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              Palmer Center Offers Many Benefits For Seniors

When rainwater infiltrates the sewer system through joints 
and cracks in the pipelines, excess wastewater flow is created. 
During a storm with heavy rains, this wastewater flow has 
the potential to overwhelm the wastewater treatment plant.

To help reduce this possibility, improvements are sched-
uled to the wastewater pumping system.  By holding excess 
flow within the City’s two major watersheds until a storm 
has passed, the wastewater system will be protected from 
having too much flow to the treatment facility. In addition, 
improving the pump stations will allow for better water qual-
ity to streams and ensure compliance with state and federal 
regulations, thus avoiding costly penalties.

Planned improvements include a new Sugar Creek Excess 
Flow Pump Station and two new holding basins on the site 
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The Palmer Center, 218A N. Pleasant

If you find yourself sitting at home 
and starting to feel depressed – don’t!  

Get out of the house and get 
involved in diverse, current and qual-
ity enrichment programs for lifelong 
activity, learning and enjoyment.

Come visit The Palmer Center at 
218A N. Pleasant Street and discover 
the friendly atmosphere, inexpensive 
activities and classes available for 

older adults. Opened 
in 2006, The Palmer 
Center became a na-
t ional ly accredited 
senior center by the National Council on 
Aging in 2011 and is operated by Indepen-
dence Parks & Recreation. 

In the most recent Quality of Life evalua-
tion completed by Palmer Center participants, 
100% of the respondents reported making 

new friends and having some-
thing to look forward to.

A great way to get your foot in 
the door and start meeting others 
is to call and make a reservation 
for lunch. Each day the menu is 
different and helps provide the 
nutrition you need. 

Check out this sample list of 
current programs and services 
– then call 325-6200 for more 
information. You can also stop by 
the Center to pick up a Welcome 
Folder or visit the website at www.
independencemo.org. 

A copy of The Palm-
er Center Post News-
let ter  and Palmer 
Center Lunch Menu/
Program Calendar is 
available by clicking 
on the Parks and Rec-
reation link.

Nutrition Programs include daily 
lunches and home-delivered meals, 
and education on healthy eating.

Exercise  Programs include TRX 
Essentials Flexibility and Zumba Gold.

Health Services include Health 
Education & You in 2012, as well as 
monthly health screenings.

Dance Programs include Line 
Dancing and Learn to Belly Dance.

Education Programs include 
Caregiving 101 and Get on Facebook.

Information & Assistance is 
provided through Caring Communi-
ties Resource Center and the Senior 
Resource Library.

Social Events are held each 
month, including a National Senior 
Center Month Celebration and holiday 
gatherings.

Travel Programs offer both day 
and overnight tours that are educa-
tional, entertaining and exciting.

of the BP Products of America, Inc., the former Amoco Oil 
Company Refinery.  Capacity will be increased at the exist-
ing Sugar Creek Pump Station at 10600 Hayward in Sugar 
Creek by increasing the pump size.

The project also includes a new Rock Creek Excess Flow 
Pump Station and two new holding basins located on property 
near Shope Avenue and Short Street. Capacity of the existing 
Rock Creek Pump Station at 400 N. Kentucky Road will be 
increased as well.

The completed project will increase holding capacity at the 
watersheds to 20 million gallons. Construction will start in 
December 2012, and is expected to be completed by January 
2015. For more information, contact Water Pollution Control 
at 325-7711.



Family Favorites Return for Halloween

Comments Invited on New Building Codes
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Does your family have a favorite fall 
tradition? If you’ve never tried one of these 
popular Halloween annual events, make 
this the year!

Friday Night Ghost Tours offer a 
“ghostly” tour of the 1859 Jail and Mar-
shal’s Home, followed by 
a covered wagon historical 
live-narrated ride which 
shares ghost stories and 
yarns of haunted places 
on The Square. Tours are 
available at 7, 8 and 9 p.m. 
every Friday in October, 
with a maximum of 15 in 
each group. Cost is $18 for 
adults, $12 for ages 7-11. 
(Not recommended for 
children under 7.) Reser-
vations are required; call 
461-0065.

Moms, daughters and 
gal pals can rejoice in the 
cooler weather and head 
outside to hit the “Girl’s Night Out” on 
The Square from 5 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 4. Expect live music, specials, 
discounts, treats in shops and restaurants 
and special gift bags, which benefit local 

charity Cancer Action. Got questions? Call 
461-0065. 

For another fall option, families can 
enjoy an autumn Corn Husk Doll work-
shop at the National Frontier Trails Mu-
seum on Saturday, October 6. The class 

begins at 10 a.m. and costs 
$15 per person. At 2 p.m., 
join a walking tour of The 
Square led by staff of the 
Trails Museum and learn 
about the important role 
Independence played in the 
opening of the West. Cost 
is $5. Make reservations 
for both at 325-7575.

