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When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.
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CityScene
              Keep Your Home Safe:  Annual Free Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Saturday, April 7

The annual Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) collection will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 7. 

Bring products to the large parking 
lot bordered by Osage, Liberty, Wal-
nut, and Kansas, one block south of 
the Independence Square. Enter from 
Osage Street. This collection is free to 
residents. Proof of residency will be 
required, such as a driver’s license or 
City utility bill. 

Products accepted include: batter-
ies, paint and paint products (aerosol 
cans, varnish, stripper, thinner, tur-
pentine, etc.); fluorescent light bulbs; 
garden and yard products (herbicides, 
pesticides, sprays, rat poison, and 
weed killers); all automotive fluids 
(antifreeze, used motor oil, brake 
fluid, transmission fluid, and gaso-
line); kerosene; household cleaners 
(lye, drain, toilet and tub, oven, etc.); 
mercury thermometers; unused and/
or outdated medicines, etc.  Contain-
ers will not be returned. If you are un-
certain whether your particular waste 

will be accepted, call Water Pollution 
Control at 325-7711.

The following will NOT be ac-
cepted: electronics, appliances, trash, 
yard waste, medical waste, tires, 
asbestos, radioactive waste, pres-
surized gas cylinders or commercial 
waste.

Bring in original containers, if pos-
sible, with container lids on tight. If 
containers are leaking, wrap in plas-
tic and pack in larger containers or 
boxes with absorbent material, such 
as cat litter. Do not mix different or 

unknown substances together. Use 
sturdy tubs or boxes to pack your 
items and surround with newspaper. 
Keep chemicals away from children 
and pets while transporting – use the 
trunk of the car, rear of the vehicle or 
truck bed. Volunteers will be on hand 
to unload your vehicle.

The Police Department will again 
provide a certified ordnance officer to 
collect and dispose of old or unwant-
ed ammunition, explosives, firearms, 
fireworks, etc.  Contact the Police 
Department at 325-7997 if you have 
questions about this type of disposal.

Hazardous materials may also be 
taken to the Kansas City, Missouri 
facility at 4707 Deramus for free dis-
posal. Call 513-8401 for details.

For more information about the 
City’s Household Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Program or the upcoming 
mobile collection, please call Water 
Pollution Control at 325-7711 or visit 
the website at www.independenc-
emo.org/wpc.

The Public Works Department is 
sponsoring the fourth-annual Elec-
tronics Recycling Event from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 21, the week-
end of Earth Day. In the first three 
years of the collection, more than 90 
tons of electronics have been turned 
in for recycling.

Residents may bring computer 
monitors, small appliances including 
microwave ovens and vacuums, ste-
reos, scanners, cell phones, pagers, 
etc. to the large parking lot on the 
southwest corner of Kansas and Lib-
erty. This event is open to the public 
and no proof of residency is required.

Disposing of outdated 
computers, televisions 
and other electronics 
requires special attention 
due to hazardous com-
ponents, and this year 
the City has partnered 
with MRC, based in St. 
Louis, Mo.  

MRC has worked with 
state and federal agen-
cies on the recycling and cleanup of 
Joplin, Mo. as well as the North Dakota 
flood disaster area. This partnership 
allows acceptance of a wider variety 
of items at a lower cost than before.  

Fees are as follows:

•   $5 – Computer moni-
tors and printers, small 
appliances (microwaves, 
vacuums, etc.)

•   $15 – Televisions (all 
sizes and types)

•   Free – All other elec-
tronics will be accepted 
free of charge

No large appliances, lawn equip-
ment, car batteries, or non-recharge-
able batteries will be accepted.

For more information, contact the 
Public Works Department at 325-7600.

Fourth Annual Electronics Recycling Event April 21



Hit The Trails In The Queen City

Fun For Kids At Safety Fest April 21
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Independence has often been called the 
Queen City of the Trails, where followers 
of the Santa Fe, California and Oregon 
trails stocked up before heading west. 
You can hear their stories at the National 
Frontier Trails Museum, 318 W. Pacific.  
At 2 p.m. on Thursdays, April 5, 12, 19 
and 26, join staff 
for a 30-minute gal-
lery Highlights Tour, 
included with your 
paid admission. If 
a visit to the Trails 
Museum inspires 
you to explore the 
city on foot, there 
are plenty of options.

President Harry 
Truman loved his daily walks around 
town. The 2.7 mile Truman Historic Walk-
ing Trail includes 43 sites which were im-
portant to Truman, marked by descriptive 
sidewalk plaques. These include homes 
of President Truman’s close friends, 
Clinton’s Soda Fountain, the original Fire 
Station No. 1, the Truman Home and the 
Harry S. Truman Library and Museum. 

Venturing off the Truman Trail slightly, 

you will pass several churches with a rich 
Independence heritage. These include 
the First Presbyterian Church, 100 N. 
Pleasant, where Harry Truman and Bess 
Wallace first met; the First United Meth-
odist Church, 400 W. Maple, organized 
in 1835 as the first Methodist Church in 

Jackson County; and 
St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 611 N. Lib-
erty, established by 
Reverend Charles de 
la Crois in 1822 as a 
French and Indian 
mission.

