
April 2012
Volume 19  Number 4

Informing Citizens

When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.

www.independencemo.org
City of Independence, MO

CityScene
              

President Harry Truman will 
greet visitors on Saturday, 
May 5. 

See Birthday, Page 3
National Frontier Trails Museum 

Happy Birthday, Harry!
Independence is “Wild About Har-

ry!” On Saturday, May 5, the City of 
Independence, National Parks Ser-
vice, Harry S. Truman Library and Mu-
seum and the historic Independence 
Square will partner to honor President 
Harry Truman with an all-American 
hometown birthday celebration. 

This event will be an interactive cel-
ebration of the life and 
times of Harry Truman 
and the amazing story 
of how he transformed 
the lives of everyday 
American citizens, in-
cluding women and 
African-Americans, 
during the 1940s post-
war era. Events on The 
Square are free.
•	 10 a.m. The day’s 

festivities begin with 
a Shriner ’s parade. 
Wave your flag and 
hold up your campaign poster. (Both 
will be distributed just before the 
parade.)
•	 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Shop and dine 

on The Square, where businesses will 
be decorated in honor of President 
Truman. Truman-themed merchan-
dise will be sold ($1 to $3) and cars 
from the 1940s will be on display.

•	 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Free tours 
will be offered at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 409 N. Liberty, where Harry 
and Bess were married and where 
they worshiped for many years.
•	 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Hop on the 

Truman Trolley, which will run a circuit 
from The Square to many tourism at-
tractions. With a nod to Truman’s fa-

mous sign “The Buck 
Stops Here,” ride all 
day for only a buck 
($1) per person.
•	 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. The following 
attractions will lower 
their admission pric-
es to a buck all day: 
Bingham-Waggoner 
Estate, 313 W. Pacific; 
Vaile Mansion, 1500 
N. Liberty; 1859 Jail 
and Marshal’s Home, 
217 N. Main; Harry S. 

Truman Library and Museum, 500 
W.  U.S. 24 Highway;  Puppetry Arts 
Institute, 11025 E. Winner Road; Na-
tional Frontier Trails Museum, 318 W. 
Pacific; Harry S. Truman Home Na-
tional Historic Site, 219 N. Delaware 
(buy tickets at the Truman Visitor 
Center, 223 N. Main) and Leila's Hair 

City Tap Water Receives Bronze Medal  

 The drinking water for thousands of 
Independence and Eastern Jack-
son County residents has been 
rated the best tap water in the 
area and the third best in the 
world!    

The City of Independence 
Water took home the bronze 
at the 22nd annual Berkeley 
Springs International Water Tast-
ing contest held February 23-26 in 

Berkeley Springs, WV.  
The Independence water was 
shipped to the competition, the 

world’s largest and longest-
running water tasting contest.

“We are fortunate to have 
an excellent water source and 
staff who work tirelessly for 

our customers,” Water Depart-
ment Director Dan Montgomery 

said. “This recognition is something any 

community would appreciate.”
Eleven media judges spent hours tast-

ing and selecting from among 77 waters 
sourced in 20 states and nine foreign 
countries.  There were 32 municipal 
waters from a dozen states, Canada and 
South Korea. 

For more information on Indepen-
dence Water, contact Karen Kelley at 
kkelley@indepmo.org or call 816-325-
7698.

“A Night At The 
Museum” at NFTM

Enjoy the evening Saturday, May 12, 
exploring the National Frontier Trails 
Museum at 318 W. Pacific and visiting 
with those who shaped our pioneer legacy.

From 6:30 to 9 p.m. visitors can interact 
with both famous historical figures and 
ordinary people as they share their stories.

Appearing will be Senator Thomas Hart 
Benton, mountain man Jim Bridger, Sho-
shone guide Sacagawea, trader and trapper 
William Becknell, a pioneer mother and 
son, a gold rush widow, a blacksmith, a fur 
trapper and other surprise guests.

Savor tasty hors d’oeuvres and bev-
erages, listen to folk music and bid at 
a silent auction of vintage collectables, 
unusual books, artifact replicas and other 
curious and unique items. Bidding ends 
at 8:30 p.m.

This fundraiser is sponsored by the 
Friends of the National Frontier Trails 
Museum.  Cost is $25 per person with 
the proceeds going toward new museum 
exhibits and displays.  Call 816-325-7575 
for reservations.



Cooking Up A Clog

May is Historic Preservation Month

Got Drugs?
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Most of us take our sanitary sewer ser-
vice for granted, that is, until something 
goes wrong.  When grease is poured down 
a kitchen sink drain, it doesn’t always 
make it out of the house.

Even hot grease accompanied by lots 
of hot water is going to cool into a lump 
somewhere.  If it makes it out of the house 
plumbing, it may not get through the 
service lateral or the neighborhood main 
sewer line.  Grease clings to the insides of 
pipes and catches other debris, eventually 
forming a clog.  

When sewer lines get stopped up, 
wastewater backs up.  Back-ups are messy 
and unhealthy no matter where they hap-
pen – in houses, yards or streets.

