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Mayor Don Reimal presents a plaque to 
Army Colonel Bo Wisdom, 139th Medi-
cal Brigade, Independence.

Go to City7.TV to view the Harry S. Tru-
man Award for Public Service Program

Guest Speaker Ike Skelton, former U.S. 
Representative for Missouri’s 4th Con-
gressional District and former chairman 
of the House Armed Services Committee 
received the Truman Award in 2006.

Final Phase of
Electric Rate 
Changes July 1

Veterans of Iraq, Afghanistan
Receive 2012 Truman Award

The 2012 Harry S. Tru-
man Award for Public Ser-
vice was presented May 8 
to representatives of the 
armed forces who served 
during the Iraq and Afghani-
stan wars. 

During the ceremony 
held at the Harry S. Truman 
Museum & Library, 500 W. 
U.S. Highway 24, represen-
tatives from the Van Horn 
High School ROTC posted 
the colors, and the National 
Anthem was presented by 
the American Legion Band 
of Greater Kansas City.

The City of Indepen-
dence is home to Battery D 
1st Battalion 129th Field Artillery-Truman’s Own and the Sergeant Charles R. 
Long United States Army Reserve Center.

Following recognition of the military units in attendance, guests heard re-
marks from Brigadier General Dr. John Owen, Brigadier General Scott Vander 
Hamm, Brigadier General Eric Overturf, Colonel Bo Wisdom, Colonel Greg 
Champagne, Lieutenant Commander Jeffrey Linville, Captain Paul Howerton 
and Sergeant First Class Larry Hicks.

Following retrieving of the colors, guests joined the military personnel  for 
a reception honoring the award recipients in the east Atrium of the Library.

Previous award recipients have included: Madeleine Albright, 2007; Richard 
A. Gephardt, 2008; William Jefferson Clinton, 2009; Christopher “Kit” Bond, 
2010; and Mary Jean Eisenhower, 2011.

The fifth and final phase of the City 
Council-approved electric rate increase 
will take effect on July 1, 2012. This in-
crease is set at 5 percent and will be used 
to offset the rising costs of maintaining 
IPL’s facilities.  The last increase was in 
July 2011.  

“Utilities are facing rising maintenance 
costs as well as increased costs associated 
with replacing old facilities,” Power & 
Light Director Leon Daggett said. “To 
continue delivering electricity reliably, 
we must maintain our facilities and this 
work has become more costly.” 

“While costs of doing business have 
gone up, customers can lessen the rate 
impact on their utility bill by reducing 
the amount of electricity used,” he stated. 

Daggett noted customers can reduce 
electricity costs through energy efficiency 
measures such as:  
• Adjusting thermostat settings 
• Weatherizing residences 
• Replacing incandescent lights with 

compact fluorescent lights 
• Making sure air conditioning equip-

ment is operating efficiently 
In addition, customers can take ad-

vantage of Power & Light programs and 
services including:  
• Web-based tools including an online 

energy audit, energy calculator and energy 
efficiency information through “Energy 
Depot”
• Home Energy Loan Program (HELP)
• Rebates for qualifying high efficient 

heat pumps and air conditioner equipment
• Home weatherization for income quali-

fied household
• Free “Energy Savers” booklets

To learn more about ways IPL can help 
you reduce energy consumption and save 
money on your electric bill, visit Power 
& Light on the internet at www.indepen-
dencemo.org/pl.



Celebrate an Old-Fashioned Patriotic July

Integrated Transit System Begins July 2
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Baseball, miniature flags, patrioti-
cally-decorated bikes and a spectacular 
fireworks display popping in the sky, ac-
companied by our own community band 
playing “The Stars and Stripes Forever” 
– what could be more all-American than 
Independence this July?  

Dress your kids in their brightest red, 
white and blues, dig out your bells and 
let them stroll or ride their scooters or 
bikes in the 10th annual “Let Freedom 
Ring” children’s parade on Wednesday, 
July 4. Gather at the parking lot at 23rd 
Street and Main at 9:30 a.m., then join the 
crowd as the parade heads up Main Street 
to The Square. The parade will end at 11 
a.m. with special activities and treats for 
children. 

Watch City 7 or your local news and  
check the City’s website for details on 
the annual July 4 fireworks show and 
traditional music concert by the Spirit of 
Independence Concert Band. Gates will 
open at 8 p.m. and the free show will begin  
at dusk, around 9:45 p.m.

At 9 a.m. Saturday, July 7, head to 
Crysler Stadium, 2301 S. Crysler, for the 
“Legends of Crysler Stadium” ceremony. 

