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When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look 
like this conception 
at right, provided by 
wbi Architects.
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President Truman and Thomas Hart 
Benton worked together to plan the 
mural at the Truman Library.

Head Inside for Major March Tourism Events
In the 1950s and 1960s, two 

of the most famous residents of 
western Missouri were the artist 
Thomas Hart Benton and the for-
mer President Harry S. Truman. 
They followed separate careers, 
but their paths crossed when they 
collaborated on Benton’s mural 
“Independence and the Opening of 
the West” which dramatically wel-
comes visitors into the museum. 

The Harry S. Truman Library and 
Museum, 500 West U.S. Hwy. 24, 
is mounting a special long-running 
exhibit, “Benton and Truman: Leg-
ends of the Missouri Border.”  The 
display opens Friday, March 8 and 
runs through Monday, October 14.

The project brought the two 
men together as they discovered 
common interests and enjoyed 
each other’s company. Fueled by 
an occasional bourbon and branch 
water, their conversations ranged 
from history and politics to art and 
literature, mixed liberally with a 
great many tall tales.

The exhibit features a number of 
Benton’s paintings and drawings, 
as well as memorabilia associated 
with President Truman’s interest 
in the history of the trails and the 
American West. Also included are 
examples of correspondence be-
tween the two men, as well as their 
private notes conveying their impres-
sions of each other. The exhibit is in-
cluded with paid museum admission, 
which is $8 for adults, $7 for seniors 
and $3 for ages 6-15. Call (816) 268-
8200 or go to www.trumanlibrary.org 
for more information. 

If you were not able to tour the 
Bingham-Waggoner Estate and 
Vaile Mansion during the holidays, 
you might want to plan on being part 
of their annual spring pre-opening 
special events. On Saturdays, March 

16 and March 23, gather your daugh-
ters, sisters, mothers and girlfriends 
together for two extraordinary popular 
activities at the homes.

With a theme of “Fantasia,” the 
Bingham-Waggoner Historic Society 
invites ladies to an afternoon enjoying 
a luncheon and fashion show. A lovely 
catered lunch will be served beginning 
at noon on Saturday, March 16.  The 
menu is not yet set, but the committee 
promises the food will be great! 

The fashion show will feature lo-
cal models strolling all three levels 
of the estate, wearing the very latest 

in spring and summer fashions by 
Chico’s. Tickets cost $25 and tra-
ditionally sell quickly, so call (816) 
461-3491 or go to www.bwestate.
org for reservations today. 

From 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 23, the Vaile Mansion wel-
comes guests to a “First Ladies” tea 
party and informal fashion display.  
Although dressing in costume or 
wearing hats is not required, many 
ladies choose to dress up in their 
best and dust off vintage hats or  
clothing to wear. 

Live harp music provides an el-
egant atmosphere and volunteers 
of the Vaile Victorian Society whip 
up delicious finger food, appetizers 
and desserts, all beautifully pre-
sented on silver and crystal serving 
pieces. Because the tea party often 
sells out, you should also purchase 
tickets, which cost $30, as early as 
possible. Call (816) 305-3712 or go 
to www.vailemansion.org. 

The National Frontier Trails 
Museum is also planning two 
family-friendly activities for Satur-
day, March 23.  During a two-hour 
“Investigating the Past” program, 
guests will investigate the overland 
trails through an in-depth gallery 
tour, viewing the film “West” and 

examining primary sources from the 
museum collections. The program 
begins at 10 a.m. and costs $10.  

At 1 p.m., a 50-minute “Trails From 
The Square” walking tour explores 
early Independence and the impor-
tant role it played in the opening of 
the American West. The cost is $5 
per person and reservations are re-
quired. Call (816) 325-7575 for more 
information and to make reservations 
for either event. 

For a complete list of March events 
call (800) 748-7323 or go to www.
visitindependence.com. 



City Codes Designed to Protect Your Pets

Permits Review for 2012 Shows Improvement In Independence
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Each January the Community Develop-
ment Department conducts a review of 
permits issued in the prior calendar year.  
Permits reviewed are for new construc-
tion, major renovation or remodel and 
additions and do not include minor repairs 
or regular maintenance of properties.

The Community Development Depart-
ment continued to see steady new invest-
ment and reinvestment in the community 
during 2012.  

