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Kids can check out the many vehicles 
on display at Touch-A-Truck.

Water Conservation Starts at Home
Especially during 

periods of drought, 
it is important to be 
mindful of water use. 

In addition to use 
in the home, water is 
used extensively for 
agricultural, manu-
facturing, commu-
nity and sanitation 
needs.  According to Independence 
Water Systems Director Dan Montgom-
ery, “Clean, safe water is essential for 
daily living.”

“The hot, dry conditions that we have 
been experiencing help us really ap-
preciate how fortunate we are to have a 
plentiful supply of water,” he continued.  
“It reminds us how critical it is to use this 
resource wisely.”
In general:
•	 Monitor your water bill for unusually 
high use. Finding a leak quickly saves 
both water and money from going down 
the drain.
•	 Listen for dripping faucets and run-
ning toilets. Don't forget to check outdoor 
faucets, sprinklers and hoses for leaks.
•	 Add water-saving aerators on all of 
your faucets.
In the yard:
•	 Adjust sprinklers to water only the 
lawn and not the house, sidewalk, or 
street. Use sprinklers that deliver big 
drops of water close to the ground.
•	 Water in the morning or evening 
when temperatures are cooler to mini-
mize evaporation.
•	 Spread a layer of organic mulch 
around plants to retain moisture.
•	 Use a broom instead of a hose to 
clean the driveway and sidewalk.
•	 If water runs off the lawn easily, split 
your watering time into shorter periods to 
allow for better absorption. Apply water 
only as fast as the soil can absorb it.
•	 Check the root zone of your lawn or 
garden for moisture before watering. If 
it's moist two inches under the soil sur-
face, you still have enough water.
•	 Add a rain barrel to collect water from 
your roof to water your garden.

•	 A d j u s t  l a w n 
mower blades to 
a higher setting. A 
taller lawn shades 
roots and holds soil 
moisture better.
•	 Use drip irriga-
tion for shrubs and 
trees to apply water 
directly to the roots.

•	 Aerate your lawn at least once a year 
so water can reach the roots.
In the kitchen:
•	 Run your dishwasher only when full.
•	 Use the garbage disposal sparingly. 
Compost vegetable food waste instead.
•	 Keep a pitcher of water in the refrig-
erator instead of running the tap.
•	 Save the water you use for rinsing 
fruits and vegetables, then reuse it to 
water houseplants.
•	 Designate one glass for your drinking 
water	each	day	or	refill	a	water	bottle.	
•	 Soak pots and pans instead of letting 
the water run while you scrape them 
clean.
In the bathroom:
•	 Use	a	water-efficient	showerhead.	
•	 Shorten your shower by a minute or 
two and you'll save up to 150 gallons 
per month.
•	 Put food coloring in your toilet tank. 
If the color seeps into the toilet bowl, 
you have a leak. Fixing it can save up 
to 1,000 gallons a month.
•	 When running a bath, plug the tub 
before turning the water on, then adjust 
the	temperature	as	the	tub	fills.
•	 Turn off the water while brushing your 
teeth or shaving. Turn off faucets tightly 
after each use.
•	 Drop your tissue in the trash instead 
of	flushing	it.
•	 Wash dark clothes in cold water to 
save both water and energy and avoid 
fabric fading.
•	 When you give your pet fresh water, 
use the old water to water houseplants, 
trees or shrubs.
•	 If	you	drop	ice	cubes	when	filling	your	
glass, drop them in a house plant instead 
of the sink.

Traffic Ticket?
To save time and avoid busy phone 

lines, check the City’s website before 
calling Municipal Court. Go to www.
independencemo.org/municourt. You can 
search for your court date or review a list 
of violations and fine amounts.

You may be able to pay your ticket on-
line. Click On-Line Services, then select 
Pay Ticket On-Line. To pay by telephone, 
call 325-SERV (7378) and select option 2.

Court sessions are held on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 
8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. and afternoons 
at 1:30 and 2:30 p.m. 