The Swales Walk-
ing Trail is a .25 
mile blacktopped 

trail winding through the grounds of 
the Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W. 
Pacific. The Estate sat along the Santa 
Fe Trail, and as thousands of animals 
and wagons passed by, wagon ruts were 
carved permanently into the earth. These 
swales, still visible today, are explained 
by interpretative signs. 

To combine a walk on the Swales 
Trail with the excitement of a narrated 

covered wagon ride, plan to take an eve-
ning Swales Walk and Wagon Ride with 
Pioneer Trails Adventures. Meet at the 
National Frontier Trails Museum at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, April 26 for a 60-minute 
family outing that’s sure to please. Tickets 
are $15 adults, $12 children 6-17. Advance 
reservations to 325-7575 are required.

The Little Blue Trace Trail offers more 
of a challenge, and is also used for biking. 
It stretches 14 miles from its beginning at 
the Independence Events Center, 19100 E. 
Valley View Parkway, north to Blue Mills 
Road (just north of 24 Highway).

The Missouri Mormon Walking Trail 
focuses on the era when Independence 
was a key gathering place for members 
of the Church of Christ, more commonly 
known as the Mormons. Fourteen custom-
ized brass sidewalk markers lead walkers 
from the Temple lot to the historic Jackson 
County Courthouse on The Square, the 
1827 Log Courthouse and sites of former 
key landmarks such as the 1859 Jail and 
Noland House Inn.

Free brochures for the Truman and 
Mormon trails may be obtained at City 
Hall, 111 E. Maple, the Harry S. Truman 
Historic Site Visitors Center, 223 N. Main 
or by calling the City of Independence 
Tourism Department, 325-7111. 

You can also view the Truman brochure 
online at www.visitindependence.com 
and learn how to take a cell phone tour of 
the historic Truman neighborhood on the 
“Things To Do” page.

Mayor Don Reimal delivered his an-
nual State of the City address at the February 
Chamber of Commerce monthly luncheon at 
Ophelia’s Restaurant, 206 N. Main. Go to City7.
TV to view a video of Mayor Reimal’s remarks.

What is the best way to teach children 
about safety? Make it fun! Whether at 
home or traveling, working or playing, 
the entire family can benefit from learning 
how to put safety first.

The City of Independence is hosting the 
first annual Safety Fest for families from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 21 at the 
Independence Events Center. 

The event will feature four activity 
zones – traveler safety, family/home safe-
ty, technical/cyber safety and building/
construction safety.  Fun and interactive 
games, displays and programs will provide 
opportunities for the whole family to learn 
how to stay safe, including:
Road & Travel Safety Zone
•  A mini city to learn about walking, driving 
and bicycling rules of the road
•  Traveler safety away from home
•  Bicycle safety check
Home Safety Zone
•  Proper food handling demonstrations
•  Poison prevention activities
•  Outdoor safety awareness for sports activi-
ties such as swimming, running, and contact 
sports

•  Fun fire safety activities for all ages
•  “Escaping The Fire” activity for kids and 
live fire extinguisher demonstration and prac-
tice for adults
•  CERT trailers and emergency preparedness 
activities
•  9-1-1 simulator and Cell Phone Sally to 
practice calling for help
•  Kids ID kits and DARE information
•  Home security planning
Technical & Online Safety Zone
•  Cyber security, online banking, and protect-
ing your identity
•  Secure shredding truck on site for safe 
document disposal
Construction Safety Zone
•  A demonstration wall showing safe electri-
cal installation
•  A “main” to “faucet” water shut off and 
backflow prevention
•  Demonstration of on-line permitting
•  A bucket truck and Stay Safe Around Power 
Lines activity
•  Call Before You Dig demonstration

The Independence Events Center is 
located at 19100 E. Valley View Parkway. 
For more information about Safety Fest, 
contact Community Development at 816-
325-7401.
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Q.   Will taxes for cars, boats and per-
sonal items increase?
A.   No. The tax levy increase is only for 
residential, commercial and agricultural 
property.

Q.   How will the tax revenue be used?
A.  A minimum of 34 sworn officer po-
sitions and eight civilian positions (or 
full-time equivalents) will be added over 
three years, beginning in 2013.

Q.   Why are more police officers need-
ed?
A.   Statistics show an increase in crimi-
nal activity both in Independence and 
surrounding cities. A strategic policing 
plan is designed to deter criminal activity 
in Independence. 

Q.   Is there a sunset on this tax?
A.   Because the costs to increase per-
sonnel are on-going, the tax will not ex-
pire.

Q.   Isn’t there already a tax for police?
A.   A sales tax of 1/8 of one cent for the 
police department is limited to fund capi-
tal expenditures only. The funds cannot 
be used for personnel. The sales tax will 
expire in 2016.

The demand for services and resource 
needs of the Police Department have 
been studied both by outside consultants 
in 2007 and by a citizens’ task force in 
2010. Both groups concluded additional 
personnel are needed.

A copy of both reports can be found on 
the City of Independence website. 
Click on the police badge icon on 
the home page at www.indepen-
dencemo.org.