During this special event, the jerseys of 10 
MLB players who played high school and 
American Legion games at the stadiums 
will be retired. Those players are Albert 
Pujols, David Haas, Rick Sutcliff, Russ 
Morman, Brian McRae, Dusty Wathan, 
Brad Ziegler, Mort Cooper, Don Bus-
chhorn and Walker Cooper.

Following the ceremony, Independence 
high school and American Legion baseball 
teams will offer a baseball skills clinic for 
youth ages 8-14. From 10:30 a.m. to noon, 
skills such as outfielding, pitching, base 
running, tee work, batting and infield skills 
will be taught. Cost is $5 per person. For 
more information, contact Jeremy Rogers 
at 325-7839 or jrogers@indepmo.org.

Wind down that night by relaxing to 
the music of the Southern rock-inspired  
Christian band Third Day, in concert at 
the Independence Events Center, 19100 E. 
Valley View Parkway. This popular group 
of musicians boasts multiple platinum 
records and many Dove and Grammy 
awards. The concert begins at 7 p.m. 
Tickets range from $25-$35, plus facility 
and service fees. Go to www.ticketmaster.
com or call 800-745-3000.

The Major League Baseball All Stars 
game is coming to Kauffman Stadium 
Tuesday, July 10. Stir up your baseball 
fever with a dose of presidential flair be-
fore the big day by exploring “Presidential 
Pitch: Harry Truman and Baseball.” This 
temporary exhibit at the Harry S. Tru-
man Library and Museum, 500 W. U.S. 
Highway 24, focuses on the ties between 
two great American institutions - Harry S. 
Truman and baseball. The exhibit begins 
Friday, June 29, runs through Sunday, 
July 15 and is included with paid museum 
admission.

Continuing the old-fashioned Ameri-
cana flavor of July, round up your crew 
for a day 
full of trea-
sure hunt-
ing under 
the shady 
w a l n u t 
trees at the 
Bingham-
Waggoner’s 
25th annual 
A n t i q u e 
and Craft Fair. The Fair is set for Saturday, 
July 14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the Es-
tate’s spacious grounds at 313 W. Pacific. 

Browse through booths full of hand-
made crafts, antiques, collectibles, dolls, 
jewelry and more from the best midwest 
vendors and enjoy live entertainment, 
including the Spirit of Independence Con-
cert Band. As always, expect to find fresh 
kettle corn, walking tacos, hamburgers 
and hotdogs, soft drinks and those famous 
homemade cookies from the volunteer 
booth. Parking and admission are free. 
Call 461-3491 if you’d like to rent a booth. 

For a complete list of tourism attrac-
tions and events, go to www.visitindepen-
dence.com or call the Tourism Department 
at 325-7111. 

The Bingham-Waggoner Estate

Community Development hosted a se-
ries of public Open House meetings May 
17-19 for current and future riders of the 
Transit System.  
Riders’ positive 
and construc-
tive feedback 
on routes and 
schedules have 
both improved 
and enhanced the exciting new system.

Beginning June 4 the final schedules 
and printable brochures will be available 
on the City transit webpage along with 
Ride Guides and contact information for 
the City’s operator, First Transit.  

Monthly bus pass sales will begin Fri-
day, June 15; the new monthly pass will 
be good for a period of 31 days from first 
use.  Beginning in July, passes will also be 
available at both Hy-Vee and Price Chop-
per locations in Independence.

On Saturday, June 23 anyone can 
“Try-A-Ride.” The first two regularly-
scheduled round trips will be run on each 
colored route.  Most routes begin operat-
ing between 8 and 9 and will end between 

11 and 12 that morning.  
Riders can get on and off at all regular-

ly scheduled destinations during the Try-
A-Ride event. 
Stay tuned to 
the City’s web-
site or Face-
book page for 
more informa-
tion.

Monday, June 25, the City Council 
Study Session will have an in-depth 
presentation on the Integrated Transit 
System; the presentation will air live on 
City 7.  

The presentation will be rebroadcast 
on City 7 and available for download at 
www.independencemo.org. 

Current local service with the KCATA 
will be available through June 30. The 
KCATA will continue to operate the 24 
route hourly and the 15X (formerly the 
24X) into Kansas City. The KCATA will 
also continue to be the contact for Share-
A-Fare trips.

For more information, call Community 
Development at 816-325-7109.
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Energy Assistance Programs Available

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Nets 78,450 lbs.

As utility rates increase, more residents 
become concerned about the costs associ-
ated with operating their homes. 

Common questions include: Should I 
insulate? Should I replace windows? Is 
it time to install a new furnace or a new 
air-conditioner? 