Municipal Court hours are 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Cashier 
windows are also open from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

 For information about a court date, 
call 325-7230 or 325-7235. Telephones 
are answered from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Touch-A-Truck On
September 8

Bring the whole family to Touch-A-
Truck Saturday, September 8 at the Inde-
pendence Events Center, 19100 E. Valley 
View Parkway.  

From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. get a look at all 
kinds of trucks and specialized vehicles up 
close. Touch them, sit in them and maybe 
even honk their horns!  Food and beverages 
will be available for purchase.

 Last year’s participants included Inde-
pendence Power and Light, Public Works, 
Police and Fire Departments, Deffenbaugh, 
MoDOT, American Medical Response, 
CERT, the Missouri State Highway Patrol, 
Wicklin Trucking and many more.



September Offers Varied Entertainment Options

Learn Rules and Regulations Before 
Starting a Home-Based Business
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Head inside and escape the late summer 
heat at several special events this September.

Global superstar Kelly Clarkson and 
Grammy-nominated The Fray are joining 
forces for a summer concert tour which 
stops at the Independence Events Center 
on Wednesday, September 5. The show be-
gins at 7 p.m. Tickets are available through 
Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000 or www.
ticketmaster.com.

A family-friendly program is scheduled 
at the Harry S. Truman Library, 500 W. 
U.S. Highway 24, on Saturday, September 
8. In “Pets of the Presidents from Theodore 
Roosevelt through Barack Obama,” Archi-
vist Pauline Testerman will share “tails” 
of  presidential pets as she tells stories and 
shows photos of dogs, cats, and other furry, 

feathery, and scaly animals that have lived at 
the White House. Program begins at 11 a.m. 
and is included with paid admission. Details 
at 268-8200 or www.trumanlibrary.org. 

With pools closed and kids headed back 
to school, look indoors to an entertaining 
and educational guided tour of galleries of 
the National Frontier Trails Museum, 318 
W. Pacific. Every Thursday in September 
at 2 p.m. staff will explain the hows and 
whys of westward expansion on the trails 
in a program called “Museum Highlights.”  
The tours last 30 minutes and are included 
with regular museum admission. 

To treat your family to a covered wagon 
ride, check out the Evening Wagon and 
Swales Walk on Thursday, September 27. 
During this 60-minute program, you’ll take 
a wagon ride pulled by Missouri mules, 
explore 1830s swales (ruts made by wheels 
of covered wagons and animals) and inves-
tigate the Santa Fe Gallery at the Museum. 
Cost is $15 for adults and $12 for kids 6-17 
with reservations required.

For more information on these and other 
Museum events, call 325-7575 or go to 
www.frontiertrailsmuseum.org.

Dig into a delicious dinner served 
outdoors on the grounds of the historic 
Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W. Pacific, 

from 4 to 7 p.m. Saturday, September 15 
at the annual Pig Pickin’ Chicken Lickin’ 
Feast. The menu includes tender pork carved 
from a whole roasted pig, fried chicken from 
Stroud’s (and their famous green beans), 
homemade pies and drinks. Enjoy live mu-
sic by the Kansas City Ukulele Fight Club 
and wander through all the treasures while 
waiting for your bid at the silent auction. 

Tickets include guided tours of the home 
and the annual quilt show staged by the 
Nimble Thimbles. Cost is $15 for adults 
and $7 for ages 5-10 with reservations. Call 
461-3491 for tickets.

Reward your kids for settling back into 
school by taking them to see “The Reluctant 
Salamander” by the Forest Floor Players 
at the Puppetry Arts Institute on Saturday, 
September 22. Performances are staged 
at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at 11025 E. Winner 
Road. Tickets are $5. Call 833-9777 for 
reservations.

Learn about high-priced espionage in 
Kansas and Missouri during the Civil War 
in “Scouts, Spies and Detectives” at 10 a.m. 
on Friday, September 28 in the Midwest 
Genealogy Center, 3440 S. Lee’s Summit 
Road. This adults-only program begins at 
10 a.m. and although tickets are free, pre-
registration to 252-7228 is requested. 

