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The Independence City Council met for a Regular Council Meeting, May 20, 2013, at 6:00 p.m.,
in the Council Chambers, 111 E. Maple.
Dr. Shirley Murdock, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, gave the invocation followed
by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Don Reimal, Presiding Officer of the City Council, called the meeting to order. On roll
call, the following members of the City Council were present: Councilmembers Chris Whiting, Marcie
Gragg, Curt Dougherty, Jim Schultz, Myron Paris and Eileen Weir. Absent: none.
City Clerk Jane Sharon read the proclamation recognizing Grant Alexander Watkins Davis with a
Youth Award for his numerous accomplishments including appointment to the Air Force Academy. Mr.
Davis was presented the proclamation by the Mayor.
Mayor Reimal opened the full public hearing on an application for Wild Stallion Properties, LLC
to expand their existing licensed premises to include an outdoor patio for their Tavern Intoxicating Liquor
by the Drink License and Sunday Sales License for the Wild Stallion Saloon located at 925 E. US 24
Highway. This application requires a two-third majority vote for approval due to residential property
being located within three hundred (300) feet of the establishment. Liquor License Manager Terry
Hartwig noted there are 12 residential properties within 300 feet of the business. Speaking in favor of the
application, James Woolery, owner and operator of the business, stated he tries to comply with all state
and city laws. He stated he is happy to work with the neighbors, although one request of having a 10-foot
fence is not allowed in the City Code. Councilmember Dougherty confirmed that Mr. Woolery was
willing to take down the speakers on the patio and to respect the neighbors when patrons are on the patio.
Speaking in opposition of the application, Marilyn Fontaine stated she is a neighbor and doesn’t know
what changed since the application was voted down in December. She wouldn’t want radio or live music
on the patio. Ms. Fontaine commented there is music and noise coming from the bar in the early morning
hours and on Sundays. She noted there has been trash left in the neighboring yards and stated the patio is
as big as the inside of the bar. Councilmember Dougherty confirmed Ms. Fontaine’s main concern is the
noise. He also noted the patio is smaller than the inside of the establishment. Councilmember Dougherty
stated beer bottles and cans should not leave the premises and if they are, the liquor license laws need to
be enforced. He stated this type of violation would jeopardize Mr. Woolery’s liquor license. Mr.
Woolery commented his bar closes at 1:30 a.m. and he ensures the patrons have left the parking lot before
he leaves at 1:45 a.m. Speaking in opposition of the application, Robert Wray commented he doesn’t
want to see expansion of the building and doesn’t want children in the neighborhood to see people
drinking. Councilmember Dougherty commented there are slats in the fence around the patio and that
there the only way to see the patio is from the door that is required to be there in case of a fire. City
Manager Robert Heacock clarified the patio is already there and the application is to allow alcohol on that
area. Mr. Hartwig confirmed the patio expansion has been done and the application is for the patrons to
have alcohol on the patio. He stated the patrons can go outside and smoke, but cannot drink alcohol.
Speaking in opposition of the application, Carl Wilson stated he is a long time neighbor and since the new
owners have been there, beer bottle lids have been dumped in neighboring yards. Councilmember
Dougherty commented there are slats in the chain link fence to help with noise. The door from the patio
to the bar has to remain closed per Health Department regulations. He stated the business owner is trying
to make a living and the City doesn’t need another empty building. Councilmember Dougherty noted the
temperatures would also keep the number of people on the patio down because of the extreme heat in
summer and cold in winter. He added he has printed maps of the area if anyone wishes to review them
and noted the owners have been running the business for three years. There being no speakers and no
questions or comments from the City Council, Mayor Reimal declared this public hearing closed.
Mayor Reimal opened the full public on the 2013-2014 Budget. Chris Fairbank, speaking on
behalf of IAFF Local 781, thanked the City Council for supporting the SAFER grant award. Mr.
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Fairbank commented the SAFER grant will help staffing with the addition of four firefighters. He noted
the Fire Department staff is involved with the community and they are ready to serve in other
communities when needed. Mr. Fairbank asked for the necessary resources to be provided to the Fire
Department. Kirk Stobart, President of IAFF Local 781, asked Council to find enough funds to end the
alternate staffing plan. He reviewed the definition of fully staffed and stated communications are difficult
between the Fire Department Chief and the IAFF Local 781. Mr. Stobart asked why three firefighter
positions in the current budget that have been vacant since November are just now being filled. He
expressed concerns about closing Fire Station No. 8 and on the budgeted overtime costs. Mr. Stobart
stated he hopes the City can find the few hundred thousand dollars needed to fix the budget for the Fire
Department. There being no further speakers or comments from the City Council, Mayor Reimal
declared this public hearing left open to the Adjourned Meeting on May 28, 2013.
Councilmember Paris asked that Consent Agenda Item No. 7 be removed for separate
consideration.
Councilmember Weir asked that Consent Agenda Item No. 1 be removed for separate
consideration.
Councilmembers Schultz and Paris moved to approve the AMENDED CONSENT AGENDA,
minus Item No. 1 and Item No. 7 to be considered separately.
Reports and Recommendations of the City Manager:
2. Approval is recommended to enter into a price agreement (343-13) with Phillips Paving for asphalt trails for the Parks and
Recreation Department for the period June 1, 2013, through May 31, 2014. Expenditures will not exceed budgeted amounts.
3. Approval is recommended to enter into price agreements (116-13) with Cargill, Inc and Central Salt L.L.C. for de-icer salt for
the Public Works Department, for the period June 1, 2013 through May 31, 2014 with two one-year renewal options.
Expenditures will not exceed budgeted amounts.
4. Approval is recommended to enter into a price agreement (#199-13) for General Carpentry and Construction Maintenance
Services with Rand Construction for the Public Works Department for the period May 21, 2013 through April 30, 2014 with two,
one-year renewal options.
5. Approval is requested on the application from Taquitos Jalisco, LLC, to transfer the existing liquor licenses for a Restaurant
Bar Intoxicating Liquor by the Drink License and Sunday Sales License to Taquitos Jalisco located at 17104 E. US 24 Highway
as the new owner of this establishment.
6. Approval is recommended to issue a purchase order to Confluence in the amount of $60,500 for development of the Truman
Road Green Gateway Plan for the Community Development Department.

