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Informing Citizens

The Palmer Center 
Receives National 
Accreditation

When complete, Fire 
Station 4 will look like 
this conception at right, 
provided by wbi Archi-
tects.
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The following recent events are available to 
view on the City of Independence Website. Go 
to www.Independencemo.org/City7/Cityconnect.
aspx.

Veterans Tribute Program - 
November 8, 2011 at the Truman Memorial 
Building. Keynote speaker: Anthony Emanuele

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast - 
November 17, 2011 at the Community of Christ 
Laurel Room. Keynote speaker: Kamal Saleem

WPC and USGS Inspectors Monitor 
the Storm Sewer System for Illicit 
Discharges 

Water Pollution Control Protects 
Independence Waterways

Since 2006 Water Pollution Control 
(WPC) employees, with help from 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), 
have been walking Independence 
streams and tributaries looking for 
illicit discharges carried by the storm 
sewer system to local streams. 

Illicit discharges are discharges 
that are not entirely storm water and 
are prohibited by City ordinance. 
They can be detected when the storm 
drains carry measurable flow during 
dry weather and are found by sam-
pling for pollutants. 

The teams also look for illegal 
dumping of trash and other debris in 
the storm sewer system. Pictures are 
taken and GPS locations obtained 
for locations where illegal discharges 
and dumping are observed.

Spring Branch, Mill Creek and 
Sugar Creek were checked in 2011. 
Low levels of chlorine, detergents or 
disinfectant were detected in a ma-
jority of the samples and were most 
likely attributable to lawn watering 
or car washing. In one instance a 
malfunctioning septic system was 
identified and corrected as a result 
of the screening. 

Under the City’s state regula-
tory storm sewer permit, dry weather 
screening is part of the storm water 
management program. Field screen-
ing supplements WPC’s on-going 
efforts to eliminate illicit discharges 
reported by citizens or discovered by 
field crews.

Detecting and eliminating illicit 
discharges helps to protect local 
waterways and the fish and wildlife 
they support. As storm sewers flow 
into area streams, rivers and lakes, 
anything that enters the storm sewer 
system is discharged untreated into 
the waterways used for wading, fish-
ing and other recreation.

By practicing healthy household 
habits, homeowners can keep com-
mon pollutants like pesticides, pet 
waste, grass clippings, and automo-
tive fluids off the ground and out of 
storm water. To help protect streams, 
rivers, and lakes, follow these simple 
tips:

• Never discard trash or yard waste 
down storm drains or in the street.

• When mowing, discharge toward 
the yard, not the street.

• Sweep driveways and sidewalks 
clean instead of hosing them.

• Pick up after your pets.
• Repair auto fluid leaks and never 

place used oil in the trash or pour 
down storm drains. Visit www.recy-
clespot.org to find the nearest oil re-
cycling center or call 816-474-TEAM.

• Wash your car at a commercial 
carwash or in a grassy area; not on 
a driveway or in the street.

• Dispose of toxic household and 
lawn chemicals at a household haz-
ardous waste collection center or 
mobile collection.

To report spills, illicit discharges, 
and storm water quality problems, 
call the storm water pollution hot line, 
325-7727. For more information call 
WPC at 325-7711 or visit www.inde-
pendencemo.org/wpc. 

Following a year-long process, The 
Palmer Center, 218A N. Pleasant Street 
has been accredited by the National Insti-
tute of Senior Centers (NISC), a constitu-
ent unit of the National Council on Aging. 
The announcement was made December 
6, 2011 by the NISC’s Accreditation 
Board after an on-site peer review held 
earlier in the year.

The Palmer Center is one of only two 
senior centers in Missouri to achieve this 
recognition. Nationally, 126 out of 11,000 
senior centers meet the nine standards 
required for accreditation, which is the 
highest national achievement level for 
senior centers.

Parks and Recreation Director Eric 
Urfer said, “We are all very proud to have 
received accreditation for The Palmer 
Center. This achievement supports the 
City’s commitment to providing excel-
lent services to our senior citizens. The 
Palmer staff, volunteers and accreditation 
committee members are to be commended 
for their contributions to this process.”

Among the areas noted by NISC as 
strengths for The Palmer Center were a 
committed volunteer staff, partnerships 
with community organizations and busi-
nesses, dynamic health and fitness pro-
grams that include all levels of involve-
ment, and an organized and professionally 
operated senior program.