Many of our tourism attractions are 
participating in National Museum Day on 
Saturday, September 29. Go to www.smith-
sonianmag.com/museumday to download 
and print a ticket good for admission for 
two at one museum. 

Participating Independence attractions 
you can tour for free on that day are the 
Bingham-Waggoner Estate, National Fron-
tier Trails Museum, Puppetry Arts Institute, 
Truman Library and Vaile Mansion. Tours 
of the Truman Home will be free all day in 
honor of National Lands Day, but you must 
pick up your tickets at the Truman Home 
Visitor Center at 223 N. Main. 

For a complete list of September events, 
go to www.visitindependence.com. 

President Roosevelt and his 
famous Scottish Terrier, Fala.

Join the crowd at the Pig Pickin’ 
Chicken Lickin’ Feast September 15.

During the current economic crisis, 
many people are turning to home-based 
businesses to supplement their income or 
to replace jobs lost to layoff or downsizing.  

While there can be many benefits – being 
your own boss, setting your own hours and 
even working in your pajamas – be 
sure to take time to investigate the 
rules and regulations associated 
with having a business at home 
before investing your time and 
money. 

The Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) and zoning 
regulations restrict home businesses 
in order to maintain the residential 
character and quality of life of the surround-
ing area. Start by calling the Community 
Development Department at 325-7425 for 
information on the standards for home 
businesses.

A home business generally is best suited 
for those businesses that are office-oriented. 
Since the primary use of the property must 
remain as a residence, selling merchan-
dise in person at your home is prohibited. 

However, selling merchandise via the mail 
or internet is allowed, provided the vehicles 
used to deliver the goods are limited to 
passenger vehicles, mail carrier or express 
carrier (e.g., UPS and FedEx).

A City of Independence Business Li-
cense is required before starting your 

business. Business License appli-
cations are available on the City’s 
website at www.independenc-
emo.org or by calling 325-7079. 
You can also pick up a Business 
License application form at the 

Finance Department front counter 
at City Hall, 111 E. Maple.

Because of the potential to become 
a hazard or nuisance to neighbors, some 
businesses are not compatible with a resi-
dential neighborhood, including vehicle tow 
or repairs, animal boarding or kennels and 
appliance or electronics repair. 

If running a home-based business is your 
goal, Community Development wants to 
help you succeed. Call first and let City staff 
guide you through the rules and regulations.
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WPC Efforts Safeguard Streams

2012 Street Improvement Projects

Independence Tourism and The Examiner want to see your best 
digital photos of Independence! Visit our historic attractions (or 
anywhere else in the City) and use your creativity, artistry and  
imagination to capture photos that make you feel good about liv-
ing in or visiting Independence. The adult contest will offer cash 
prizes of $300, $200, and $100. A second contest, Youth Images 
of Independence, offers photographers under age 18 a chance 
to compete for gift cards to Strikerz Entertainment Center. Reg-
istration, photo submission and judging will be done online for 
both contests.

Contest ends Sunday, September 9.  For 
a list of tourism attractions to spark your 

imagination, and for registration, rules and 
releases, go to www.examiner.net.

Questions? Call 325-7111

Testing Avoids Overuse of Chemicals
As rainwater runs 

across yards, it picks 
up soil and fertiliz-
ers, pesticides and 
herbicides from lawn 
treatment. When fer-

tilizers containing nitrogen and phosphorus 
are washed into streams, the result may be 
unintended plant growth. The plant growth 
can use up oxygen in the water, which in 
turn harms stream life.  

Periodic soil testing will help homeown-
ers avoid using too much fertilizer. The Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension recommends 
soil testing before establishing a new lawn 
and every three years on established lawns. 

Always follow directions carefully. If 
improperly applied, lawn chemicals can 
harm your lawn and garden, pollute local 
waterways, and harm fish and wildlife.

