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              Transit Changes On The Way

Public Works is gear-
ing up for the summer 
construction season with 
several projects. 

A neighborhood storm 
drainage and sewer sys-
tem improvement project 
is planned in the Susque-
hanna area near Redwood and Ute. Work 
will be coordinated into one project, which 
should  reduce inconvenience to the neigh-
borhood.  

Radmacher Brothers Excavating was 
awarded the construction contract for 
$1,061,905. The project will install 1,900 
feet of new storm sewer pipe and 35 inlets. 
There will be 2,400 feet of new sewer pipe 
and 13 sewer manholes installed as part of 
the project.  

Construction will also occur at three ma-
jor intersections to repair or install concrete 
pavement. Broken sections of concrete will 
be removed and replaced at the intersec-
tions of Noland Road and Truman Road, 
and at Noland Road and Walnut. 

A new concrete driving surface will be 
installed on Sterling Avenue at 24 High-
way.  V.F. Anderson Builders was awarded 
a construction contract for $245,570 to 
complete this work.  The street work will 
require some travel lanes to be closed dur-
ing construction.

Plans are underway to start a street over-
lay program this summer, as well as two 
sidewalk projects. Most of the sidewalks 
in the Englewood Arts District will be re-
placed.  Sidewalk improvements will also 
be made along Crackerneck Road next to 
William Yates Elementary School.

Weather and emergency shelters are 
being built at George Owens Nature Park 
and McCoy Park to provide shelter for 
park users in threatening weather. At other 
times, the buildings will be used for multi-
purpose activities.  A grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency is being 
used to pay for the majority of the project.  
Construction is being done by R.L. Phillips 
Construction at a cost of $1,451,120.

Independence is excited to announce new details about the enhanced bus 
service scheduled to begin Monday, July 2.  For the past few months, City staff 
has been working with the new service provider, First Transit, to order buses, 
create schedules and produce maps of routes and bus stops for the new sys-
tem. Riders will continue to see enhancements from signage to benches and 
shelters throughout the first year of operation.

First Transit and the City will hold open house public meetings at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple St. from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 17 and 
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Friday, May 18. An open house will also be held from 1 to 
3 p.m. on Saturday, May 19 at The Palmer Center, 218A N. Pleasant.

Proposed schedules and route maps will be available at the open house 
meetings and staff will be present to answer questions about the service. 
Ongoing updates and information can be found on the City’s website at www.
independencemo.org/comdev/Story.aspx?id=2564 and on the City’s government 
access cable channel, City 7.

The recent “Name the Bus” contest received a lot of interest and the new 
logo and name will be unveiled during the open house meetings.

Current Dial-A-Ride customers have been mailed a letter outlining service 
changes and can call (816) 325-7399 for more information.

A special “Try a Ride” Day will be held Saturday, June 23 for riders to try a 
sample of the routes for free. In addition, a program describing each route and 
related destinations will be produced and broadcast on City 7 beginning the 
week of June 25.

The City has been working closely with the KCATA to refine the 24 and 24X 
routes to integrate and enhance the local fixed routes.  Information on the new 
commuter enhancements can be found at www.kcata.org/maps_schedules/
metro_2012_-_implementation_schedule/.

More information about the new bus service will be published throughout the 
next few months as Independence makes the transition to a dedicated transit 
system for its residents.



Head Outdoors For These June Events

NSP Offers Home-Buying Opportunities
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Saturday, June 2 promises to be a day 
of events Independence residents won’t 
want to miss, with four high profile spe-
cial events planned. Why not clear your 
calendar and make a day of it? 

Early risers are invited to the 16th 
Annual "Breakfast on the Trails" at the 
Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W. Pa-
cific.  Did you know the 
families who lived in the 
grand home were able 
to sit on the wraparound 
porch and watch thou-
sands of covered wagons 
head west on the Santa 
Fe Trail?  

Think back to years 
past and listen to music 
of the times and enjoy 
the simple pleasures of 
a home-style breakfast served around a 
chuck wagon like those that traveled along 
the swales on the grounds.

Scrambled eggs, sausage, country fried 
potatoes, French toast sticks and bever-
ages will be served from 7 to 10 a.m. for 
only $8 for adults and $5 for children 10 
and under. The estate will also be having 

an old-fashioned bake sale, so come hun-
gry and leave rested and well fed. While 
at the estate, visit the gift shop and tour 
the home for a discount of $1.00 off the 
normal price. Reservations are required, 
so call 461-3491 soon.