Excessive oil and grease discharges can 
also interfere with our sewage treatment 
plant processes.

Resisting the temptation to eat greasy 
foods may be tough, but fortunately, pre-
venting clogged drains can be simple.  You 
can employ several practices to prevent 
grease blockages and to help keep your 
lines cleaner.  

Drain kitchen greases and oils into 
a jar or can, seal tightly and dispose of 
them in your trash.  You may need to wrap 
containers in newspaper or paper towels 
to absorb possible spills during handling.  
Do not drain fried foods in the sink, and 
do not pour oil and grease left over from 
cooking down the drain.  

Particularly greasy pans and dishes 
can be wiped off with paper towels be-
fore washing. Prescraping into the trash 
before placing items in the dishwasher 
can reduce the amount of grease that goes 
down drains.   

Drain cleaners containing enzymes and 
bacterial agents can be used to remove ac-
cumulation inside drain lines.  For preven-
tion of build-up, the weekly use of vinegar 
and baking soda to keep drains clean is an 
environmentally-friendly practice.

In the garage and workshop, clean up 
any spills or leaks of oil and fluids and 
prevent them from entering floor drains.  
Do not use sinks to clean parts and tools. 

Cat litter is an inexpensive material 
which can be used to soak up oil spills 

on the floor.  Used automotive oil and 
automotive fluids can be recycled; there 
are many convenient drop-off locations 
available both in Independence and at 
the household hazardous waste facility in 
Kansas City at 4707 Deramus.

To keep your drains in shape, consider 
these tips: 

• Use your kitchen garbage disposal 
as little as possible. It’s a big water-waster 
and the extra solids in sewer lines add 
more clogging potential.

• Try an environmentally-friendly 
(and pipe-friendly) drain opener. Pour ¼ 
cup of baking soda down the drain fol-
lowed by ½ cup of white vinegar. After a 
few minutes, follow it with boiling water.  
This should be done at least weekly.

• Scrape dirty dishes over the trash 
can or the grease jar before placing them 
in the sink or dishwasher.

Help protect our homes and the envi-
ronment through the proper disposal of 
used grease and oil.  For more information 
on protecting your sewer lines, dispos-
ing of household hazardous waste, or to 
receive a free brochure titled “Fat-Free 
Sewers,” contact Water Pollution Control 
at 325-7711 or visit our website for more 
information at www.independencemo.org/
wpc/automotive.aspx. 

This years’ theme for Historic Pres-
ervation Month is “Discover America’s 
Hidden Gems.” The theme is chosen each 
year by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation to reflect nationwide trends 
and efforts in preser-
vation. Local citizens, 
tourists, students, and 
preservation enthusiasts 
are encouraged to experi-
ence unexplored historic 
treasures throughout the 
United States.   

Thousands of partici-
pating communities will 
demonstrate the impor-
tance of the nation's heri-
tage by hosting tours of 
historic destinations, con-
ducting heritage educa-
tion programs, promoting 
historic home ownership, and supporting 
community revitalization.

To promote and celebrate preservation 
in Independence, the City is sponsoring 
numerous events throughout the month of 
May. Some of the City’s regional heritage 
partners include the National Park Service, 
the Jackson County Historical Society, the 

Midwest Genealogy Center, and the Civil 
War Roundtable of Western Missouri. 

This year's events include a series of 
lunch ‘n learn lectures on such topics as 
the Santa Fe Trail, conserving Missouri 

cemeteries, and the Civil 
War’s First Battle of In-
dependence. 

There will also be 
tours of the Noland 
Home at 216 N. Dela-
ware Avenue and the 
Wallace home at 605 W. 
Truman Road. 

 Other events include 
a children’s program at 
the Harry S. Truman 
National Historic Site at 
219 N. Delaware, City 
Council presentation of 

the 2012 Hickman Preser-
vation Awards on Monday, April 16, and 
a full day of preservation and heritage 
lectures at the Midwest Genealogy Center 
on Saturday, May 19. Most events are free. 

For a quick-reference calendar or more 
detailed information go to  www.indepmo.
org/ComDev/HistoricPreservation.aspx   
or call (816) 325-7419.  

The Independence Police Department 
is joining thousands of other law en-
forcement agencies across the country in 
the Drug Enforcement Administration’s 
annual national prescription drug “Take-
Back” effort on Saturday, April 28.

Police Major Terry Storey said the 
Independence collection site will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the parking lot 
north of City Hall, 111 E. Maple, where 
the public can bring unused, unwanted 
or expired prescription drugs for safe 
disposal with no questions asked and at 
no cost to them.  People will be able to 
drop their drugs off in a drive-through lane 
without leaving their vehicles.  

“This is an opportunity for the public 
to safely empty out medicine cabinets of 
drugs that are no longer needed or have 
expired, including prescription drugs that 
contain controlled substances,” Major 
Storey said. 

For more information contact Major 
Storey at 325-7332.

