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Informing Citizens

Severe Weather 
Safe Rooms Under
Construction

When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.
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Independence Holiday Season Sparkles
December delivers an amazing as-

sortment of Christmas gifts to Indepen-
dence. Along with long-running activi-
ties such as Santa’s Wonderland at 
Bass Pro (through December 
24) and the Christmas with the 
Trumans exhibit at the Harry 
S. Truman National Historic 
Site Visitor Center (through 
January 6), the historic 
homes provide an excellent 
way to get into the spirit of 
the season.

The 1859 Jail & Marshal’s 
Home Museum, Bingham-
Waggoner Estate and Vaile 
Mansion partner to offer a 
combo discount ticket for a low 
price of $15. Purchase the combo 
ticket at one of the three sites, or visit 
individual homes for $6 each.
Tickets for children ages 6 
through 16 are $3 per site.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Sundays. Homes are 
closed December 23-25 
and will re-open December 
26-30.  

Enjoy live entertainment and 
light refreshments in the early eve-
ning on the Twilight tours at the 
Bingham-Waggoner Estate and 
the Vaile Mansion from 4 to 7 
p.m. Sunday, December 2. 

The Chicago & Alton De-
pot is also open for tours 
the weekends of Novem-
ber 23-25, December 1-2, 
8-9 and 15-16. (Saturdays 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m.) 
No admission is charged, 
but donations are accepted. 

If you appreciate private 
homes sporting the latest in 
holiday décor, plan to spend the 
day touring four of the area’s finest 
houses on the Young Matron’s Holly 
and Mistletoe Tour, set for Thursday, 
December 6 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The 
tour ends with a stop at the “Sweet Shop” 

at Drumm Farm. For details and tickets, 
which are $12 in advance and $15 at 
the door, call 478-1481.

Discover how pioneers celebrated 
the holidays on the “Christmas in 

the West” gallery walks at the 
National Frontier Trails Muse-
um, 318 W. Pacific, at 2 p.m. 
on Thursdays, December 6, 
13, 20 and 27 (included with 
regular paid admission). 
Come join in a “Holiday 
Kick-off” celebration at the 
Museum from 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. on Saturday, December 
1 (included with paid admis-

sion). Take a covered wagon 
ride, sample refreshments, see 

festive decorations and pick up 
great deals in the gift shop. You 

can also enjoy live music, re-
freshments and shopping 

at the Museum during 
“Holiday Cheer” events, 
repeated on Saturdays, 
December 1, 8, 15 and 
22. 

Saturday, December 1 
is a big day for Christmas 

events! Begin by taking your 
crew to the Mayor’s Christmas Car-

nival at the Sermon Center (9 a.m. 
to Noon). This free family favorite 

includes face painting, carnival 
games, moonwalks, visits with 

Santa Claus, door prizes and 
giveaways. 

The Independence 
Events Center, 19100 E. 
Valley View Parkway, is 
pleased to host the return 
of “The Story: A Christmas 
Celebration” that evening 
at 7 p.m. The Story is a mu-

sical journey, from Genesis 
to Revelation. 
The concert features Mark 

Hall of Casting Crowns, Jeremy 
Camp, Natalie Grant, Matthew West, 
Nicole Nordeman, Selah, Rawsrvnt and 
renowned author and Pastor Randy 
Frazee. Ticket prices vary and are avail-

If you have been to George Owens Na-
ture Park lately, you might have noticed a 
lot of activity at the Parks entrance.  It’s 
hard to miss, as construction of the 6,000 
sq. ft. Safe Room and Nature Center is 
well underway.  

A sizeable grant from FEMA provided 
the primary source of funding for this 
project, with matching funds coming from 
a donation made by the DeWitt Family 
Trust. Park Sales Tax revenues are supple-
menting the project by providing funds 
for connecting trails and a portion of the 
landscaping materials and furnishings.