For information on current programs 
offered, visit www.independencemo.org/
parksandrec or call 325-6200.
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Animal Services Awarded $20,000

Animal Services Staff Received 
Recognition November 30

Get Fit with Parks
& RecreationThe City of Independence Animal 

Shelter has won a $20,000 Best in Mid-
west Region grant and was ranked seventh 
nationally in the 2011 American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) $100K Challenge. Jessie 
Winters, ASPCA senior director of com-
munity initiatives,  presented the grant 
check to Animal 
Services staff and 
their Health Depart-
ment co-workers in 
late November. 

In addition, the 
Shelter also won 
the Fast Start award 
of $5,000 for adop-
tions in August and 
the We Did It award of 
$1,000 for completing the competition.  

There were 92 contestant shelters 
competing for 49 slots in the Challenge. 
Shelter Manager Aimee Wells said in the 
qualifying round Independence finished in 
15th place with more than 7,000 votes.  It 
was the only shelter in Missouri or Kansas 
to participate.

A total of 964 animals were adopted 
between August 1 and October 31 during 

the Challenge, 400 more than the same pe-
riod last year. Wells said the grant money 
will be used to fund the Animal Shelter’s 
low-cost spay/neuter programs. 

Wells said, “We learned we are ‘the 
little engine that could.’  We put together 
a wide variety of new adoption specials 
and events to help find homes for more 

cats  and dogs.” 
Two examples of 
the adoption spe-
cials are “Whisker 
Wednesdays” and 
“30 Thursdays.”

If the Shelter cat 
population is at 85 
percent capacity, the 
Shelter sponsors a 

“Whisker Wednes-
day,” adopting out cats free of charge. 
The “30 Thursday” program for dogs al-
lows the Shelter to adopt out dogs which 
have been at the Shelter 30 days or more 
for only $30. To find out about current 
adoption specials, follow the Shelter on 
Facebook.

For more information about the ASPCA 
Challenge, contact Aimee Wells at 325-
7214 or Animal Services at 325-7207.

Independence Parks and Recreation is 
working with the Health Department to 
improve workout facilities at the Roger 
T. Sermon Community Center, 201 N. 
Dodgion, and add new classes at the Tru-
man Memorial Building, 415 W. Maple 
and The Palmer Center, 218A N. Pleasant. 

In the first nine months of the Building 
a Healthier Independence (BHI) grant ini-
tiative, membership at the Sermon Center 
has increased 16 percent.  

Advertising made possible by the grant 
and an open house in early November 
have resulted in 244 new members at the 
Sermon Center. BHI Project Coordinator 
Christina Verren said “That is 6 percent 
more than we had hoped to achieve with 
our initial two-year goal.”

Recently three ellipticals, two adaptive 
motion trainers, two recumbent bikes and 
a treadmill were added to the cardio area 
at The Sermon Center. The weight room 
offers  a six-station universal machine, an 
ab machine, upright bench press, leg curl 
and extension and a pec deck to provide a 
total workout experience, whether you are 
a beginner or 
advanced ex-
ercise enthu-
siast.  

The Ser-
mon Center 
also offers 
adult exer-
cise classes 
including Yoga, Pilates/Yoga, Tai Chi, 
Step Aerobics, Multi-Level Aerobics, 
Extreme Boot Camp, Kaerobox, ZUMBA 
and Interval Step classes. Ballroom and 
Line dancing classes improve coordina-
tion and get you moving.

The younger crowd can take Brain 
Dance for toddlers, Pre-Dance for chil-
dren ages 6–7 and Beginning Ballet for 
ages 7–12.

A TRX Suspension Training class is 
being added at both the Truman Memo-
rial Building and The Palmer Center.  The 
class is adaptable to any fitness level and 
improves flexibility, core strength and 
provides overall conditioning.

Call 325-7370 for information on the 
programs, or stop by for a visit. For more 
information about the BHI initiative, call 
the Health Department at 325-7185. 

Now is the time to start planning for 
outdoor spring and summer construction 
projects. A new deck, fence, or storage 
building can be expensive – especially 
when installed by a construction profes-
sional.  Before spending any money, it 
is important to know all of the rules that 
may affect the placement, size or type of 
construction that is allowed.

The Community Development Depart-
ment is available to assist with determin-
ing appropriate location and construction 
types for accessory structures.  

The Unified Development Ordinance 
(UDO) regulates where decks, fences and 
storage buildings can be located on a resi-
dential property and the Building Code 
regulates how those structures are built.  