The Noland Home at 216 N. 
Delaware Avenue.
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Birthday                           Continued from Page 1

Pets In The Park at Waterfall Park
Join the fun at 

Pets in the Park 
from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 19 at 
Waterfall Park, 
4501 S. Bass Pro 
Drive. The Inde-
pendence Animal 
Shelter is partner-
ing with Bass Pro 

Shops, Cruise Planners, The Examiner, 
Independence Kiwanis, the Missouri 
Mavericks and Independence Parks & 
Recreation for this annual event.

Registration for pet owners 12 and 
younger begins at 10 a.m. for the Pet 
Judging. Categories include Pet with 

Best Trick, Most Unique Pet and Best 
Look-a-Like (pet/owner). The one-mile 
pet parade around the lake will start at 
11 a.m.  Entry in the parade is free, but 
participants are asked to donate an item 
for the Independence Animal Shelter 
such as collars, treats, pet toys, etc.

Results of the Pet Judging and Paws & 
Claws Photo Contest will be announced 
at 11:30 a.m. and attendance prizes will 
be awarded.

Pet owners can visit with local ven-
dors about pet products and services or 
take advantage of $10 micro-chipping 
and $5 rabies vaccinations.  Pets will 
also be available for adoption. If the walk 
around the lake gives you an appetite, hot 
dogs, chips and drinks will be  offered 

for purchase.
For more information about the Paws 

& Claws Photo Contest, call 816-254-
8600. Visit The Examiner’s website at 
www.examiner.net to upload pictures 
or to cast your vote for the cutest. For 
more information about Pets in the Park, 
contact Parks & Recreation at 816-325-
7370.

Museum, 1333 S. Noland.  (Note: the 
Truman Trolley does not visit the Pup-
petry Arts Institute or Hair Museum.) 
•	 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. President 

Truman rode the train often, especially 
during his whistle stop re-election 
campaign. The nearby Chicago & 
Alton 1879 Depot at 318 W. Pacific 
hearkens back to the days of Harry’s 
love affair with trains by celebrating 
National Train Day. Watch operating 
model trains and enjoy free cake and 
punch from 1 to 3 p.m. Just across the 
street, the Bingham-Waggoner Estate 
will be hosting a giant yard sale from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
•	 Noon to 1 p.m. Visit with his-

toric re-enactors, including “Harry” and 

“Bess,” listen to music of the 1940s, 
watch skits and see a demonstration 
of a Truman marionette. Step back 
in time by catching a vintage 1940s 
movie at the Pharaoh Theater across 
the street from the historic Jackson 
County Courthouse at 114 W. Maple. 
(Times and title to be announced.) 

Take your best shot around town 
with your camera, as May 5 is also the 
kick-off of the Independence Tourism 
and The Examiner’s “Images of Inde-
pendence” photo contest, which will 
run through Labor Day. For details, 
including rules, registration, prizes 
and directions on downloading digital 
pictures, go to www.examiner.net and 
look for the contest logo. 

The Truman Library will host a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Truman 
graves at 9 a.m. on President Tru-
man’s actual birthday, Tuesday, May 
8. Visitors to the Library can chat with 
a Truman re-enactor from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. and enjoy a slice of birthday cake 
(served from 1:30 p.m. until gone). 

For more information call 816-
325-7111 or visit the website at www.
visitindependence.com. 

Ride the Truman Trolley 
for only a “buck” on May 5. 

Bike Breakfast Celebrates National Bike Week
With spring in the air, be part of one 

of Independence’s most healthy events!  
The City of Independence Health De-

partment is sponsoring a Bike Breakfast 
to kick off National Bike Week. 

The Bike Breakfast will be from 7 to 
9 a.m. Monday, May 14 to encourage 
the use of bicycles as a means of trans-
portation and personal fitness. Attendees 
will meet at the circle drive entrance of 
City Hall, 111 E. Maple St., east of The 
Square. 

The Bike Breakfast is part of the 
Building a Healthier Independence ini-

tiative, which promotes physical activity 
and active living. A light, healthy break-
fast of bagels and fruit will be served.  

During the Bike Breakfast, local bicy-
clists will be able to meet and speak with 
members of the City Council’s bicycle 
transportation committee. 

Mayor Don Reimal will make a 
proclamation declaring May 14-18 as 
National Bike Week in Independence 
during the Bike Breakfast. 

“We encourage citizens to ride their 
bicycles to work, to the store, to the 
park, around their neighborhoods and 
with friends to promote the personal and 
social benefits achieved from bicycling,” 
Mayor Reimal said.  

Reservations are not required but are 
requested to Alicia Nelson at anelson@
indepmo.org or 816-325-7006. 
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Jim Engelman District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Jim Page District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Lucy Young At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 325-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7239 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

Disaster Preparedness 
Class April 28

Learn about “Wind Storm Shelter 
Techniques” and be ready to help your-
self and your family if a disaster strikes.  
The free class will be held from 1 – 4 
p.m. Saturday, April 28 at the Truman 
Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple.

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 325-7167 to register. You 
have control - Not the disaster.


