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Informing Citizens

When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.
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Interactive map now available on the City’s website at www.independencemo.org.

Interactive Map Shows Sewer Upgrade Projects
To comply with Federal clean water 

laws, a major improvement program 
to the City’s sanitary sewer system is 
underway in western Independence. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
is requiring specific improvements to 
comply with stricter laws. 

Upgrades will include equipment 
replacement and additional capacity 
at the sewer treatment plant, as well 
as new pipes in the sewer pipeline 
system. When completed, residents 
will benefit from a better sewer system, 
and the environment will be protected 
from possible sewer overflows.Con-
struction of the improvements through 
neighborhoods will take place during 
the next two to three years.

To better manage the entire scope 
of work, the improvements were di-
vided into 10 projects, with four phases 
to each. (Design, Acquisition, Bidding 
and Construction)  All 10 projects of 
sewer piping improvements must be 

completed by 2015.  
To keep residents informed of the 

progress of these projects, an interac-
tive map has been added to the City’s 
website, www.independencemo.org.

The map is both user-friendly and 
informational.  Residents can access 
it either from their home computer or 
on the go with a mobile download. The 
City map shows the various locations 
of the acquisition-approved projects. 

A left-click on the shaded area will 
provide a brief description of the project 
location, and estimated time for begin-
ning and ending the project.

At the bottom of this window there 
is an icon and link titled “Project Status 
Updates.”  Clicking on this link will take 
the viewer to the projects’ webpage 
for up-to-date information about the 
projects and potential traffic impacts.

Property location information is 
taken direct from Jackson County’s 
website. Once familiar with the navi-

gation, residents can search for their 
own property, view an aerial color 
photo, see which roads will be closed 
in their area and find alternate routes.  

The construction inspector as-
signed to each project will be available 
to answer questions from residents. 
Because sewer construction involves 
digging trenches, it sometimes in-
volves removing rock with heavy 
equipment so new pipes and man-
holes can be installed. 

Although construction brings noise, 
rock, dust, mud and traffic impacts, 
the City will attempt to keep these to 
a minimum. Repairs to streets, fences 
and yards are typically completed at 
one time, near the end of the construc-
tion contract. 

For more information about the 
sewer improvements projects and the 
interactive map, contact Public Works 
at (816) 325-7600.

The  Independence 
Health Department (IHD) 
is hosting the Regional 
Public Health Exercise 
on Thursday, April 11 and is seeking 
volunteers for a public health emergency 
training event.

Volunteers are needed from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. to act as recipients of mock medica-
tions. The first 100 volunteers will receive 
a gift card to a local restaurant, along with 
a free public health supply kit.

The exercise will be held at Fire Sta-
tion #7 at 2206 Hub Drive (just south of 
Adventure Oasis). IHD will be evaluating 
several functions of the emergency plan, 
including notification, alert and supply 
requests and transport; culminating with 
the delivery and dispensing of supplies.

For more information please contact 
the Independence Health Department at 
(816) 325-7185 or visit it online at www. 
independencemo.org/Health. 

Volunteers Needed!



Historic Sites Open April 1 for 2013 Season

Survey to Document Historic Resources
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Jim Beckner as 
William Becknell

The Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 
W. Pacific, marks the beginning of the 
tourism season for historic sites with a 
month-long “Hats Off to the New Season” 
exhibit. The exhibit runs from April 
1-30 and is included with 
paid admission. The 1859 
Jail and Marshal’s Home 
Museum, 217 N. Main; the 
Chicago & Alton Depot, 318 
W. Pacific; and the Vaile Man-
sion, 1500 N. Liberty, join the 
Bingham as they open their 
doors for tours on April 1. 

These and other historic sites in 
the city are always in need of more 
volunteers.  To learn about tourism 
volunteer opportunities, contact 
Frank Buhro at (816) 325-7112.

Have you ever visited the Puppetry Arts 
Institute in Englewood? Stop in at 11025 
E. Winner Road before July 31 to see a 
display about Pinocchio, the most famous 
puppet in history. Best known from the 
Disney animated movie of the same name, 
the wooden puppet who turned into a real 
boy is the hero of the 1883 children's novel 
“The Adventures of Pinocchio,” created 

by Italian writer Carlo Collodi.  
The exhibit, “Pinocchio Time!” is an 

assortment of hand puppets, marionettes, 
artwork, figurines, posters, toys, collect-

ibles and memorabilia by artists from 
around the world and is included in 
regular museum admission. Vote 
for your favorite Pinocchio puppet 
or take the opportunity to create 
your own Pinocchio hand puppet 
(additional fee) during your visit. 
On Saturday, April 6, you can see 

the “Queen of Hearts,” 
by Pam Cocoran Pup-
pets, at 11 a.m. or 2 
p.m. Tickets are $5 per 
person and include all 
museum exhibits. Call 
(816) 833-9777 for res-
ervations. 