After you’ve eaten your fill, head up 
to The Square for a chance to peer under 

the hood of elegant im-
ported British sports cars, 
from classic to modern. 
Although this is a first 
for The Square, this year 
marks the 23rd year for 
the Annual Heartland MG 
Regional car show. You’ll 
see MGs and Triumphs in 
this free show from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. If you own a Brit-
ish sports car you’d like to 

display, registration information can be 
found at www.heartlandmgregional.com.  

After enjoying the sight of all these 
dream cars, stroll into one of the many fine 
shops and restaurants on The Square. For 
more information, call the Independence 
Square Association office at 461-0065.  

June 2 also marks the return of the Vaile 

Strawberry Festival, at 1500 N. Liberty 
featuring strawberry floats, strawberry 
shortcake and strawberries and ice 
cream! Admission to the grounds and 
entertainment are free. 

Wander among nearly 100 booths 
of vendors offering flea market finds, 
crafts, flowers, bedding plants and 
antiques on the spacious lawn of this 
gracious home. To rent booth space, call 
Karen Plourde at 816-289-7859. 

During the Festival, music and dance 
groups will provide lively entertain-
ment every half hour starting at 9 a.m. 
Performers include dance and ballet 
studio students, dulcimer, accordion 
and fiddle players, the Missouri Town 
1855 Village Dancers, and the Spirit of 
Independence Concert band.

Hot dogs, turkey sandwiches, cold 
drinks and freshly-made kettle corn will 
be sold and children can make a craft at 
the “Children’s Corner” for a nominal 
fee. Vintage cars will also be on display. 

For $5, visitors can hop aboard a 
carriage ride operated by Pioneer Trails 
Adventures. Home tours will be offered 
all day for a cost of $6 for adults and 
$3 for children. For a relaxed parking 
experience, opt for the free shuttle from 
William Chrisman High School, 1223 
N. Noland, which runs between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.  For details, go to www.
vailemansion.org.

Cap off a perfect day by sitting back 
and relaxing to the glorious strains of 
live choral music at the “Then Sings my 
Soul Choral Festival” at 7 p.m. in the 
Community of Christ Temple, 201 S. 
River.  Top singers and choirs from the 
bi-state area will combine their voices 
under the direction of Craig Jessop, best 
known for his tenure as the music direc-
tor of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 
There is no charge, although a freewill 
offering will be accepted. For details, 
call 833-1000 or go to www.CofChrist.
org/dome_spire/calendar.asp.

Remember, all of these events of-
fer lots of photo opportunities for the 
Images of Independence annual photo 
contest!  For rules, registration and 
prizes, go to www.examiner.net. 

For a complete schedule of tourism 
events during June, go to www.visitin-
dependence.com or call Independence 
Tourism at 325-7111. 

Enjoy a delicious breakfast 
at the Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate on June 2.

Calling all home buyers!  The In-
dependence Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program (NSP) has a number of 
substantially rehabilitated and newly 
constructed single-family homes 
on the market in western 
Independence. 

The NSP is a federal-
ly funded initiative, which 
makes targeted investments 
in residential areas that have 
been impacted by the mortgage 
foreclosure crisis.  

To purchase an NSP home, b u y -
ers must be able to qualify for a mortgage 
and must have a household income that 
does not exceed 120% of the area me-
dian income (based on household size).   
For example, this means a two-person 
household would be subject to an annual 
income limit of $69,400 to qualify, but a 
four-person household could earn up to 
$86,750.  

Properties for sale through the NSP 
program range from modest one-story re-
habs with new roofs, updated mechanical 

systems and appliances to fully-modern-
ized and energy-efficient two-story rehabs 
with finished basements and garages.  

New constructions with three 
bedrooms, two-car garages, 
and Energy Star certification 
are also available starting at 
$109,000.  All properties are 
located in the Independence 
School District.  Homes lo-
cated in certain areas may 

also come with 15 years of 
real estate property tax abatement.  
NSP homes currently on the market  

include:
• 919 Brookside
• 1902 Evanston
• 200 N. Hardy
• 205 N. Hardy
• 710 S. Overton
• 712 S. Overton
For more information about the Inde-

pendence Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program, contact the Community Devel-
opment Department at (816) 325-7397 or 
by email:  cleakey@indepmo.org.  



