575. 

Hollywood movies show many west-
ward travelers riding on horseback or in 
covered wagons, but the reality is that 
most people walked the trails. Share a 
taste of what they endured in a “Trails 
From The Square” guided walk slated for 
1 p.m. the same day.  

During this 50-minute walking tour, 
staff of the National Frontier Trails Mu-
seum will discuss early Independence and 
the important role it played in the opening 
of the American West. Those taking the 
tour should meet at the Andrew Jackson 
Statue on the west side of the historic Jack-
son County Courthouse on The Square, 
(Lexington and Liberty). There is a $5 

per person charge and 
advance reservations 
are required to (816) 
325-7575. 

If you’d rather take 
a covered wagon ride 
at night, opt for the 
“Evening  Swales 
Walk and Wagon 
Ride,” scheduled for 
Thursday, May 30. 
During this 60-min-
ute activity, you’ll 
take a wagon ride, 
e x p l o r e  1 8 3 0 s 
swales (ruts made 
by wheels of cov-
ered wagons and 
animals) and in-
vestigate the Santa 
Fe Gallery at the 
Trails Museum. 
Meet at the Trails 
Museum at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are 

$15 for adults, $12 
for children 6-17.  
Reservations to 

(816) 325-7575 are also required for this 
activity and there is a limit of 15 persons. 

President Harry Truman loved history, 
including the trails lore that became such a 
major part of Independence.  The tourism 
attractions of Independence will honor his 
birthday on Saturday, May 4, with “Buck 
Day.” The following sites will offer $1 
admission all day: 

The Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 
W. Pacific, Vaile Mansion, 1500 N. 
Liberty, 1859 Jail and Marshal’s Home, 
217 N. Main, Harry S. Truman Library 
and Museum, 500 West U.S. Hwy. 24,  
Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 E. Winner 
Road, National Frontier Trails Museum, 
318 W. Pacific, Harry S. Truman Home 
National Historic Site, 219 N. Delaware 

(buy tickets at Truman Visitor Center, 223 
N. Main)  and Leila's Hair Museum, 1333 
S. Noland. As always, the Community 
of Christ Temple and Mormon Visitors 
Center will offer free tours.   

To make it easy to get between attrac-
tions, you can hop on the Truman Trolley 
for only $1. The trolley begins at The 
Square and circles past all listed attrac-
tions offering buck admission, except the 
Puppetry Arts Institute and Hair Museum. 

With a nod to Truman’s love of and use 
of trains, the Chicago & Alton 1879 Depot 
at 318 W. Pacific will celebrate National 
Train Day on Saturday, May 11. Take a 
guided tour, see model trains and enjoy 
free cake and punch. Admission is free, 
but donations are always accepted. 

On Wednesday, May 8, President Tru-
man’s birth date, the Harry S. Truman 
Library & Museum, 500 West U.S. Hwy. 
24 will host a wreath ceremony at the 
Truman graves in the courtyard at 9 a.m., 
offer free birthday cake beginning at 1:30 
p.m. and a chance to visit with a Truman 
re-enactor from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.trumanlibrary.org.

For complete details about tourism 
attractions and events, go to www.visitin-
dependence.com or call Tourism at (816) 
325-7111.

President Truman’s May 8 Birthday 
is Celebrated With May Events.

Can’t Wait for CityScene?
CityScene is available on the City’s 

website on the first day of each month.
Go to www.independencemo.org and 

click on “Newsroom.” You will find 
both current and past issues.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762. City of 

Independence
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City Drop-Off
Depot

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Second Saturday Of Each Month

March through November!
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

WHEN USED

AS DIRECTED,

CIGARETTES KILL.

READY TO QUIT?

CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly

Free disaster preparedness class  
will be held from 1:30 - 4 p.m. on the 
fourth Saturday monthly at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.

• Apr. 27 - “All Hazards Awareness”
• May 25 -  No class scheduled.
• June 22 - “Do You Really Have to 
Evacuate?”

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 816-325-7167 to register.

You have control - Not the disaster.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
www.independencemo.org/citycouncil
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170