The Enchanted Forest 
invites children from 1 to 
100 to step inside from 7 
to 9 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays, October 19, 20, 
26 and 27. This magical 
event, co-sponsored by 
the Powerhouse Theatre 

Foundation and Independence Parks and 
Recreation, begins with a welcome by Ef-
fie, the Forest Fairy. Guided down candlelit 
trails, families interact with fantasy, movie 
and fairy tale characters such as Winnie the 

Pooh, Dorothy and her friends from Oz, the 
Princess and the Pea and Batman. 

New this year will be Blackbeard the 
pirate and his gang, perched aboard the 
spectacular pirate ship that debuted last 
year, as they try to protect their buried 
treasure from local villagers. The evening 
ends with an old-fashioned hayride. The 
Enchanted Forest is located in George 
Owens Nature Park, 1601 S. Speck Road. 
Cost is only $3 per person. 

The Englewood Arts District, at Winner 
and Sterling Roads, brings back the Mystic 
Pumpkin Festival on Saturday, October 
20. Halloween-themed festival features 
carnival games, costume contests, pumpkin 
decorating, haunted fire truck rides, live 
entertainment, concessions and vendors 
in this family-friendly celebration. The fun 
begins at 2 p.m. and lasts ‘til the ghosts 
go home! Call 886-1478 or visit www.
englewoodstation.com.

The Friends of the National Frontier 
Trails Museum is hosting “Ghosts of 
Independence's Past Cemetery Walk” at 
Woodlawn Cemetery from 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, October 21. As participants 
tour the cemetery they will encounter first 
person interpreters portraying significant 
individuals from our city's formative era.  
Cost is $10 for adults; $5 for children age 
15 and under. Tickets available at the site 
that day. Proceeds will benefit the National 
Frontier Trails Museum.

 Saturday, October 27 promises to be 
full of Halloween thrills. At 11 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Puppeteer Rosalie Perryman of RLP 
Puppets performs “Fun in the Pumpkin 
Patch” at the Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025 
E. Winner Road.  Tickets are $5 for all ages 
and reservations can be made at 833-9777. 

Also on Saturday, watch out for vam-
pires, ghosts and cowboys on The Square 
beginning at 1 p.m., when shops open 
their doors for trick or treating. The big 

parade is slated 
to begin at 3 p.m. 
With an average 
of 100 entries, the 
parade features 
floats, marching 
bands, clowns and 
other Halloween 

surprises. Prizes are awarded. Call 461-
0065 about trick or treating; call 252-4745 
for information about the parade.

For a complete list of October events, 
call 325-7111 or go to www.visitindepen-
dence.com.

Alversia Pettigrew portrayed 
Emily Fisher in last year’s 
cemetery walk.

Building codes are adopted by com-
munities to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of the people by creating safe 
buildings. The City of Independence first 
adopted building codes in 1966 which 
have been continuously enforced.

Initially building codes were different 
in every city, county or state. Over time, 
groups of code offi-
cials began working 
with construction 
professionals to de-
velop a uniform set 
of rules. By having 
a consistent set of codes, building trades 
could use the same methods of construc-
tion everywhere. 

The standard industry association is the 
International Code Council which meets 
regularly to evaluate new materials and 
construction methods.  Every three years 
new codes are published.  Cities have the 
option to adopt codes that will protect the 
properties and people in their community.

The City of Independence has been 
evaluating the newest code series and is 
requesting public comment on the follow-

ing codes: 2012 International Building 
Code, 2012 International Fire Code, 2012 
International Mechanical Code, 2011 Na-
tional Electric Code, 2012 International 
Plumbing Code, 2012 International Fuel 
Gas Code, 2012 NFPA 101 Life Safety 
Code, 2012 International Existing Build-
ing Code, 2009 ANSI A117.1 Acces-

sibility Code, and 
2012 International 
Residential Code.

The  p roposed 
codes are available 
for review in the City 

Clerk’s office at City Hall during regular 
business hours. Comments will be ac-
cepted until Monday, November 19, 2012.

Insurance rates are partially based on 
how current a city’s codes and standards 
are. This rating impacts homeowner and  
renter insurance rates. The Insurance 
Services Office is currently evaluating the 
rates in Independence. 

Having the most current building and 
safety codes will help Independence resi-
dents and property owners get the lowest 
rates possible.