Celebrate The Fifth Annual EcoFest at Waterfall Park
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Garage and Yard Sale Guidelines

Get Ready to Slide
Into Summer!

Sponsored by:

Garage and yard sales are popping up all over! If clear-
ing out household clutter with a sale is in your plans this 
year, please follow these regulations:

• No permit is required to hold a sale, but you are lim-
ited to no more than two sales per calendar year.

• A sale may not be longer than three consecutive days.
• A garage or yard sale may not be used to sell items 

purchased for resale.
• No signs, flyers, directions, etc. may be placed in any 

street right-of-way or on any public property including street signs and posts, traffic 
signs, or on any public utility pole.

• Any sign properly placed on private property must be removed on or before the 
last day of the sale. The person conducting the sale is responsible for removing the signs.

If you and your neighbors decide to hold a group of sales on the same day, keep 
safety in mind. The Fire Department recommends keeping streets clear for emergency 
vehicles. If your neighborhood is planning a large garage sale event, call 325-7123 to 
notify the Fire Department in advance.

Adventure Oasis Water Park, 2100 
Hub Dr. (north of 23rd Street and west 
of M-291), will open for the season on 
Saturday, May 26 with a variety of enter-
tainment options. 

Morning and evening session swim 
lessons, aqua boot class, lap swimming, 
and river walking programs are available 
throughout the summer.

Adventure Oasis also offers party pack-
ages for birthdays and other celebrations. 
Season passes and 5-punch passes are 
currently on sale at the Truman Memo-
rial Building, 416 W. Maple Ave., and the 
Roger T. Sermon Community Center, 201 
N. Dodgion Avenue.

For more information about the wa-
ter park and other 
summer activities, 
call 325-7370 or visit 
www.independence-
mo.org/parksandrec/
AdvenOasis.aspx.

Looking for a 
fun, free way to 
spend time with 
your family on Sat-
urday, June 2?

  Head out to the 
beautiful 80-acre 
Waterfall Park at 
4501 S. Bass Pro 
Dr., from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. for lots of free, 
eco-friendly family fun 

at the fifth annual Inde-
pendence EcoFest – “It’s All 
About Water!”

This environmental edu-
cation festival is designed to 
teach children and families 
the importance of preserv-

ing and protecting our natural 
resources and the environment 
in an entertaining and interactive 

format. 
 “EcoFest offers a variety 

of engaging activities that 
emphasize the importance 
of water quality, local water-
sheds, ground water, drinking 
water, wastewater and storm 
water (rain water) manage-

ment, energy and natural re-
source conservation,” Water Pol-

lution Control Director 
Dick Champion said.  

In addition to the 
many eco-activities, 

entertainment will abound. This year’s 
festival will feature fan favorite eco-
entertainers including the EcoStreet char-
acters, Stan Slaughter “Eco Troubadour” 
and the Green Spirit Band, EcoElvis, and 
the ReCycle Cycle.  The Kansas City Kite 
Club will again brighten up the park with 
colorful banners and kites.  

Additionally, interactive displays such 
as edible ice cream aquifers, a stream 
table demonstrating stream bank erosion 
and water-themed games will be located 
along the park trail.  

Festival goers will collect stickers for 
their Eco-Passports by answering quiz 
questions as they visit various exhibit 
booths throughout the park. Participants 
will receive a free t-shirt for completed 
Eco-Passports and there will be lots of free 
giveaways throughout the festival.

EcoFest is sponsored in partnership 
with the Missouri Department of Conser-
vation (MDC), Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR), U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS), U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, Little Blue River Water-
shed Coalition and several local groups.

Admission to Independence EcoFest 
is free. For more information, visit www.
independencemo.org/ecofest or call WPC 
at (816) 325-7711.

Last year nearly 500 visitors 
attended EcoFest.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Eileen Weir District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Lucy Young At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 325-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7239 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

Disaster Preparedness 
Classes Held Monthly

Free disaster preparedness classes 
are held from 1-4 p.m. on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.  

• May 26  - “Earthquakes”
• June 23  - “Preventing and Treating 

Bites After a Disaster”

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 325-7167 to register. You 
have control - Not the disaster.


