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When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.
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CityScene
              IPL Implements Safeguards
Against Copper Theft

When thieves steal from Inde-
pendence Power & Light (IPL), it 
costs both citizens and businesses. 
To protect the assets and service 
expectations of their customers, IPL 
utilizes both physical and electronic 
safeguards. 

This is important because not only 
is replacement of stolen materials 
costly, it is also dangerous for electri-
cal workers and the public. Touching a 
live wire can result in life-threatening 
injuries or death.

To combat theft, IPL has imple-
mented tactics proven successful in 
preventing loss:

 » Replacing copper wire with 
Copper Clad rod.  Copper Clad 
rods have nearly the same electric 
transmission capability as copper 
wire, but consist of a ½ inch diameter 
steel rod covered by a very thin coat 
of copper. Most scrap yards refuse 
to buy Copper Clad rod because the 
cost of removing the copper exceeds 
its resale value.

 » Marking all copper with Dat-
aDots. IPL is marking its wire and 
property with tiny microscopic disks 
about the size of a grain of sand. 
Each of the disks, called a DataDot, 
is etched with “Independence Power 
& Light” and a serial number. 

The disks are sprayed onto copper 
wire and other property using a clear 
sealer. Attempting to remove all of the 
dots is a long, slow process. Finding 
just one enables IPL to prove owner-
ship and thieves or scrap yards found 
with IPL property face an increased 
likelihood of arrest and conviction.

 » Warning potential thieves. 
Reflectorized signs have been posted 
to warn thieves that property and ma-
terials at each facility are marked for 
police identification. IPL wants thieves 
to know when they are caught they 

will be prosecuted to the full extent 
of the law.

 » Maintaining a close relation-
ship with the police. IPL and the 
police department communicate 
regularly to assess crime attempts 
and patterns. In two recent attempts 
to steal copper, the thieves were ar-
rested in the act. In addition, a local 
scrap dealer was arrested for buying 
stolen telephone wire. This sends a 
strong message to area scrap dealers 
and thieves that Independence is not 
a good place to steal or deal in stolen 
wire or other metals.

IPL will continue to work toward 
protecting the property of the com-
munity. Money not spent to replace 
copper wire and repair substations 
and fences will be available for other 
uses. 

To report suspected theft or vandal-
ism at an IPL location, contact Patrick 
Quinn, IPL Security Administrator, at 
816-325-7460 or pquinn@indepmo.
org.

Can’t Wait To Read 
CityScene?

CityScene is available on the City’s 
website on the first day of each month.

Go to www.independencemo.org 
and click on “Newsroom.” You will 
find both current and past issues.

Susan Paxton 
Block Award 
Nominations Due

The City of Independence is looking 
to honor excellence in 
public service.

A n y o n e  c a n 
nominate a City 
employee, vol-
unteer or elected 
official who has 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
outstanding public 
service, valor, and 
job performance with 
leadership for the annual 
Susan Paxton Block Distinguished Public 
Service Award.

Nomination forms are due Friday, August 
17 and are available from Melanie Good-
son, a Junior Service League (JSL) past 
president; at City Hall and the Chamber of 
Commerce, 210 W. Truman Road. Forms 
may also be printed from the City’s website 
at www.independencemo.org. 

Completed forms should be mailed to 
Melanie Goodson c/o the JSL at 3122 S. 
Crysler, Independence, MO 64052. Mrs. 
Block was a member and past president of 
the JSL.  

The late Bill Paxton, father of the late 
Councilmember Block, established the 
award to honor her memory and recognize 
individuals who demonstrate excellence 
while conducting City business.  Mrs. Block 
represented the third council district from 
1992 until her death November 11, 1996.  

A selection committee, comprised of 
local service club presidents, will select 
the recipient. Julie Boydston received the 
award in 2010 and Joanie Shover received 
the award last year.

The award is $1,000 plus a sterling silver 
medallion and a sterling silver lapel pin.  
Proceeds come from the memorial fund 
established by Paxton.

The recipient will be announced and the 
award presented at the Monday, September 
17 City Council meeting at City Hall, 111 E.  
Maple. September 24 was Councilmember 
Block’s birth date. For more information, 
call Goodson at 916-2802.



2012 Ecofest Welcomed 700 Visitors

Grant Received For 40 Highway Planning

Get Outside and 
Walk With Friends

July 2012       CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene Page 2

Approximately 700 attendees enjoyed 
lots of eco-friendly family fun at the 5th 
Annual Independence EcoFest held on 
June 2 at Waterfall Park.  

Visitors learned the importance of pre-
serving our natural resources and protect-
ing the environment as they earned stamps 
for their Eco-
Passports at 
17 exhibitor 
booths.  

V i s i t o r s 
with complet-
ed Passports 
r e c e i v e d  a 
complimenta-
ry t-shirt fea-
turing artwork 
by Kaila Cros-
by from Bingham Middle School, who 
won this year’s EcoFest art contest. 