If your children are eager for more live 
theater, reserve your tickets for the popular 
family-friendly Broadway musical, “Once 
Upon a Mattress” at the Sermon Center, 
201 N. Dodgion. The show, which tells the 
story of the Princess and the Pea through 
song and dance, runs Thursday through 
Sunday, April 4-7 and again Friday 

through Sunday, April 12-14. Call (816) 
325-7367 or go to www.citytheatreofinde-
pendence.org for more information. 

The Friends of the National Frontier 
Trails Museum, 318 W. Pacific, are bring-
ing back their wildly successful “Night at 
the Museum” event on Saturday, April 27.  
Planners promise new “spirits” of famous, 
infamous and not so 
famous personalities 
from the past will greet 
and interact with visi-
tors. The event begins 
at 6:30 p.m. and runs 
until 9 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 for adults, $5 
for those ages 17 and 
under and include an 
appetizer buffet. Res-
ervations are required; 
call (816) 325-7575. 

Youth wrestling fans should circle 
Thursday, April 11 through Sunday April 
14 for the ninth-annual Brute Nation-
als. This event attracts some of the best 
amateur wrestlers in the country, from first 
grade through high school, to compete at 
the Independence Events Center, 19100 
E. Valley View Drive. Although tickets 
are required to watch matches, there are a 
number of free activities offered, includ-
ing clinics, fan festivals and educational 
seminars. For details, go to www.indepen-
denceventscenter.com.  

Shopper alert! The shops and restau-
rants on the historic Independence Square 
are hosting a “Girls Day Out” event 
on Saturday, April 20. Details at www.
theindependencesquare.com. Ready for 
more? On Friday and Saturday, April 26 
and 27, the “Spring into Hope” shopping 
extravaganza returns to the Independence 
Events Center. Sample food and drinks, 
watch fashion shows, enter raffles, and 
connect with the best boutiques and ven-
dors of the Kansas City area. This exclu-
sive event benefits the Marian Hope Cen-
ter for children’s therapy, which is selling 
tickets for $25. Call (816) 695-1255.

And don’t forget the Mavericks, chosen 
as CHL Hockey Franchise of the Year. 
Go to www.MissouriMavericks.com for 
playoff updates and game announcements. 

For a complete list of tourism attrac-
tions and events, please go to www.
visitindependence.com.

This spring, the Historic Preservation 
Division and the Heritage Commission 
will begin working to survey and record 
historic resources along the North Liberty 
and North Main Street corridors (see map).

This area of Independence began to 
develop as a residential neighborhood in 
the 1870s and continued to 
grow into the early twen-
tieth century. The survey 
will include historic and 
archival research about the 
area, as well as walking the 
neighborhood to document 
the historic properties. 

Documentation involves 
taking photographs of the 
buildings and recording 
information on their archi-
tectural style, condition, 
and any alterations. Additional research 
will be done on each individual property 
to gather as much history of the buildings 
as possible.

Once the survey is complete, the City 
will have a planning tool to guide historic 
preservation activities and development 

plans. The information will also be used to 
make recommendations about individual 
buildings or larger areas eligible for lo-
cal historic designation or listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. The 
information will be presented to the public 
and a copy also donated to the Jackson 

County Historical Society.
The research and survey 

work will likely begin at 
the end of March. The City 
will hold a kick-off meeting 
to inform residents about 
the project and gather any 
information people are 
willing to share. Volunteers 
to help with research or to 
record buildings are wel-
come, as are historic pho-
tographs and documents. 

Information and dates will be posted in 
The Examiner, on the City’s website, and 
on the Historic Preservation Division’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages. You may also 
contact Heather Carpini, Historic Pres-
ervation Manager, at (816) 325-7419 or 
hcarpini@indepmo.org for more details.
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection April 6

Pancake breakfast at 8 a.m. followed by 
workshop speakers & resources for 
parents and caregivers of children ages 
infant to 18. 
 

$5 per adult 
8 a.m. to Noon 

Saturday, April 6 
Pioneer Ridge Middle School 

1656 S. Speck Rd. 
Independence, MO 64057 

 

Free child care provided  
(6 weeks to 12 years old) 

 
 

Presented by Coalition For Child Safety &  
Its Partners.   

Contact CAPA at 816-252-8388 ext. 0 or 
www.childabuseprevention.org to register. 

Parents University 2013 

It’s
 Pothole
   Season!The annual Household Hazardous 

Waste (HHW) collection will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 6. 