New retail and restaurant permits in-
creased in 2012 compared to 2010 and 

2011. Examples include the completely 
renovated Target Superstore on 39th 
Street, the new CVS Pharmacy on U.S. 
Hwy. 24, the new Dollar General stores 
on U.S. Hwy. 24 and on 23rd Street, and 
the new Quik Trip convenience stores on 
U.S. Hwy. 40 and on Noland Road.

Commercial permits, which include 
new construction of buildings, tenant fin-
ish of existing shell buildings and renova-
tion or addition to existing structures, were 
down slightly compared to 2010 and 2011. 

New single-family residential construc-

tion permits have steadily increased since 
2010 and are up approximately 25% over 
2011.  Renovations, repairs and additions 
to existing homes remain strong.

The real estate market continues to 
be unpredictable for new development. 
However, the increase in new retail and 
restaurant construction permits and new 
single-family homes construction indicate 
a positive sign for future development in 
Independence.

For more information, contact Tom 
Scannell at (816) 325-7830.

Spring will soon be in the air, and many of us will be 
itching to get outdoors and spend time walking with 
our best friend — our dog.  Daily walks with your 
dog are a chance to socialize, bond, exercise and 
train your dog; however, before heading out, you 
should be aware of local laws.  

The City of Independence requires that all 
dogs — regardless of size — be restrained 
when outdoors.  By City Code, a dog is under 
restraint if it is in a fully-enclosed yard from 
which it cannot escape, on a leash of sufficient 
strength to confine the dog to the premises 
of the owner, or is fastened to a leash that is 
less than eight feet long and held by a person 
capable of controlling the dog.  

Although “invisible” fencing has become pop-
ular in recent years, it does not meet this require-
ment. If your dog is outside, it must be restrained.

These laws are designed to protect citizens and their 
dogs from harm.  Dogs are naturally curious and even the 
most highly-trained canines are subject to “selective hearing” 
when a strong prey drive kicks in.  A loose dog may encounter 
a vicious dog on a leash, a dangerous wild animal or a car 
unable to stop in time.  

Unrestrained dogs may also strain relationships with 
neighbors by digging in yards, destroying decorations, leav-
ing “presents,” or antagonizing the neighbors’ pets.  Finally, 
unrestrained dogs may hurt your pocketbook. Owners of 
animals deemed a public nuisance may be subject to a fine of 

up to $500 for the first offense.
For owners who still feel the need to allow their 
pet to run free, the City provides public spaces for 

responsible citizens to bring their dog without fear 
of violating the law — off-leash zones in parks.  

The Independence Leash Free Zones are 
fenced, public areas where vaccinated dogs 
can legally run off-leash and play with other 
dogs under the supervision of their owners.  

Daily walks with your dog are a wonderful 
way to stay in shape and enjoy the changing 
seasons. By obeying the leash laws of the City, 
you and your dog can safely take advantage of 
this cheap and easy form of exercise. 

For more information on locations and rules 
regarding use of the leash-free zones in Indepen-

dence parks, please visit www.independencemo.
org/ParksandRec. To report a dog loose in your 

neighborhood, call Animal Services at (816) 325-7205.

Let Your Dog Run!
Santa Fe Park Off-Leash Zone

2900 S. Santa Fe Rd.

Fairmount Park Off-Leash Zone
300 N. Home Ave.
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Gardening Classes Start in February

Weather Spotter Training March 18

Can’t Wait for CityScene?
CityScene is available on the City’s 

website on the first day of each month.
Go to www.independencemo.org and 

click on “Newsroom.” You will find 
both current and past issues.

Save The Date!
Household Hazardous Waste

Disposal Event
Saturday, April 6

 
The City of Independence will hold 

the 16th annual Household Hazardous 
Waste event from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 6, 2013.

For more information please call 
Water Pollution Control at (816) 325-
7711 or call the Kansas City House-
hold Hazardous Waste Facility at (816) 
513-8401.

 The Independence Emergency Pre-
paredness Division is hosting National 
Weather Service Weather Spotter Training 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 18 at Blue 
Springs High School, 2000 Ashton Drive, 
Blue Springs, MO.  

This free training is encouraged for all 
first responders, emergency management 
personnel, and volunteer organization 
members as well as the general public. 