Residential fences are height-restricted 
to three feet if facing the street (front or 
side) and to eight feet on side or back 
yards.  Fences in front of a residence and 
along a street side of the residence must 
also be at least 50% transparent, such as 
chain link or split rail. 

A permit is required for any fence taller 

than six feet. Fences must be constructed 
of permanent fencing materials such as 
wood, vinyl, iron, or coated chain link. No 
more than two types of materials may be 
used and the finished side must face out. 

For more information, read the Resi-
dential Fences brochure on the City’s 
Website at www.independencemo.org/
comdev/currentplanning.aspx.

Building Permits are required for all 
decks and for sheds or storage buildings 
larger than 120 square feet.  Sheds or 
storage buildings must be built at least 
five feet from all interior lot lines and at 
least 10 feet from the principal building.  
Decks are considered part of the princi-
pal structure and must be built inside the 
building lines of the lot.

Building Permit and Zoning staff are 
available for predevelopment meetings 
and can provide helpful information. To 
avoid surprises, call 325-7830 to meet 
with City staff before starting your project 
and always call 1-800-DIG-RITE before 
you dig.
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County Executive Mike Sanders 
and Mayor Don Reimal 

invite you to the

Independence Square

Jackson County
For more 
in- for-

Saturday, November 19

Enter to Win 
Mavericks and

Comets Tickets!
Independence residents still have time to 

register to win tickets 
to a Missouri Mav-
ericks hockey game 
or a Missouri Com-
ets soccer game this 
season.

The City is giving 
away a limited num-
ber of tickets to every regular season home 
game. Tickets are provided by the teams. 

Residents can enter at the 
City’s Website, www.indepen-
dencemo.org. Click on the 
“Win Tickets” button. 

A full list of contest rules 
is available on the Website.

Independence is home to historic 
churches dating back to the 1800s which 
are still used for worship today. These 
include the Trinity Episcopal Church, 
409 N. Liberty, where you can see a plaque 
marking the pew of Bess Truman; the 
First Christian Church, 125 S. Pleas-
ant, once a one room log structure built in 
1836; the Second Baptist Church, 116 E. 
White Oak, said to be the oldest African 
American church in Missouri; and the 
lovely Stone Church, 1012 W. Lexington, 
with spectacular stained glass windows. 

Independence is also the home of sites 
associated with faith communities which 
sprang from the settlement in 1831 by a 
group of families led by the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith, Jr. He declared this area to be 
Zion, a city of God. His followers bought 
land, cleared farms, and built sturdy log 
homes.  

The story of the Mormons in Inde-
pendence is colorfully reflected through 
displays, interactive kiosks, a furnished 
log cabin and historical audio/visual pre-
sentations in the Independence Mormon 
Visitors Center, 937 W. Walnut. Free 
guided tours are offered daily from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. 

Exhibits on the upper level explain 
the beliefs of the Mormons, known of-
ficially as The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. There is a wide variety 
of movies available for viewing in one of 
the Visitors Center’s theaters on request. 

“Witnesses of Christ,” a special ex-
hibit of 18 oil paintings by noted artist Liz 
Lemon Swindle which illustrate the life 
of Jesus Christ is on display at the Visi-
tors Center now through the end of April. 
There is no charge to view the paintings. 

A second church with roots dating back 
to this 1830s religious community re-

turned to Independence in the late 1880s. 
Then named the Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
this church established its international 
headquarters here in 1920. 

Now known as Community of Christ, 
the church operates its ministries from two 
landmark buildings, the Temple at 201 
S. River and the Auditorium, at 1001 
W. Walnut.  

The Auditorium contains a conference 
center and one of the largest free-standing 
pipe organs in the United States. Enjoy 
free recitals on this organ or a similar 
world-class organ across the street in the 
Temple every Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. 
(daily in the summer). 

Families can visit the fascinating Chil-
dren’s Peace Pavilion, a free hands-on 
interactive experience created to foster 
peace, which is located in the Auditorium. 
Here children can create art work, do 
puzzles, role play with puppets and en-
gage in other activities designed to teach 
them about peace. The Temple is filled 
with sacred art, a Japanese meditation 
garden, theater, museum and gift shop. 
Visitors may pick up a free self-guided 
audio tour. A “Prayer for Peace” is held 
daily at 1 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

Another faith group associated with the 
followers of Joseph Smith, known as The 
Church of Christ Temple Lot, returned 
to Independence in 1867 and purchased 
the temple lot at 200 S. River on which 
the church stands today. In their Visitors 
Center, you can watch a video and view 
historical artifacts. 