Bill No. 13-727, entitled [Res. #5818]
“A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, AND THE
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL NO. 781 FROM JULY 1, 2013 THROUGH JUNE 30,
2014.”

Upon roll call, the vote to approve the AMENDED CONSENT AGENDA was: Ayes –
Councilmembers: Whiting, Gragg, Dougherty, Schultz, Paris, Weir and Mayor Reimal. Noes – none.
Absent – none. The Mayor declared the motion carried and the AMENDED CONSENT AGENDA was
approved.
Councilmembers Weir and Schultz moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.
1. Approval is recommended to issue a purchase order to Eaton OPC, in the amount of $906,149.00, for substation F switchgear
for the Power & Light Department.

Councilmember Weir requested additional information on this item. Power Engineering Manager Jim
Franklin commented Substation F is located in northwest Independence. He stated it was established in
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the 1960’s and although there is not a lot of activity, this Substation needs to be rebuilt for future use.
Councilmember Weir confirmed there will be additional work done in the future. Mr. Franklin stated one
transformer is being refurbished and the second one will be worked on in the next project.
Councilmember Weir asked if this was due to power failures or regular maintenance. Mr. Franklin stated
it was for both reasons and that there have been reliability issues. Upon roll call, the vote was: Ayes –
Councilmembers: Gragg, Whiting, Dougherty, Schultz, Paris, Weir and Mayor Reimal. Noes – none.
Absent – none. The Mayor declared Item No. 1 of the Consent Agenda approved.
Councilmembers Dougherty and Gragg moved to continue consideration of Consent Agenda Item
No. 7 to the Regular Council Meeting on June 3, 2013. Upon vote, motion carried.
7. Action is requested on the application from Wild Stallion Properties, LLC to expand their existing licensed premises to
include an outdoor patio for their Tavern Intoxicating Liquor by the Drink License and Sunday Sales License for the Wild
Stallion Saloon located at 925 E. US 24 Highway. This application requires a two-third majority vote for approval due to
residential property being located within three hundred (300) feet of the establishment.