 Learning to recognize weather patterns 
and trends indicating potentially deadly 
impacts for our community is critical, 
especially for those whose primary jobs 
keep them outdoors.  

Andy Bailey, Chief Meteorologist of 
Kansas City-Pleasant Hill NWS office 
and a veteran of countless severe weather 
systems throughout our area, will be the 

speaker at this event.  He is an expert on 
Midwestern weather patterns and brings 
a sense of humor and the ability to trans-
late weather techno-speak into everyday 
language.   

Local volunteer groups will have 
booths available with information pertain-
ing to individual and family preparedness, 
the weather and its impact on this area and 
other emergency preparedness topics.  

The training is offered in conjunction 
with the National Weather Service, Jack-
son County Emergency Preparedness Of-
fice and the Central Jackson County Fire 
Protection District.

For more information, contact Emer-
gency Preparedness Manager Frank Coots 
at (816) 325-7167. Register online at:

www.IndependenceParkTrot.com

Do you enjoy working in a garden? 
Growing your own vegetables offers an 
opportunity to have fresh produce right 
outside your door. The Independence 
Health Department and the Kansas City 
Community Garden are again partnering 
to offer classes in basic vegetable garden-
ing on Wednesdays: February 20, March 
6 and 27 and April 10. 

Joanie Shover, Independence Com-
munity Garden Coordinator and Health 
Educator, said the Community Garden 
staff are expert gardeners and have been 
instrumental in the development of the 
community gardens in Independence. 

“We are working hard every summer 
to bring gardening to more and more 
residents,” Shover said. “A lot of people 
are rediscovering their appreciation for 
working with the soil and coaxing plants 
and seeds into food.”

In addition to the gardening classes, 
the Kansas City Community Garden will 
again work with the Health Department to 
distribute seeds and plants. Distribution 
will begin in the middle of March for 
spring plants and seeds. Membership is 
required to participate in this part of the 
program. Membership is $2 for those who 
qualify for low or no income. Member-
ship for all others is $10.

Order forms and distribution, Shover 
explained, will be available beginning 
in February. Watch for articles in The 
Examiner and on the Health Department 

website at www.independencemo.org/
Health/Gardens.aspx.

Since 2005 the number of gardens 
open to community neighborhoods has 
increased to eight locations serving ap-
proximately 200 families. Almost 130 
raised beds have been built and filled with 
fresh produce. 

Shover said plans are underway to open 
a new garden in western Independence 
and to add several school gardens. Garden 
beds are also available for a minimal rental 
fee at the Community Services League 
facility at Noland Road and White Oak. 

“A berry garden will be developed at 
Habitat for Humanity,” Shover said. “The 
berry patch will be open to the public so 
that anyone can pick berries and take them 
home.”  Shover said more information on 
the berry patch will be available later this 
year as the program develops. 

If you are looking for the opportunity 
to garden but have no space, there are 
several locations in Independence which 
rent raised beds for a minimum fee. Water 
and tools are available on site. 

In addition to the garden site at the 
Community Services League, the Pleasant 
Garden, 525 S. Pleasant, and Neighbor-
hood 9 Garden of Dreams, 914 Grand, 
also host garden spots. 

For more information on gardening 
opportunities or to sign up for classes 
or plants, call the Independence Health 
Department at (816) 325-7185. 

Free Tax Preparation 
Assistance Available 

For Seniors 60+ 
Trained AARP volunteers will assist 
individuals aged 60+ with an income 
of less than $50,000. Call The Palmer 
Center, 218A N. Pleasant, at 325-6200 
to schedule an appointment. Appoint-
ments will be set for a date between 
February 5 and April 11.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City Drop-Off
Depot

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Second Saturday Of Each Month

March through November!
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly
Free disaster preparedness class  

will be held from 1:30 - 4 p.m. on the 
fourth Saturday monthly at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.

• Feb. 23 - “Smoke or Fire?”
• Mar. 23 - “You CAN Keep Your            
Pets With You”

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 816-325-7167 to register.

You have control - Not the disaster.

‘Til
secondhand 
smoke do us

 part.
Secondhand smoke kills 

50,000 people every year.

When you smoke, they smoke. 
Secondhand smoke kills.

Ready to quit? Call us at
816-325-7185