Take some time during the winter 
months to explore these and other reli-
gious heritage sites that are a major part 
of the history of Independence.  

Details about these sites and other 
historic churches can be found in the 
Visitor’s Guide, online at www.visitinde-
pendence.com, in City Hall or the Truman 
Home Visitor Center on The Square at 
223 N. Main. A second brochure, entitled 
“The Missouri Mormon Walking Trail,” 
with a map and descriptions of Mormon 
heritage sites, is also available at the same 
locations. For more information, call In-
dependence Tourism at 325-7111.

 Independence Mormon Visitors Center

     Community of Christ Temple

The Children’s Peace Pavilion

Free Tax Preparation 
Assistance Available 

For Seniors 
Trained AARP volunteers wil l  assist 
individuals aged 50+ with an income 
of less than $60,000. Call The Palmer 
Center, 218A N. Pleasant, at 325-6200 to 
schedule an appointment. Appointments 
will be set for a date between February 
1 and April 17.
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Watch City Meetings
On Streaming Video
City Council meetings and study sessions 

are available as live and archived streaming 
video on the City’s Website,  www.indepen-
dencemo.org

Each live City 7 TV broadcast is available 
online during the 6 p.m. Monday City Council 
meetings. An archive of the program is avail-
able on the site the next morning for viewing 24 
hours a day. Archived videos are available for a 
few months following their posting. If you would 
like to purchase a copy of a Council meeting 
call 325-7762.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor
Don Reimal 325-7027
City Council Office 325-7022
Councilmembers
Marcie Gragg District 1
Jim Engelman District 2
Myron Paris District 3
Jim Page District 4
Jim Schultz At Large
Lucy Young At Large
City Manager
Robert Heacock 325-7170

Utility Bill 
Payment Options

To pay by phone call 325-SERV
You will need to have your  Account Access 
Code and your utility account number in 
order to pay by phone. 
To pay online go to:
www.independencemo.org

The City of Indepen-
dence offers many 
convenient options 
for paying utility bills.

NOTE:  There is a $1 per month discount offered 
to residential customers age 62 or older on their 
sewer bill if they  receive Social Security pay-
ments (or similar retirement benefits)  and their 
sewer usage is 100 to 400 cubic feet per month.
Call 325-7930 for more information.

City of 
Independence

Government Access Television
CITY COUNCIL

6 p.m. Mondays*
10 a.m. Tuesdays

7 p.m. Wednesdays
2 p.m. Sundays

PLANNING COMMISSION
6 p.m. 2nd & 4th Tuesdays*

10 a.m. Wednesdays
7 p.m. Thursdays

For more information:
www.City7.TV

*Denotes live meeting,
all others are rebroadcasts.

Where To Call
The City of Indepen-
dence has an auto-
mated voice-response 
telephone system. Call 
325-7000 and say the 
name of the person or 
the department you wish to contact.

Quick Links
Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Trash 325-7623
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti 325-7824 
Municipal Court 325-7239 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 
    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone             325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash 325-7193

Directory

Recycling Centers

35th Street Recycling Center
13600 E. 35th Street

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Fridays
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays

Vista Avenue
Recycling Center
875 Vista Avenue

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sundays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mondays

The City operates two recycling centers. Items 
accepted at the centers include paper, card-
board, paperboard, steel and aluminum cans, 
plastic, glass food and beverage containers, 
toner cartridges and dry cell batteries. 

Become a fan of the City of Inde-
pendence at www.facebook.com.
To follow the City on 
Twitter, go to http://

twitter.com/CityOfIndepMO and 
click the follow button.  

CityScene is published monthly 
by the City Manager’s Office, 
111 East Maple Street, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 64050. For 
information call 325-7019. Web-
site address is www.independencemo.org. 
Follow us at Twitter.com/CityofIndepMO.

Disaster Preparedness 
Class January 28

Learn about “Citizen Response 
- All Hazard” and be ready to help 
yourself and your family if a disaster 
strikes.  The free class will be held 
from 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
January  28 at the Truman Memorial 
Building, 416 W. Maple.

Call the Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness at 325-7167 to register. 
You have control - Not the disaster.