Bring products to the large parking 
lot bordered by Osage, Liberty, Walnut, 
and Kansas, one block south of the In-
dependence Square. Enter from 
Osage Street. This collection 
is free to residents. Proof of 
residency will be required, 
such as a driver’s license 
or City utility bill. 

Products accepted in-
clude: batteries, paint 
and paint products (aero-
sol cans, varnish, stripper, 
thinner, turpentine, etc.); 
fluorescent light bulbs; 
garden and yard products 
(herbicides, pesticides, sprays, 
rat poison, and weed killers); all au-
tomotive fluids (antifreeze, used motor 
oil, brake fluid, transmission fluid, and 
gasoline); kerosene; household cleaners 
(lye, drain, toilet and tub, oven, etc.); 
mercury thermometers; unused and/or 
outdated medicines, etc.  Containers will 
not be returned. 

The following will NOT be accepted: 
electronics, appliances, trash, yard waste, 

The Public Works Department is 
sponsoring the fifth-annual Electronics 
Recycling Event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, April 20, the weekend of Earth 
Day. In the first four years of the collec-
tion, more than 126 tons 
of electronics have been 
turned in for recycling.

Residents may bring 
computer monitors, small 
appliances including mi-
crowave ovens and vacu-
ums, stereos, scanners, 
cell phones, pagers, etc. 
to the large parking lot on the southwest 
corner of Kansas and Liberty. This event 
is open to the public and no proof of 
residency is required.

Disposing of outdated computers, 
televisions and other electronics requires 
special attention due to hazardous com-
ponents, and the City is partnering with 

Annual Electronics Recycling Event April 20

medical waste, tires, asbestos, radioactive 
waste, pressurized gas cylinders or com-
mercial waste.

Bring in original containers, if pos-
sible, with container lids on tight. Keep 
chemicals away from children and pets 

while transporting – use the trunk 
of the car, rear of the vehicle 

or truck bed. Volunteers 
will be on hand to unload 
your vehicle.

The Police Depart-
ment will collect and dis-
pose of old or unwanted 
ammunition, explosives, 

firearms, fireworks, etc.  
Contact the Police Depart-

ment at (816) 325-7997 if 
you have questions about this 

type of disposal.
Hazardous materials may also be 

taken to the Kansas City, Missouri facility 
at 4707 Deramus for free disposal. Call 
(816) 513-8401 for details.

For more information about the City’s 
Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Program or the upcoming mobile collec-
tion, please call Water Pollution Control 
at (816) 325-7711 or visit the website at 
www.independencemo.org/wpc.

Midwest Recycling Center (MRC), based 
in St. Louis, Mo.  

MRC has worked with state and fed-
eral agencies on recycling and cleanup 
following natural disasters. This partner-

ship allows acceptance of 
a wider variety of items at 
a lower cost than before.  
Fees are as follows:

•  $5  –  Compute r        
monitors 

•   $35 – Console TVs 
•   $20 – CRT TVs
•   Free – All other elec-

tronics will be accepted free of charge, 
including flat-screen TVs.

No large appliances, lawn equipment, 
car batteries, or non-rechargeable batter-
ies will be accepted.

For more information, contact the Pub-
lic Works Department at (816) 325-7600.

Winter weather, rain and construc-
tion can all contribute toward a bumpy 
ride on City streets.  You can help street 
maintenance crews by reporting potholes 
or locations needing attention. 

As soon as you notice a pothole, help 
prevent vehicle damage by calling the 
Public Works Street Maintenance 24-Hour 
Pothole Hot Line at (816) 325-7624.  

Be specific on the location of the pot-
hole and include the cross street. Always 
be sure to leave your name and telephone 
number, in case City staff needs to contact 
you for more information.

Not all streets 
within the City are 
maintained by the 
Public Works De-
partment. State and 
Federal highways 

are maintained by the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation (MoDOT). These 
include M-291, U.S. Hwy. 40, U.S. Hwy. 
24 (Winner Rd.), Interstate 70, Truman 
Road (M-12) and 23rd Street (M-78).  

Potholes and maintenance problems on 
those roads should be reported by calling 
1-888-ASK MODOT (1-888-275-6636) 
or visiting www.modot.org/asp/repair.htm. 
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City Drop-Off
Depot

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Second Saturday Of Each Month

March through November!
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly
Free disaster preparedness class  

will be held from 1:30 - 4 p.m. on the 
fourth Saturday monthly at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.

• Mar. 23 - “You CAN Keep Your 
Pets With You”
• Apr. 27 - “All Hazards Awareness”

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 816-325-7167 to register.

You have control - Not the disaster.

DID YOU KNOW...

Secondhand smoke
contains about 70

cancer-causing
chemicals.

When you smoke, they smoke.
Secondhand smoke kills.

Ready to Quit?
Call us at 816-325-7185