Councilmember Dougherty noted he may request postponement of consideration of this item at
the June 3rd Council meeting.
ORDINANCES:
At the request of Mayor Reimal, and with no Council objections, Loretta Reyburn was allowed to
speak prior to the consideration of Bill No. 13-055.
Loretta Reyburn requested to speak to Council about the application for the rezoning of the
property at 218 N. Pleasant (Palmer Place Apartments). Ms. Reyburn stated she opposes the rezoning of
the Palmer Place Apartments. She stated neighbors were not approached until plans were set and there
are already traffic and parking concerns in the area. Ms. Reyburn commented she also has concerns about
the McCoy home and the vibrations caused by traffic. She requested a 4-foot wall be removed near the
Truman Home.
Bill No. 13-055, entitled [Ord. #18108]
“AN APPLICATION BY OLD TOWN PARTNERS XVI, LP (OLD TOWN) REQUESTS TO REZONE PROPERTY AT 218
N. PLEASANT STREET FROM R-30/PUD (HIGH-DENSITY RESIDENTIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) AND C2 (GENERAL COMMERCIAL) TO R-30/PUD (HIGH-DENSITY RESIDENTIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) AND
APPROVE A PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN. CASE#13-125-04.”

was given its second reading by title and placed on final passage. Councilmember Gragg commented the
Independence School District operated its headquarters out of this building. She stated there were
concerns from the City Council on leaving the building vacant, because it can be difficult to reuse.
Councilmember Gragg commented the senior apartments seem to be a good fit. She stated she has met
with the nearby church about concerns over parking. Councilmember Gragg noted this is a preliminary
plan and stated staff would look at ways to ease some of those pressures. She added there are 20 spaces
required and the plan is to have 38 spaces. She recognized there have been concerns expressed about the
wall but noted this is to rezone about 50 feet of property, so that the project can move forward. Mr.
Heacock noted this rezoning is not for the entire building. He stated it is for 50 feet, which impacts a
couple of units. Mr. Heacock added the City has leased the space for use of the Palmer Center and there
is an ordinance also on this agenda for the City to lease the space for the next 30 years from the new
owners. He stated this will help keep the building from becoming another vacant building.
Councilmember Paris asked how many units are being proposed in this plan. Mr. Heacock stated there
would be 41 units, and 24 of them would be single units. Councilmember Paris commented he would like
to provide a space for seniors that will allow easy access to the Independence Square and he stated he
supports this ordinance. Upon roll call, the vote was: Ayes – Councilmembers: Whiting, Gragg,
Dougherty, Schultz, Paris, Weir and Mayor Reimal. Noes – none. Absent – none. The Mayor declared
the bill passed.
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Councilmembers Gragg and Schultz moved to consider Bill No. 13-508 out of order.
Councilmember Gragg commented she has to leave the meeting for a graduation and would like to be
present for the vote on this item, since it’s located in her district. Upon vote, motion carried.
Bill No. 13-508, entitled [Ord. #18109]
“AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A THIRTY YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT WITH OLD TOWN
PARTNERS, XVI, L.P., FOR THE PALMER SENIOR CENTER.”

was given its first and second readings by title and placed on final passage. Mr. Heacock commented this
lease will cost the City $1.00 a year for the use of the southern part of the building. Upon roll call, the
vote was: Ayes – Councilmembers: Whiting, Gragg, Dougherty, Schultz, Paris, Weir and Mayor Reimal.
Noes – none. Absent – none. The Mayor declared the bill passed.
Councilmember Gragg left the meeting at this time.
Bill No. 13-056, entitled [Ord. #18110]
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE FIRM OF HERNER CONSTRUCTION, INC., FOR THE
FIRE STATION NUMBER 2 REMODEL PROJECT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $369,500.00; AND
AUTHORIZING MINOR CHANGE ORDERS FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $36,950.00 AND/OR TIME
EXTENSIONS.”