Saturday, November 19

About the April 3, 2012 Property Tax Ballot Issue

This is the question that will be on the April 3, 2012 ballot:
“Shall the City of Independence increase the general prop-
erty tax rate of the City by $0.3629 per $100.00 of assessed 
valuation solely for the purpose of funding services provided 
by the Police Department of the City?”  

The Challenge
Encroaching Crime

Independence is the fourth-largest city 
in Missouri and is adjacent to the largest 
city in the state. The Police Department 
is faced with challenges including crime 
entering from a metropolitan area of 2.1 
million people.

 � 43% of those arrested in Indepen-
dence do not live in Independence.

 � The Kansas City patrol division bor-
dering Independence frequently leads in 
incidences of violent crime.

Indicators of Disorder Increasing
From 2008 to 2011:

 � Disorderly house cases increased 
20%.

 � Disturbances increased by 583.
 � Priority One emergency calls for 

service increased by 38%.
 � According to FBI statistics, the rate 

of property crime in Independence is 
among the highest in Jackson County.

Background

The Details

 � Tax will generate approximately $3.7 
million per year based on 2011 valuation.

 � Provide funding for a minimum of 
34 sworn officer positions, eight civilian 
positions (or full-time equivalents) and as-
sociated costs. Positions will be phased in 
over a three-year period, starting in 2013.

The Plan

Tax Oversight

Frequent Questions

Strategic Policing Plan
With a 30% increase in the number of 

patrol officers, a strategic policing plan 
will be implemented. This plan will allow 
for improved access to teams of officers 
within four areas of command within the 
community. The plan will emphasize in-
creased community problem-solving and 
citizen involvement. A targeted approach 
to policing geographic areas will lead to 
proactive prevention rather than reacting 
to encroaching crime.

This intelligence-led policing approach 
is geared toward sustaining the preven-
tion of crime and disorder.

Planned Outcome
 � Faster response to emergency calls
 � Reduced neighborhood disorder
 � Proactive policing
 � Deter encroaching crime
 � Improved accessibility to police

 � Citizens’ Oversight Committee will 
monitor and review expenditures asso-
ciated with the tax and provide public 
reports.

 � Ordinance stated intent of funds:
...used solely for police services, in-
cluding but not limited to personnel 
and associated equipment and other 
related expenses
...to enhance the capacity of the Inde-
pendence Police Department to serve 
the community and not to supplant 
existing resources

Assessed market values are deter-
mined by Jackson County. For more 
information on assessments, go to www.
jacksongov.org. 

This information is provided by the City of Indepen-
dence, 111 East Maple Street, Independence, MO, 
64050.  Staff is prohibited by law from advocating for 
or against a property tax.  This information is provided 
for public information only. Call 816-325-7019 for more 
information about the General Real Estate Property 
Tax ballot issue. Call 816-325-7271 for more infor-
mation about the Independence Police Department.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s website,  www.independenc-
emo.org.

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Jim Engelman District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Jim Page District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Lucy Young At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Inde-
pendence has an 
automated voice-
response telephone 
system. Call 325-
7000 and say the name of the person 
or the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 325-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7239 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

City
Drop-Off

Depot
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Second Saturday Of Each Month
March through November!

875 Vista Avenue
From M-291, take Truman Road east approxi-
mately one mile, then north on Vista Avenue. 
Drop-Off Depot is next to the Animal Shelter.

Trash: Cars, $10;
Vehicles Larger Than Car, $15; 
Trailers 8 Feet or Longer, $25
Brush: Limbs, Firewood, Bushes,
Stumps. No Leaves or Grass: $10/load
Major Appliances: $15 Each
Batteries & Lawnmowers:  Free
Tires: Car, $1; Mounted Car, $3;
Truck, $4; Mounted Truck, $10;
Farm/Tractor, $15
Residential vehicles only, no commercial. No 
vehicles larger than a pick-up truck. Proof of 
residency required.

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Become a fan of the City of Indepen-
dence at www.facebook.com.

To follow the City on Twit-
ter, go to http://twitter.

com/CityOfIndepMO and click the 
follow button.  

Independence Park
Trot 5K Run/Walk
“Hit the road running” this spring at 

the first annual Independence Park Trot 
5K Run/Walk slated for 8 a.m. Saturday, 
April 21 at Waterfall Park, located just 
south of Bass Pro Shops. 

The City’s Health Department has 
teamed up with Parks and Recreation, the 
City’s Hungry and Homeless Coalition 
and KC Running Company to sponsor 
this certified 5K event.

The free event is being held as part 
of the Health Department’s Building a 
Healthier Independence (BHI) initiative.

Anyone bringing a non-perishable 
food item can enter a raffle for a chance 
to win an iPod Nano, iPod Shuffle, 
Garmin GPS watch or Camelbak water 
bottle. Free t-shirts will be given to the 
first 150 race registrants ages 11 and 
older. Free t-shirts will be given to the 
first 50 children to register at the event 
for the children’s run. A parent or legal 
guardian must sign a waiver for anyone 
under age 18 participating in the race. 

Participants can register online at 
www.indepen-
denceparktrot .
com.  For more 
information con-
tact Alicia Nelson 
at 325-7185.