The facility will serve as a severe 
weather shelter for those in the park and 
surrounding area and, thanks to the dona-
tion from the DeWitt Trust, the building 
will also serve as a new Nature Center.  

The facility is designed to withstand 
strong tornadic winds but with its robust, 
concrete construction, getting the build-
ing to fit into the landscape of a nature 
park presented quite a challenge.  To help 
minimize its visual impact, a portion of 
the building sits well below grade and 
several mature trees surrounding the site 
were protected.  

In addition, Parks has partnered with 
Water Pollution Control to create a storm 
water educational site around the new 
building which will feature rain gardens, 
bio-swales, grass paver sidewalks and a 
storm water cistern.  

The interesting topography and native 
plantings will not only help to provide an 
attractive buffer to the building, but will 
also capture up to 95% of the storm water 
runoff associated with the structure and 
surrounding area.

The shell has also been constructed for 
a smaller facility at McCoy Park. Again, 
the primary source of funding for this 
project came from a FEMA grant, with 
matching funds coming from the Inde-

See Storm Shelters, Page 3



Winter Solstice Torch-Lit Hike

Historic Preservation - The Past is Our Future
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WPC Upgrading 
Treatment Plant

Mayor’s Christmas Concert December 2

Enjoy the beginning of winter with a walk along a beautiful torch-lit path to learn 
about the day which receives the shortest amount of daylight. Bring 
your camera and have your picture taken in an ice sleigh, watch 
artists create ice sculptures, learn how animals prepare for winter, 
view the night sky through a telescope, see a live bald eagle and 
much more.  

Participants can warm up by the roaring outdoor fire and with a 
cup of hot chocolate.  The first 150 participants will receive a free 
travel mug. Free event for all ages from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 11 at George Owens Nature Park, 1601 S. Speck Rd. 
Call 325-7115 for additional information.

Warm up your vocal chords and make 
plans to attend the 27th Annual Mayor’s 
Christmas Concert at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, 
December 2 at the Community of Christ 
Auditorium, 1001 W. Walnut.  Admission 
is free, but donations will 
be accepted to benefit 
families served by the 
Community Services 
League (CSL).

The annual concert, 
which was first presented 
in 1985, features perfor-
mances by fourth-grade 
students from the Independence and Fort 
Osage School Districts, Nativity of Mary 
School, Center Place Restoration School, 
and Messiah Lutheran School. Catherine 
Lynch, with the Independence School 
District, is the musical coordinator.  The 
fourth-grade choirs will be directed by 

Mary Jo Freeman, also of the Indepen-
dence School District.

In addition, the Spirit of Independence 
Band and the Truman and Van Horn High 
School choirs will perform.  The hour 

program includes an au-
dience sing-along.

T h e  p r o g r a m  i s 
also aimed at raising 
the awareness of those 
in need living in In-
dependence. Since its 
inception, the concert 
has raised more than 

$260,000 for assistance programs and 
services that are administered through 
the CSL. 

Mayor Don Reimal is the host of the 
event and ushers will be members of the 
Van Horn High School Junior ROTC and 
the William Chrisman ACE Club.

An art contest 
with a Christmas 
theme provides 
artwork for the 
program. Last 
year’s winner was 
Madee Gillyard of 
Randall Elemen-
tary School.

Rainwater and groundwater can enter 
the sanitary sewer system through joints 
and cracks in the pipelines. Downspouts, 
sump pumps and area drains connected to 
the sanitary sewer system may overload 
the system with storm water, in violation 
of City ordinance. 

During heavy rains, excess wastewater 
flow has the potential to overwhelm the 
wastewater treatment plant.

To help reduce this possibility, im-
provements are scheduled to the waste-
water pumping system and to the Rock 
Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
peak flow capacity of the treatment plant 
will increase from 16 to 32 million gallons 
per day to be able to treat the excess flow 
created during rainstorm events. 

In addition, 
new treatment 
processes will 
be added for 
ammonia-ni-
trogen removal 
and disinfec-
t i o n  o f  t h e 
wastewater before discharging it to the 
stream. These new treatment processes 
are required to comply with new Missouri 
state water quality standards for streams 
and rivers.

