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Informing Citizens

Be Careful What 
You Flush!

www.independencemo.org
City of Independence, MO

CityScene
              IPD Encourages Crime Prevention 

The Independence Police Depart-
ment is committed to making citizens 
as safe as possible. While it may not 
be possible to stop all criminal be-
havior, following a few safety tips can 
lessen the ability or limit opportunities 
for thieves to succeed.
CAR LARCENY

Unoccupied vehicles are a quick 
and easy target for criminals, often re-
sulting in large losses 
for owners. To lower 
your risk, follow these 
suggestions:

Remove Valuables 
– Do not leave un-
opened gifts, shop-
ping bags or other 
items of value in plain 
sight. Remove the 
temptation.

Lock Your Vehicle 
– This is the simplest 
way to prevent theft.

Close Doors and 
Windows – An open 
door or window allows a thief a quick 
and quiet way to steal your property.

Location – Park in well-lighted, well-
traveled areas to deter criminals.

Personal Electronics – Laptops, 
iPods, iPads, cell phones and GPS 
systems are valuable and desirable. 
Do not leave these in your vehicles.

Bags and Luggage – Criminals do 
not know what is inside closed bags. 
A zippered bag containing worthless 
items may result in a broken window 
courtesy of a curious thief. Keep these 
out of sight.
HOME SAFETY

More bold than thieves breaking 
into cars, burglars are often looking 
for the same high-dollar items.

Solicitors – Feeding on the spirit of 
the holidays, scammers often present 
themselves as being part of a charity. 

Do not let strangers into your house. 
Do not give anyone your personal 
information.

Trash Disposal – When discarding 
boxes, whether from holiday gifts or 
a specially-purchased item, do not 
leave the box sitting at the curb ad-
vertising to criminals what new items 
you might have. High-dollar items 
should have their boxes flattened or 

cut up for recycling. 
Keep Lights On, In-

doors and Out – Well-lit 
houses are a deterrent 
for criminal activity. 
Use timers on indoor 
lights when away and 
consider  sensors to 
automatically turn on 
exterior lights at night.

In addition to keep-
ing yourself safe, it 
is also important to 
help others avoid be-
coming the victim of a 
crime. Some things to 

watch for:
Car Prowlers – Individuals who aim-

lessly walk through parking lots to look 
inside parked cars.

Solicitors – Individuals who go door 
to door without company identification, 
and without a city-issued permit.

Home Prowlers – Individuals or 
groups walking through backyards, 
looking in windows or trying door 
knobs.

Alarms – If you hear an alarm in 
your neighborhood, do not assume it 
was set off by accident. Call the police, 
monitor your neighborhood for suspi-
cious activity and report anything out 
of the ordinary.

For more information about how to 
prevent crime and keep your family 
safe, contact Officer John Syme at 
(816) 325-7643 or Officer Billy Pope 
at (816) 325-7645.

Wipes aren’t just for babies anymore. 
A wet wipe makes it easier to clean areas 
needing a little extra help.  

Because disposable wipes do not disin-
tegrate like normal toilet paper, flushing 
them can lead to clogged pipes and poten-
tial sewer backups in your home. 

WPC recommends disposing of any-
thing that’s not toilet paper in the trash. 
Products labeled “biodegradable” may 
break down eventually, but they can still 
clog sewer lines.  

Products marketed as “flushable” may 
pass through your household plumbing, 
but could contribute to clogging if a tree 
root or other obstruction is present.  These 
items can also cause trouble in the city 
sewer mains.

Products that can cause a backup in 
your home plumbing include disposable 
wipes, feminine hygiene products, diapers 
and disposable toilet cleaner heads. 

Cleaning a sewer backup can be messy 
and expensive. So the next time you use a 
disposable wipe or other bathroom prod-
uct, think before you flush.  It could save 
a lot of time and money in the long run. 

For further information, contact Water 
Pollution Control at (816) 325-7711.

The annual Tourism Volunteer Ban-
quet was held November 8 at the Hilton 
Garden Inn with nearly 200 volunteers 
in attendance.  A check in the amount of 
$292,005 was presented to Mayor Pro 
Tem Jim Schultz, representing the value of 
the time donated by the volunteers during 
the past year.  