was given its second reading by title and placed on final passage. Mayor Reimal commented this clinic
has been long awaited. Upon roll call, the vote was: Ayes – Councilmembers: Whiting, Dougherty,
Schultz, Paris, Weir and Mayor Reimal. Noes – none. Absent – Councilmember Gragg. The Mayor
declared the bill passed.
Bill No. 13-057, entitled [Ord. #18111]
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, FOR THE RENOVATION
OF THE HISTORIC TRUMAN COURTHOUSE FOR PURPOSES OF HOUSING A VISITORS CENTER AND THE
TOURISM DEPARTMENT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $238,057.00; AUTHORIZING MINOR CHANGE
ORDERS FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $35,000.00 AND/OR TIME EXTENSIONS; MAKING THE NECESSARY
APPROPRIATIONS; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 18071.”

was given its second reading by title and placed on final passage. Councilmember Weir asked if it is
more efficient to work through the County, and that’s why this has come forward. Mr. Heacock
commented the previous agreement had been directly with the contractor, however, since Jackson County
has the oversight on the project, it is more efficient to contract with Jackson County. Councilmember
Weir asked about the contractor selection. Mr. Heacock commented the County has a similar bid process
and the funds will still come from the Tourism fund. Mayor Reimal commented that this is a good
project. Upon roll call, the vote was: Ayes – Councilmembers: Whiting, Dougherty, Schultz, Paris, Weir
and Mayor Reimal. Noes – none. Absent – Councilmember Gragg. The Mayor declared the bill passed.
Bill No. 13-058, entitled [Ord. #18112]
“AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING A PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT FOR STATE INVESTMENT IN LOCAL PUBLIC
HEALTH SERVICES WITH THE MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES, AND ACCEPTING
THE ONE-TIME LUMP SUM OF $128,170.93 FOR THE CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM, FOR THE
HEALTH DEPARTMENT; APPROPRIATING THE NECESSARY FUNDS; AND AUTHORIZING FUTURE CHANGE
ORDERS AND APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SAME PROJECT.”

was given its second reading by title and placed on final passage. Upon roll call, the vote was: Ayes –
Councilmembers: Whiting, Dougherty, Schultz, Paris, Weir and Mayor Reimal. Noes – none. Absent –
Councilmember Gragg. The Mayor declared the bill passed.
First Readings:
Bill No. 13-059, entitled
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF INDEPENDENCE AND THE
INDEPENDENCE SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR JOINT USE OF THE JAMES BRIDGER MIDDLE SCHOOL SOFTBALL
FOUR-PLEX AND ADJACENT PARKING LOT.”

was given its first reading by title.
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Bill No. 13-060, entitled
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BORROWING OF NOT TO EXCEED $2,300,000 FROM THE MISSOURI
DEVELOPMENT FINANCE BOARD IN CONNECTION WITH THE REFINANCING OF CERTAIN COSTS RELATED TO
A CENTERPOINT (HCA)TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE CITY;
APPROVING THE FORM OF AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SUPPLEMENTAL FINANCING
AGREEMENT RELATING TO SUCH PROJECT WITH THE MISSOURI DEVELOPMENT FINANCE BOARD;
PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF A SPECIAL ALLOCATION FUND PREVIOUSLY CREATED BY THE
CITY; AND PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.”

was given its first reading by title.
Bill No. 13-061, entitled
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BORROWING OF NOT TO EXCEED $6,250,000 FROM THE MISSOURI
DEVELOPMENT FINANCE BOARD IN CONNECTION WITH THE REFINANCING OF CERTAIN COSTS RELATED TO
AN EASTLAND TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE CITY; APPROVING THE
FORM OF AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SUPPLEMENTAL FINANCING AGREEMENT RELATING TO
SUCH PROJECT WITH THE MISSOURI DEVELOPMENT FINANCE BOARD; PROVIDING FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF A SPECIAL ALLOCATION FUND PREVIOUSLY CREATED BY THE CITY; AND
PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.”