In addition to customary crowd 
favorites such as the Edible Ice Cream 
Aquifers (MDNR) and the Stream Ta-
ble (MDC), visitors also enjoyed sev-
eral new exhibits this year including 
the Chevrolet VOLT (Cable Dahmer 
Chevrolet), electric vehicle charging 

stations (LilyPad EV), and organic mulch 
and composts (Missouri Organic).  

EcoFest was a hit with children of all 
ages who enjoyed live musical perfor-
mances by the Green Spirit Band and 
EcoElvis.  Youngsters also had great fun 
playing with the whimsical ReCycle Cycle 

and visiting with the 
EcoStreet Characters.

Make plans now to 
join in next year for more 
eco-friendly family fun 
at the next Independence 
EcoFest, tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, 
June 1, 2013.

Health Department employees 
donned red shirts for the one-mile 
walk. Leading the way were Cyn-
thia Epp (front) and Alicia Nelson.

Pick out your best walking shoes! Join 
the Building a Healthier Independence “The 
Mile Starts Here” walking program. 

A mile-long walk, led by the Indepen-
dence Health Department, will start at 9 a.m. 
every Wednesday through September 26.

Christina Heinen, BHI Project Coordina-
tor, said the free program was launched in 
June as a way to promote physical activity 
while exploring the city’s parks and trails.

“Walking is an easy, inexpensive way to 
lose weight, reduce stress and lower your 
risk of stroke and heart disease,” Heinen 
said. 

Each week the location will rotate be-
tween five different Independence parks 
and trails. Water and granola bars will be 
available.

1st Wednesdays - Meet at the Farmers 
Market, at the corner of Truman and Main 
on August 1 and September 5 to walk the 
Truman Historic Walking Trail.

2nd Wednesdays - Meet at Waterfall 
Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Dr. on July 11, Au-
gust 8 and September 12.

3rd Wednesdays - Meet at Clothier Park, 
17203 E. 23rd St. on July 18, August 15 and 
September 19.

4th Wednesdays - Meet at Santa Fe Park 
Trail, 2731 S. Santa Fe Rd. on July 25, Au-
gust 22 and September 26.

5th Wednesday - Meet at George Owens 
Nature Park, 1601 S. Speck Rd. on August 
29.

Bring your family and friends and be 
part of Building A Healthier Independence. 

As part of a region-wide initiative, 
Independence will take part in a corridor 
planning process along U.S. 40 Highway. 
A consultant team will evaluate the entire 
corridor from Adams Dairy Parkway in 
Blue Springs to Kansas City on the 31st/
Linwood route.

The selected consultant is Design 
Workshop. Their experience includes a 
similar project in St Louis which spans  
several municipalities. 

A large portion of the 40 Highway 
corridor is in the city of Independence. 
The consulting team will be hosting stake-
holder meetings in late August to early 
September to gather input from business 
owners and residents along the route.  

In addition, the team will be conduct-
ing a detailed analysis of the intersection 
of Noland Road and 40 Highway. This 
analysis will determine how properties 
at the intersection could be enhanced to 
create economic, social and environmental 
benefits to surrounding neighborhoods.

The evaluation is being paid for by a 
grant from the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development in coopera-
tion with the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Federal Transit Admin-
istration. These three federal agencies 
joined forces to develop an initiative 
called Creating Sustainable Places (CSP).

Mid-America Regional Council of 
Governments (MARC) applied for the 
CSP grant in 2010 and received the award 
in 2011.  There will be six corridors evalu-
ated throughout the region.

The plans will consider three main fac-
tors – equity, environment and economy.  
The purpose is to create a region that is 
vibrant, connected and green.

Students from the School of Landscape 
Architecture will be assisting the consul-
tant with analysis of several features along 
the corridor.

If you are interested in participating in 
these stakeholder meetings, please contact 
Community Development at 325-7425 or 
email ccascone@indepmo.org to place 
your name on the contact list.



July 2012        CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene  CityScene Page 3

Enjoy the End of Summer With These 
Family-Friendly Events

MyIndependence
Now Available

Contest ends Sunday, September 9.  For 
a list of tourism attractions to spark your 

imagination, and for registration, rules and 
releases, go to www.examiner.net.

Questions? Call 325-7111

Independence Tourism and The Examiner want to see your best 
digital photos of Independence! Visit our historic attractions (or 
anywhere else in the City) and use your creativity, artistry and  
imagination to capture photos that make you feel good about liv-
ing in or visiting Independence. The adult contest will offer cash 
prizes of $300, $200, and $100. A second contest, Youth Images 
of Independence, offers photographers under age 18 a chance 
to compete for gift cards to Strikerz Entertainment Center. Reg-
istration, photo submission and judging will be done online for 
both contests.

MyIndependence is a new site-wide 
sign-on for the City’s web-
site, providing personalized 
access to a growing number 
of online City services.