Nearly 200 volunteers attended and 
were recognized for their years of service, 
ranging from one to 29 years.  The City 
greatly appreciates the time and service 
these volunteers dedicate to the City and 
the visitors to Independence each year. 

Annual Banquet 
Honors Volunteers



Independence 5K 
Park Trot Signups 
Start January 1

Inde*Bus Update
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Dr. Martin Luther King Day Celebration
The City of Independence will 

celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, January 21, 2013 at 
the Truman Memorial Build-
ing, 416 E. Maple, Indepen-
dence, MO.  

The theme of the 2013 event 
is “The Struggle Continues.” 
The program will be “Dr. King 
Speaks through Our Young Peo-
ple.” The Chris Kelly Praise 
Dancers will perform. Everyone is invited 
to join the celebration.

This will be the 26th annual event, 
sponsored by the City of Independence, 
The Community of Concerned Citi-
zens, the Local Investment Commission 
(LINC), the Human Relations Com-
mission, Ministerial Alliance and The 
Examiner. 

In conjunction with the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day celebration, the 
John Olivarez Scholarship essay contest 
is open to any high school senior residing 
in the City of Independence and planning 
to attend a four-year accredited college, a 

community college or a vocational 
school.

To apply for this scholarship 
opportunity, seniors should write 
an essay up to 500 words on the 

featured topic: “The Struggle 
Continues.” Essays must be 
typed and submitted by Friday, 
January 4, 2013 to:  Indepen-
dence Human Relations Com-

mission, c/o Debra Craig, 111 E. 
Maple, Independence, MO  64050.  

The winning essay writer receives a $500 
scholarship award and will be honored at 
the celebration on January 21, 2013.

Funding for the essay contest is made 
available by the John Olivarez Scholar-
ship Fund through the Truman Heartland 
Community Foundation.  To donate to 
the Fund, call (816) 836-8189 or send 
donations directly c/o the Truman Heart-
land Community Foundation, 4200 Little 
Blue Parkway, # 340, Independence, MO 
64057.

Details of the essay contest can be 
found on the City of Independence website 
at www.independencemo.org.

It’s never too early to start thinking 
spring...and the first 5K of the season!

The second annual Independence Park 
Trot 5K Run/Walk is slated for 8 a.m. 
Saturday, May 4, 2013 at Waterfall Park, 
located just south of Bass Pro Shops. 

Beginning Tuesday, January 1, 2013, 
interested residents may register online 
at www.independenceparktrot.com for 
this free event.  A parent or legal guard-
ian must sign a waiver for anyone under 
age 18 participating in the race.  Packet 
pickup will be the afternoon of Friday, 
May 3, 2013.

The Independence Health Department 
has teamed up with KC Running Com-
pany to hold the certified 5K event as part 
of the Building a Healthier Independence 
(BHI) initiative.   Sponsors include Bass 
Pro Shops, Independence Parks and 
Recreation, The Examiner and Nature’s 
Pantry Market. 

“With more than 1,000 participants 
registered last year, we were amazed at 
the turnout and success,” Health Direc-
tor Larry Jones said.  “Our goal is to get 
Independence residents moving toward a 
healthier lifestyle. This is a perfect way 
to encourage physical activity while at 
the same time sharing our city’s beauti-
ful parks.”

A $242,748 Social Innovation for Mis-
souri grant funds the BHI initiative, the 
goal of which is to encourage citizens to 
be more physically active, make healthier 
food choices and to decrease tobacco use. 
BHI covers a wide range of programs to 
broadly promote better health.

BHI Project Coordinator Christina 
Heinen said, “We heard a lot of good 
comments about the event after last 
year’s race, so we are very excited about 
this year.”

“We will combine the event with an 
outreach program to educate residents 
about healthy living choices,” she said.  
“At the race, we will be distributing infor-
mation about our program and upcoming 
events.”

For more information on the 5K, 
including sponsorship opportunities, 
contact Cynthia Epp at (816) 325-7185.

Inde*Bus, the local fixed-route transit 
system, includes seven routes operating 
throughout Independence, each with a 
different color designation. 

Buses run daily, except for holidays, 
providing approximately 15,400 rides  
each month.  Available 31-day bus passes 
provide riders the convenience of un-
limited rides during the period, as well 
as allowing transfer access to any Kan-
sas City Area Transportation Authority 
(KCATA) bus.