Established lawns generally require 
lower quantities of phosphorus, while new 
lawns require higher levels of phosphorus 
for root growth.  Soil testing in late sum-
mer can help you determine what type of 
fertilizer to buy and how much to apply in 
the fall. 

County extension offices provide soil 
testing services for a minimal charge. For 
more information contact the Jackson 
County Extension office at 252-5051.

Streams Tested For Pollution
Water Pollution Control and U.S. Geo-

logical Survey employees walked the 
Spring Branch and Bundschu Creeks in 
June.  Due to the drought, the number of 
samples collected was down substantially 
from previous years. 

Teams were testing for illicit discharges, 
which are carried by the storm sewer system 
to local streams. This includes anything 
dumped down a storm drain, such as used 
oil, antifreeze, or leftover paint. Runoff from 
car washing and malfunctioning septic tanks 
are other examples. No illicit discharges 
were identified during the inspection.

Increased beaver activity was noted with 
many small dams observed along a reach 
of Spring Branch Creek east of M-291 and 
north of the Geospace Center. In addition, 
a large beaver dam approximately 8’ high 
was found on Bundschu Creek. 

For more information about WPC stream 
testing, call 325-7721.

Don’t be one of the 443,000 Americans 
dying from tobacco use and exposure to 
secondhand smoke each year – sign up 
for the Independence Health Department’s 
six-week smoking cessation class this fall.

Christina Heinen, Project Coordinator 
for Building a Healthier Independence 
said, “For smokers, the sooner they quit, 
the sooner their bodies can begin to heal.” 

The program focuses on triggers, strate-
gies to change behavior, and stress manage-
ment related to quitting. Each hour-long 
session begins at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
nights September 11 through October 16 
at the Truman Memorial Building, 416 W. 
Maple Ave.

This fall’s program is free, and pre-
registration is not required. 

For more information about the pro-
gram, call 325-7185 or visit the Indepen-
dence Health Department at 515 S. Liberty.

Smokers can also get free resources and 
help quitting by calling 1-800-QUIT-NOW 
(784-8669) or visiting www.smokefree.
gov. 

Stop Smoking 
With Free Classes

With summer well underway, so are the 
annual street improvement projects through-
out the City. Independence has about 560 
miles of streets, most of them made with 
asphalt, and each year some of them receive 
a new surface.

“We appreciate everyone’s patience as we 
work to preserve and improve our streets,” 
said Public Works Director John Powell. 

“The first thing motorists will notice is a 
smoother ride,” Pow-
ell added. In addition, 
the new surface also 
protects the street and 
reduces maintenance 
needs. 

Over time, asphalt 
streets can move and 
crack. Moisture can 
enter the cracks and 
lead to potholes.

In most cases, the 
street overlay involves removing the top two 
inches of the existing asphalt and installing 
two inches of new asphalt.  Lane markings 
and turn arrows are then replaced.

The 2012 program will overlay more than 
25 miles of streets in all areas of Indepen-
dence.  Some will be on major streets that 
have heavy traffic and other locations are in 
neighborhoods. This year, some of the major 
streets included are parts of Noland Road, 
Truman Road, 35th Street, R.D. Mize Road 
and Bundschu Road.

The Independence street sales tax collects 
funds to be used for street improvements. 

The street overlay 
program uses some 
of these funds each 
year.

Superior Bowen 
Asphalt Company is 
the project contractor 
with a construction 
cost of $3.4 million. 
This year’s program 
will be finished this 
fall.  Residents with 

questions or wanting more information 
may call the Public Works Department at 
325-7600.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 257-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by	 the	 City	 Manager’s	 Office,	
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Vacant At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly
Free disaster preparedness classes 

are held from 1-4 p.m. on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.  
•	 Aug. 25   - “Earthquake

                             Preparedness”
•	 Sept. 22  -  “Winter Storms”
•	 Oct.	27				-	 “Preparing	Efficient

                             Disaster Kits”
Call	 the	Office	of	Emergency	Pre-

paredness at 325-7167 to register.
You have control - Not the disaster.