The wastewater treatment plant im-
provements project will be complete by 
May of 2014. These upgrades will allow 
for better water quality in streams and 
ensure compliance with state and federal 
regulations. For more information, contact 
Water Pollution Control at 325-7711.

The Historic Preservation division 
of Community Development works to 
preserve the rich and varied historic char-
acter of Independence. Some monuments 
are easy to recognize, like the Truman 
Home, the Vaile Mansion, the Bingham-
Waggoner Estate and the Historic Jackson 
County Courthouse, but Historic Preserva-
tion does more than just protect landmark 
structures.  

Preservation helps downtown neigh-
borhoods remain sustainable and have 
vitality. It also helps maintain interesting 
commercial districts to attract tourists 
and residents alike – imagine The Square 
without its historic buildings and think of 
how much would be lost if they were gone. 

From the 1827 Log Courthouse to 
mid-twentieth century residential neigh-
borhoods, the buildings that make up 
Independence tell the story of who we are 
and how we got here. They contribute to 
the city’s community identity and are a 

part of what makes Independence unique. 
In a 2010 survey of City residents, 92% 

said it is important to preserve the City’s 
historic sites. In addition, 86% thought 
it was important to preserve the historic 
neighborhoods. 

The Historic Preservation staff helps 
residents find information on historic 
properties; acts as a source of information 
on local, state, and federal historic pres-
ervation programs, including the National 
Register of Historic Places and tax credit 
opportunities; and works to advocate for 
historic preservation on local and state 
levels. Success is possible if the City and 
residents work together and if interested 
people get involved. 

Watch for updates to the Historic Pres-
ervation division website and a new social 
media presence soon. Contact Historic 
Preservation Manager Heather Carpini at 
hcarpini@indepmo.org or call 325-7419 
for additional information.

Modifications and up-
grades will be made to 
the clarifiers.

Fryer Oil Disposal
If your holiday planning includes deep-

frying a turkey, follow these steps from Wa-
ter Pollution Control (WPC) for the proper 
use and disposal of frying oil:

 » Strain oil through fine strainer and then 
through cheesecloth.

 » Store covered in refrig-
erator.

 » Oil can be reused three 
or four times.

 » Never pour cooking oil 
down the drain.

 » Take used cooking oil to the annual 
Independence Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) mobile collection in April or to the 
Kansas City HHW Center. Call 513-8401 
for more information.

To receive a free brochure titled “Fat-
Free Sewers,” call 325-7711.
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able at the box office or www.ticketmaster.
com. 

The Mid-Continent Public Library’s 
Christmas calendar includes free work-
shops, programs and performances 
December 4 through 18 featuring Santa 
Claus, live seasonal music and crafts in 
various locations. For details, and to reg-
ister, go to www.mcpl.lib.mo.us.

This year, Independence will also host 
“Handel’s Messiah” at 7:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, December 8 and at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
December 9. This all-new presentation of 
the classic Christmas masterpiece will be 
held in the historic Stone Church at 1012 
W. Lexington, where it was first performed 
in Independence in 1916. The free per-
formance features a 100-voice choir with 
eight soloists, the magnificent church 

organ and a 15-piece string, woodwind 
and brass orchestra ensemble. For infor-
mation and tickets, call 252-3322 or email 
info@IndependenceMessiah.org. Also on 
Sunday, December 9, the Community of 
Christ will present an Advent Concert at 
7 p.m. in the Temple, 201 S. River. This 
event is also free. 

The Puppetry Arts Institute holiday 
show, The Gingerbread Man’s Christmas, 
will be performed at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
on Saturdays, December 15 and 22 at 
11025 E. Winner Road. Tickets are $5 
and include museum admission. After the 
show, take time to see the new Pinocchio 
Time exhibit.

For a complete listing of holiday and 
December events go to www.visitinde-
pendence.com.