The myIndependence 
bar is located across the 
top of every page of the City’s 
website, providing the ability for web-
site visitors to log in from anywhere.  
Using myIndependence allows you to 
securely manage your utility accounts, 
submit service requests and create a list 
of favorite places.

Utilities Online allows you to manage 
multiple utility acounts from one screen, 
including bill payment. Pay your bills 
faster by saving your preferred payment 
methods, view previous statements or 
even request new service online.

Signup for myIndependence at www.
independencemo.org. 

Feeling like there’s not a lot of calendar 
left for the things you want to do with 
your family before summer is over? Make 
those last days of August really count. If 
you’ve not explored the National Fron-
tier Trails Museum, discover the hows 
and whys of westward expansion during 
one of the “Mu-
seum Highlights” 
tours, led by staff 
at 2 p.m. every 
Thursday in Au-
gust. The walks 
are included with 
regular museum 
admission, $6 for 
adults, $5 seniors 
and $3 for ages 
6-17. 

Saturday, Au-
gust 4 is a big day at the 
museum, with Family 
Fun Day (wagon rides 
and refreshments included in admission all 
day), a workshop on Hispanic History and 
Art (10 a.m. to noon, $10 with reservations) 
and Investigating the Past (1 to 3 p.m., also 
$10 with reservations). 

Take a trip back in time with a Pioneer 
Trails Adventures covered wagon ride dur-
ing the children’s program at the Museum, 
“Wagons Ho!” on Wednesday, August 8 (10 
a.m., $7.50 with reservations) or bring the 
whole crew for an Evening Swales Walk 
and Wagon Ride on Thursday, August 30 (6 
p.m., $15 for adults, $12 for children with 
reservations). For details, call 325-7575 or 
go to www.frontiertrailsmuseum.org. 

Remember the Civil War and its legacy 
all day on Saturday, August 11. Start at the 
corner of Bess Wallace Truman Parkway 
and College in McCoy Park at 8:30 a.m. 
for an unveiling of interpretative panels 
focusing on African-American heritage in 
the historic “Neck” neighborhood. Watch 
for the new African-American walking trail 
brochure, which will be available soon. 

A second Truman Trolley will run that 
day and both trolleys will expand their 
regular route and narration to highlight the 
city’s African-American story.  The Truman 
Trolley will continue to run past many of 
the major sites through Saturday, August 
25. Fare is only $1.

Saturday, August 11 is also the 150th 
anniversary of the First Battle of Indepen-
dence. An hour-long covered wagon tour 

of the battlefield, combined with a tour of 
the 1859 Jail and Marshal’s Home Museum 
at 217 N. Main will be offered at 9 a.m., 
11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Cost is $30 for 
adults, $15 for kids under 12. Tickets for a 
special 4:45 p.m. tour include a delicious 
barbecue chuck wagon dinner and Civil 

War concert ($40 
for adults; $20 for 
children under 12). 
For reservations, 
call 254-2466 or 
go to www.pio-
neertrailsadven-
tures.com.

The National 
Frontier Trails 
Museum, 318 W. 
Pacific, will host 
a “Reverse Civil 

War Fashion Show” 
and Civil War panel 
discussion on the same 

date. Historians Tom Jewitt, Jim Beckner, 
Nancy Erlich and Mike Calvert will discuss 
the war and its impact on our area. The first 
fashion show and panel discussion will run 
from 10 a.m. to noon. The second session 
will be from 1 to 3 p.m. Call the Museum 
at 325-7575 for ticket information.  

Have you ever taken your kids or 
grandkids to see the hundreds of puppets 
and marionettes from around the world 
at the Puppetry Arts Institute at 11025 
E. Winner Road? Buy a $5 ticket for the 
Saturday, August 25 show and admission 
to the galleries is included. The classic 
story of “Treasure Island” is August’s tale, 
performed with vintage handmade puppets 
from the 1930s. For $5 more, kids can make 
their own hand puppet to take home for a 
special souvenir. Reservations to 833-9777 
are recommended.   

The Camaro Club of Kansas City is 
sponsoring a free show “Camaros on The 
Square” on Saturday, August 25. Classic 
Camaros from the 1960s will be displayed 
along with current models around The 
Square. There will be a raffle for a 1967 
Camaro and food and drink will be sold. 
Registration from 9 to 11 a.m.; judging 
from noon to 3 p.m.; and prizes awarded 
at 3:30 p.m. Call 816-525-0430 or go to 
www.camaroclubkc.com for more details.

For a complete list of August events, go 
to www.visitindependence.com. 

Take a ride with Pioneer Trails 
Adventures for a unique view of 
historic Independence.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 325-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7239 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Lucy Young At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly

Free disaster preparedness classes 
are held from 1-4 p.m. on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.  
• July 28  - “Children & Disasters”
• August 25  -  “Earthquake
                           Preparedness”

Call the Office of Emergency Prepared-
ness at 325-7167 to register.

You have control - Not the disaster.