Send comments to David Lehman, 
Building Inspections Manager, 111 E. 
Maple, Independence, MO 64050 or 
via email to dlehman@indepmo.org.
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Website Enhanced:

Students from Japanese Sister City Visit City Hall August 2

New Safety Feature For Little Blue 
Trace Trail Users

Three blue-light emergency communi-
cation phone towers were installed July 23 
along the Little Blue Trace Trail through 
Independence. Now users of the 13-mile 
stretch of the trail 
through Indepen-
dence can reach 911 
dispatchers with just 
the push of a button. 

The towers are 
located near R.D. 
Mize and Necessary 
Roads Trail Head, 
near the Missouri 78 
(23rd Street) and Fisher Road Trail Head, 
and at the Bundschu and Bly Roads Trail 
Head. The northern most trail head for 
the 18-mile-long Little Blue Trace Trail 
is at Blue Mills Road and enters Indepen-
dence at 24 Highway.  It extends south to 
Lee’s Summit, exiting Independence at 
40 Highway.

Each of the phone towers communi-
cates directly with 911 dispatchers. As a 
safety precaution, the alerts sent from the 
towers can only be terminated by the 911 
dispatcher, not at the tower. There are no 
actual telephones on the nine-foot high 

towers, powered by solar panels.
“Parks, trails and open spaces create a 

positive impact on the quality of life in any 
community,” said Christina Heinen, proj-

ect coordinator for Building a Health-
ier Independence.  “The phones are 

a crime deter-
rent, provide a 
sense of security 
and offer quick 
notification and 
response in emer-
gency situations 
along one of the 
most used, pic-
turesque trails in 
Independence.”

Three more 
e m e r g e n c y 
p h o n e s  a r e 
planned to be 

installed. Funding for the phone towers 
was primarily provided through the Build-
ing a Healthier Independence Initiative.  

For more information visit www.
buildingahealthierindependence.org, call 
325-7185 or visit the Health Department, 
515 S. Liberty, Independence, MO 64050.   

Technology Services staff recently 
enhanced the Animal Shelter’s Lost & 
Found web page (www.independencemo.
org/Health/LostAndFound.aspx).

Changes include separating the found 
and stray animals by species, and adding 
more information to connect visitors with 
local lost and found pet registry services.

The changes will make it easier to 
search for lost pets and inquire about 
adoptable animals.

desk, and each student was given a City of Independence Tourism tote bag.
During their two-week visit to Missouri, the students toured historic 

sites in Independence as well as the National Frontier Trails Museum 
and the Truman Library. They also visited regional attractions includ-
ing Worlds of Fun, Union Station and Crown Center in Kansas City. A 
picnic at Waterfall Park, bowling at Diamond Bowl, ice skating at the 
Centerpoint Community Ice at Independence Events Center and a visit 
to Fire Station #1 were among the many activities enjoyed by the students.

The annual program is organized by the Japanese Sister City Committee. 

Mayor Pro Tem and At-Large Coun-
ci lmember J im Schultz 
welcomed students visiting 
from the Independence sister 
city of Higashimurayama, 
Japan on Thursday, August 
2, 2012.

As a surprise while visiting 
City Hall, the group had the 
opportunity to meet Mac, the 
Missouri Mavericks’ mascot, 
who presented each of them 
with a Mavericks t-shirt and 
souvenir cup.

A tour of Mayor Don Rei-
mal’s office was highlighted by 
a chance to sit at the mayor’s 

The Independence Animal Shelter will 
now be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, with pet adoptions begin-
ning at 11 a.m. 

According to Health Director Larry 
Jones, this change should make it more 
convenient for families to reconnect with 
a lost pet or to adopt a new pet.

The Independence Animal Shelter 
is located at 875 Vista Avenue. Please 
contact Animal Services at 325-7207 for 
additional information.

New Shelter Hours:

Animal Services 
Updates

Members of the Committee include John 
Seeley, Chair; Twyla Olson-Hahn, Vice Chair; 
Jeannae Segura-Brown, Treasurer; Gerald 
Hancock, Historian; Bruce Benson, Joe 
Gall, Debbie Lovewell, Connie McQuain, 
Sandy Peoples, Lana White, Sharon Wilson, 
Carolyn Hinkle,  Kathy Moxley, Pat Walsh, 
Councilmember Myron Paris and Mayor 

Don Reimal.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 836-3600
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Vacant At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Pumpkins in the Park
Saturday, October 20
Mystic Pumpkin Festival

Englewood Shopping District
10900 E. Winner Road

Tuesday, October 23
Fairmount Community Center

217 S. Cedar Avenue

Tuesday, October 30
Cler-Mont Park

19009 E. Susquehanna Ridge
The drought may cause a shortage of pumpkins, 
but there will be lots of fun from 4:30 - 6 p.m. Bags 
and supplies  to decorate a trick or treat bag will be 
free to the first 300 kids!  Call 325-7370 for details.