Now that the 2012-2013 influenza 
season has started, Independence Health 
Director Larry 
Jones said he 
has taken his 
flu shot and 
urges all residents to get theirs.

“Everyone ages six months and older 
should get vaccinated against the flu 
now,” Jones urged. “Since the majority 
of citizens now get their shots from area 
clinics or their doctor, the City’s Health 
Department won’t be administering flu 
shots this year.”

The flu is a contagious respiratory dis-
ease caused by the influenza virus, which 
can be spread by coughing, sneezing or 
nasal secretions. While anyone can get 
the flu, infection rates are highest among 
children.  The symptoms, which for most 
people may last 4-7 days, include fever/
chills, cough, sore throat, headache, 
muscle aches, fatigue, and runny or stuffy 
nose.  

People at high risk of serious flu com-
plications include young children, preg-
nant women, people with chronic health 
conditions like asthma, diabetes or heart 
and lung disease and those 65 years and 
older.

Stop the spread of germs with good 
hand washing, covering your mouth and 
nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze and avoiding close contact with 
sick people.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) urges you to stay at 
home for at least 24 hours after your fever 
is gone except to get medical care or for 
other necessities. Your fever should be 
gone, Jones added, without the use of a 
fever-reducing medicine.

 “By getting a flu shot, you not only 
protect yourself, you also avoid spreading 
the illness to others,” Jones said.

Each year, experts from the Food and 
Drug Administration, the World Health 
Organization, the CDC and other institu-
tions study virus samples collected from 
around the world. They identify the influ-
enza viruses most likely to cause illness 
during the upcoming flu season so people 
can be protected against them through 
vaccination.

For more information call the Health 
Department at 325-7185.

Flu Season Means 
Time for Flu Shots  

pendence Fire 
Department.

This facility 
also has a dual 
purpose .  The 
bui lding wil l 
serve primar-
ily as a severe 
weather shelter 
for park patrons 
and those nearby, 
and a lso  as  an 
emergency services training room and 
public meeting space. 

The Park Sales Tax provides funds 
for connecting trails to the facility and 

Storm Shelters                   From Page 1
for a portion of 
the landscaping 
materials.

Work at both 
sites should be 
completed by 
next spring. The 
Nature Center 
should open to 
the public by 

late spring or early 
summer of 2013.

To find out more about what’s hap-
pening in your parks, contact Parks & 
Recreation or visit their webpage at www.
independencemo.org/parksandrec.

The DeWitt Nature Center and severe 
weather safe room under construction.

$ 
The average  

smoker will see 

23% of their 
income go up in 

smoke.  

Ready to Quit? 
Call 816-325-7185 
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printed on recycled paper

Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday of November.

Last Drop-Off
 Until March!
875 Vista Avenue

From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At-Large 
Vacant At-Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Unwrap
Summer

Fun!
Adventure Oasis Water Park is of-

fering special holiday prices for that 
special person on your gift list! 

Pick up a Season Pass or 5-Punch 
Pass gift certificate at these special 
prices from 9 a.m. Tuesday, November 
13 through 5 p.m. Saturday, December 
29 at the Truman Memorial Building, 
416 W. Maple. Call 325-7843 for more 
information.

Opening Day for Adventure Oasis is 
May 25, 2013. Don’t miss this chance 
for the lowest price of the season!

Special
  Holiday
       Prices!

(Independence Residents)                 Reg.    Disc.
Youth or Senior Pass                       $75     $64 
Adult Season Pass                 $105     $90 
Family Season Pass               $250   $212 
Resident 5-Punch Pass Youth/Sr     $24     $20 
Resident 5-Punch Pass Adult           $32    $27 
Resident 5-Punch Pass Family        $88     $75 
Non-Res. 5-Punch Pass Youth/Sr    $28     $24 
Non-Res. 5-Punch Pass Adult          $36    $31 
Non-Res. 5-Punch Pass Family     $100    $85 