Before you decide on a project to start 
saving energy, be sure to investigate 
programs which provide assistance in 
implementing energy conservation mea-
sures (ECMs). 

Independence Power and Light offers 
a rebate program for high efficiency air-
conditioners and heat pump water heaters.  

The Independence Home Energy Loan 
Program (HELP) is available to home-
owners within the City of Independence.  
Customers are offered low interest loans 
for certain ECMs, and Missouri Gas En-
ergy offers bill credits for energy audits 
and the implementation of at least one 

The 15th annual Household Hazard-
ous Waste Collection held April 7 in 
Independence was extremely successful. 
A total of 614 vehicles, representing 620 
households, delivered 78,450 pounds of 
waste products for proper disposal.

Water Pollution Control Director Dick 
Champion said every year Independence 
has the single largest collection event 
sponsored by any city in the region.

The Kansas City Missouri Regional 

Remember when the internet was young? In April 1996 the City of Independence 
welcomed 226 visitors to its brand-new internet website. 

An article in the September 1996 CityScene said “Future plans include helping 
citizens conduct business with the City, being able to submit ideas to the City Council 
and sending comments about staff.” Things have progressed in 15 years!

The City now averages 129,000 visitors to the website each month. More than half 
of all utility billing payments are received through the website. In the last 12 months 
about $20 million was paid with online transactions. 

The Action Center has more than 50 ways citizens can interact with the City. Ev-
erything from reporting dangerous buildings to requesting help to start a neighborhood 
watch is included.  Requests are entered directly into the internal tracking system which 
routes the request to the appropriate City staff.

The City’s website mission is to serve as a government portal that provides visitors 
with access to the information and services needed in daily life. There are now more 
than 20 different online services available. 

Visit www.independencemo.org to see how the City can help you.

City’s Website Use Continues to Rise

Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
reported that Independence residents de-

livered an average of 127.77 pounds per 
car.  The types of products dropped off 
in the largest quantities were paint, oil, 
pesticides/toxics, aerosol cans, and car 
batteries.  The Independence Police De-
partment was also on hand and collected 
gun powder, ammunition, fireworks, and 
a firearm.  

Call Water Pollution Control at 325-
7711 for information about other mobile 
collections throughout the year.

qualifying measure.
Before you start, gather information. 

Some programs require an energy audit 
to identify ECMs which would provide 
the greatest benefit.  Information is avail-
able through the HELP website at www.
independencehelp.org and MGE’s website 
at www.hpwes.net.  These sites will have 
links to auditors, programs, and participat-
ing contractors.  

With this information, determine which 
program or programs will best work for 
you. Read and understand the rules of the 
program before committing or spending 
any money. If you have questions, contact 
the administrator of the program.

The Low-Income Weatherization Pro-
gram is available at no charge to those with 
incomes below 200% of the area median.  
Information on this program can be found 
at www.independencemo.org/ComDev/
FCHRP.aspx.

“I like to walk to school because it’s fun 
and it gives you good exercise!”

That is just one of the opinions shared 
by about 40 students from Santa Fe Trail 
Elementary School, 1301 Windsor, who 
have held three Walk to School days this 
year, most recently on May 15.  

Maria Jonas, physical education teacher 
at Santa Fe, said improvements made by 
the City to Santa Fe Park and the streets 
around the park have made it possible for 
the students to walk to school.

“We are trying to promote healthy life-
styles for our school community and so we 
appreciate the improvements,” Jonas said.  
“The kids love it.”

Santa Fe Elementary also joined schools 
from around the world last fall to celebrate 
an International Walk to School Day.  

Walk to School events work to create 
safer routes for walking and bicycling and 
emphasize the importance of increasing 
physical activity among children. Pedes-
trian safety, traffic congestion, concern for 
the environment and building connections 
between families, schools and the broader 
community are also part of the program. 

For more local information, please call 
Alicia Nelson at 325-7006 or 325-7185.

Additional program information can be 
found at www.walktoschool.org and www.
saferoutesinfo.org.

Walking To School
Fun for Kids
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 325-7824	
Municipal Court 325-7239 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
   Don Reimal 325-7027
City	Council	Office	 325-7022
Councilmembers
   Marcie Gragg District 1
   Curt Dougherty District 2
   Myron Paris District 3
   Eileen Weir District 4
   Jim Schultz At Large
   Lucy Young At Large
City Manager
   Robert Heacock 325-7170

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly

Free disaster preparedness classes 
are held from 1-4 p.m. on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.  
• June 23  - “Preventing and Treating 

Bites After a Disaster”
• July 28  -  “Children & Disasters”

Call the Office of Emergency Prepared-
ness at 325-7167 to register. You have 
control - Not the disaster.