was given its first reading by title.
Bill No. 13-062, entitled
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING DOCUMENTS WITH
THE HARRY S TRUMAN HISTORIC SITES, ESTABLISHING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR FIRE
PROTECTION, AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR AGREEMENTS WITH THE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SITES.”

was given its first reading by title.
Bill No. 13-063, entitled
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT AND PARTIAL DEED OF RELEASE FOR LOT
3A IN THE CRACKERNECK CREEK TIF PLAN TO CRACKERNECK CREEK, LLC.”

was given its first reading by title.

INFORMATION ONLY:
1. The Law Department is providing the following notification to the City Council of the claims paid and received during April,
2013.
2. Memorandum from City Clerk- budget for Crackerneck Center Community Improvement District.
3. Municipal Court Monthly Case Summary Report for April, 2013.

CITIZEN REQUESTS:
Rob Goetz requested to speak to Council about building permits. Mr. Goetz commented he
rebuilds houses and recently bought a house on the courthouse steps. He stated he applied for a building
permit, but it was denied because he doesn’t live at the residence. Mr. Goetz said was advised he would
have to hire a licensed contractor to do the work or move into the residence. He stated he is asking for a
variance to be able to do the work himself. Mr. Goetz added he owns six houses and does all the work
himself. He asked why someone needs to live at the residence in order to obtain a building permit when
the work will be inspected by the City. Mayor Reimal requested Community Development Director
Jennifer Clark speak with Mr. Goetz after the meeting.
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COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS:
Councilmember Weir commented there is a public meeting at Truman High School on
Wednesday, May 23rd, where there will be discussions about the watershed plan for the 35th and Crysler
area. Councilmember Weir stated Cable Dahmer Auto Group bought a property on 40 Highway and is
investing $2.2 Million dollars that will add 30 jobs to Independence. Councilmember Weir commented
she would like to have a round table discussion in an open meeting about the Council goals and the goals
budget. She stated she’d like this meeting to occur before the vote on the budget that’s set to take place in
June.
Councilmember Paris commented school is ending for the summer and kids will be out and about.
Councilmember Schultz commented he is proud of the Power and Light Department. He stated
after the severe storm there were 5,000 without power and there are only 25 still without power.
Councilmember Whiting commented on June 6th there is a Shout Out Independence event at 5:30
on the Independence Square.
Councilmember Dougherty commented the drop off depot is a great program and would like the
staff to consider opening it more when there are severe storms to allow disposal of limbs.
Mayor Reimal commented he also appreciates the impressive response by the Power and Light
Department. He stated Pets in the Park took place Saturday and was a good event for the community.
Mr. Heacock thanked Public Works staff for their work on the Little Blue Parkway project that is
now complete. He also thanked those at the federal level who were supportive of this project. Mr.
Heacock commented Burlington Coat Factory has pulled a permit and will begin building soon. He stated
Adventure Oasis is going to open on the 25th and on June 8th there is a fishing derby at George Owens
Nature Park. Mr. Heacock noted Popsicles in the Park is coming back this summer on Tuesday nights in
neighborhood parks. He stated here are also other activities, including dance classes and tennis classes.
Those interested can contact the Parks and Recreation Department to sign up for activities. Mr. Heacock
commented there is a debriefing after severe storms to decide if the drop off depot should be opened
additional days or hours.
At 7:23 p.m., Councilmembers Schultz and Weir moved to adjourn and convene in an Adjourned
Meeting at 6:00 p.m., May 28, 2013, in the Council Chambers. Upon vote, the motion carried and the
Mayor declared the meeting adjourned.

____________________________________
Presiding Officer of the City Council
of the City of Independence, Missouri
ATTEST:
________________________________
City Clerk