Since the inauguration of Inde*Bus, 
Independence residents are able to ac-
cess public transit in more places, enjoy 
more operating hours and have multiple 
options to reach key destinations. These 
destinations include Centerpoint Medical 
Center, Independence Center, Metropoli-
tan Community College-Blue River  and 
Midwest Genealogy Center as well as 
grocery stores, doctor’s offices and other 
necessary services.

The Inde*Bus system was designed 
following numerous public meetings 
with transit riders. Feedback from rid-
ers provided valuable information as to 

where the system should extend and the 
destinations residents thought were most 
important.  This feedback combined with 
guidance from the City Council produced 
the Inde*Bus system in use today.

In response to riders’ suggestions, tran-
sit stops were added along several routes 
and schedule adjustments were made for a 
better fit with the commuter routes serving 
downtown Kansas City.

Inde Access and Inde Access+ pro-
vide transit services to approximately 
900 elderly and disabled Independence 
residents who no longer drive or have 
difficulty with the fixed-route service. 
Inde Access and Access+ provide nearly 
80 hours of service each week throughout 
the entire community. 

Further information on Inde*Bus, Inde 
Access or Access+ is available by calling 
(816) 461-IBUS (4287).



“Images of Independence” Contest Winners Chosen
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Popular voting in the Independence 
Tourism/The Examiner “Images of Inde-
pendence” photo contest has ended, and 
the public has spoken. The Grand Prize 
winner is Linda Kueck of Raytown for 
her festive evening photo of the Bingham-
Waggoner Estate, colorfully decorated for 
Christmas. She is very familiar with the 
historic home, as she serves on an advisory 
board for the Bingham. She also won the 
Grand Prize in the very first “Images of 
Independence” photo contest.

Kueck has taken many pictures, both 
interior and exterior, of the historic build-
ings and tourism attractions of Indepen-
dence, which she refers to as “wonderful 
places to visit.” A loyal fan of the City, she 
said “I loved being raised in Independence 
and will always love the city.”  She also 
enjoys seeing photos she has submit-
ted used online or in tourism brochures.  
Kueck explained, “It makes me happy to 
provide something to the city that I truly 
love.” 

Grand Prize: Bingham-Waggoner Estate by Linda Kueck

Grand Prize - Youth: 
The Temple by Cody LaNier

First Place: Waterfall at Waterfall 
Park by James Dennison

Second Place: Autumn Leaves
by Wendi Weiss

James (J.D.) Dennison of Blue 
Springs was selected as First Place 
winner for his photo of the waterfall at 
Waterfall Park outside of Bass Pro Out-
door World.  He explained he had taken 
pictures of portions of the waterfall in 
the past, but driving by one day, Den-
nison asked his wife to stop the car so 
he could capture an image of the entire 
waterfall.  His father was a photographer 

and his daughter has also worked as a 
photographer, so he believes photog-
raphy runs in the family. He intends 
to enter again and also to encourage 
his children to enter the youth contest 
in the future. 

The Second Place winner was 
Wendi Weiss of Independence. She 
entered several pictures, but the one 
which caught the hearts of the judges 
and public showed the sun peeking 
through bright golden yellow leaves 
at Mound Grove cemetery. Weiss was 
pleased that one of her pictures was 
voted as a winner. 

Grand Prize winner of the “Youth 
Images of Independence” contest 
was Cody LaNier of Independence, 
a seven-year-old second grader who 
attends Indian Trails Elementary 
School.  According to his mother, 
Jennifer LaNier, he has his own cam-
era and loves taking pictures of all 
kinds. Cody was also a winner in the 
youth category of last year’s photo 
contest. He is looking forward to 
using his gift card to Strikerz, which 
his mother confides is his favorite 
place in town. 

Congratulations to all the win-
ners! For a complete list of tourism 
attractions and upcoming events go 
to www.visitindependence.com or 
call (816) 325-7111.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Chris Whiting At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly
Free disaster preparedness class  

will be held from 1:30 - 4 p.m. on the 
fourth Saturday monthly at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.

• Jan. 26  - “Preparing for the                  
Unknown”

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 325-7167 to register.
You have control - Not the disaster.


